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Purposes of the American Alliance 
For Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation and Dance 

The American Alliance is an educational organization, structured for 
the purposes of supporting, encouraging, and providing assistance to 
member groups and their personnel throughout the nation as they seek 
to initiate, develop, and conduct programs in health, leisure, and 
movement-related activities for the enrichment of human life. 

Alliance objectives include: 

t. Professional growth and development— to support, encourage, 
and provide guidance in the development and conduct of programs in 
health, leisure, and movement-related activities which are based on the 
needs, interests, and inherent capacities of the individual in today's 
society. 

2. Communications— to facilitate public and professional under- 
standing and appreciation of the importance and value of health, leisure, 
and movement-related activities as they contribute toward human well- 
being. 

3. Research— to encourage and facilitate research which will enrich 
the depth and scope of health, leisure, and movement-related activities; 
and to disseminate the findings to the profession and other interested 
and concerned publics. 

4. Standards and guidelines— to further the continuous development 
and evaluation of standards within the profession for personnel and 
programs in health, leisure, and movement-related activities. 

5. Public affairs— to coordinate and administer a planned program 
of professional, public, and governmental relations that will improve 
education in areas of health, leisure, and movement-related activities. 

6. To conduct other activities as shall be approved by the Board of 
Governors and the Alliance Assembly, provided that the Alliance shall 
not engage in any activity which would be inconsistent with the status 
of an educational and charitable organization as defined in Section 501 
(c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 or any successor provi- 
sion thereto, and none of the said purposes shall at any time be deemed 
or construed to be purpuses other than the public benefit purposes and 
objectives consistent with such educational and charitable status. 
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Foreword 




Darlene Kluka 

NAGWS President 



During (he decade of (he 1990s, NAGWS will celebrate iis hundredth 
anniversary. Historically, (he National Association for Girls and 
Women in Sport has been sculpting paths (o (he future. Recently, the 
NAGWS Board of Direc(ors adopted a stra(egic plan designed to continue 
creating paths into the 21st century. 

Four key goals have been identified: 
I We shall recruit, develop, and promote women for leadership positions 
in sport and physical activity. 

2. We shall serve as an advocate for women's full participation in physical 
activity and sport leadership. 

3. We shall serve as an advocate for the initiation and enhancement 
of quality programs of sport and physical activity designed to 
accommodate females of all ages, races, creeds, ethnic origins, economic 
levels, abilities, and interests; and 

4 We shall promulgate the profession. 
Specifically, softhall officials can become a part of shaping paths by 

( 1 ) RECRUITING females as officials for men's and women's softball; 

(2) ADVOCATING the advancement of women as officials in men's 
and women's softhall;(3) ENHANCING the quality of those who officiate 
women's softball; and (4) PROMOTING professionalism through 
officiating. 

The directions of softball officiating are at a crossroads for the 
upcoming century Crossroads are paths to new beginnings, and 
opportunities to become more. Identify yourself as a pathfinder; advocate 
our message, and enhance opportunities for ALL females through softhall 
officiating wherever you are Help us to create a future where officiating, 
coaching, and administering of girls' and women's sport programs provide 
quality experiences for all 
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National Association for 
Girls & Women in Sport 

The National Association for Girls and Women in Sport is a nonprofit, 
educational organization designed to serve the needs of administrators, 
teachers, coaches, leaders, and participants of sport programs for girls 
and women. One of six associations of the American Alliance for Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance, the National Association 
for Girls and Women in Sport (NAGWS) is the only national professional 
organization devoted exclusively to providing opportunities for girls and 
women in sport-related disciplines and careers. 

PurpoM 

The purpose of the National Association for Girls and Women in 
Sport is to serve as the primary organization for the professional 
development and promotion of girls and women in sport and physical 
activity. 

Goals 

1 ) NAGWS shall recruit, develop, and promote women for leadership 
positions in sport and physical activity. 

2) NAGWS shall serve as an advocate for women's full participation 
in physical activity and sport leadership. 

3) NAGWS shall serve as an advocate for (he initation and 
enhancement of quality programs of sport and physical activity 
designed to accommodate females of all ages, races, creeds, ethnic 
origins, economic levels, abilities, and interests. 

Functions 

The NAGWS promotes desirable sport programs and provides 
leadership and professional opportunities through: 

1 ) Formulating and publicizing guiding principles and standards for 
(he administrator, official, leader, and player. 

2) Publishing and interpreting rules governing sports for girls and 
women. 

3) Providing the means for training, evaluating, and rating officials. 

4) Stimulating, evaluating, and disseminating research in the field of 
girls' and women's sports. 

5) Cooperating with allied groups interested in girls' and women's 
sports in order to formulate policies and rules that affect the conduct 
of women's sports. 
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6) Providing opportunities for the development of leadership among 
girls and women for the conduct of their sport programs. 
Beliefs 

The National Association for Girls and Women in Sport believes that: 

1) Sport programs should be a part of the total educational experience 
of the participant when conducted in educational institutions. 

2) Opportunities for instruction and participation in sports appropriate 
to her skill level should be included in the experience of every 
girl. 

3) An understanding of the relationship between competition and 
cooperation and the utilization of both within the accepted 
framework of our society is one of the desirable outcomes of sport 
participation. 

4) Physical activity is important in the maintenance of the general 
health and fitness of the participant. 

5) Participation in sports contributes to the development of self- 
confidence and to the establishment of desirable interpersonal 
relationships. 

Services 

1) GWS News: Three times each year, this newsletter relates recent 
developments, national news and association events. A seasonal 
calendar posts upcoming activites. 

2) The National Coaches Council: The Council provides its members 
with opportunities for leadership and professional growth. Coaches, 
athletic trainers, and officials are given the chance to share ideas, 
receive valuable training and meet colleagues through frequent 
conferences. Members may participate in research projects and rules 
committees which allow them the opportunity to shape individual 
sports. 

3) The Affiliated Boards of Officials: ABO's goals include to improve 
the quality of officiating for girls' and women's sports contests, 
to increase the number of competent women officials, and to 
promote the involvement of women in the governing bodies of 
other sport officiating groups. The ABO strives to accomplish these 
goals by developing officiating techniques, providing materials for 
training and rating officials, promoting the use of ABO-rated 
officials, and promoting standards with respect to fees, ratings, and 
uniforms. 

4) Legislation: NAGWS speaks on Capitol Hill providing strong and 
able representation in legislative activities to ensure quality and 
equality in programs for women. 
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5) Speaker's Bureau: NAGWS maintains a list of qualified members 
to refet as speakers when requests come in from across the nation 
and around the world. 

6) Student Services: A student representative is appointed to the 
NAGWS Board of Directors each year to ensure student input, 
and a section of GWS News is reserved for students to exchange 
ideas, Exciting student internships at NAGWS national headquarters 
provide valuable learning experiences and an opportunity to make 
professional contacts, 

7) National AAHPERD Convention: NAGWS regularly hosts four 
in-depth, full-day conferences at this annual convention. NAGWS 
also sponsors or co-sponsors approximately 60 convention sessions 
on topics ranging from "physiological considerations" to "anti- 
discriminatory laws and administration guidelines" and "positive 
strokes for coaches". 



NAGWS Executive Committee 



President 
Darlene Kluka 

School of Ed. -Dept. of HEPE 
(JAB Station 

Univ. of Alabama-Birmingham 
Birmingham, AL 35294 

President-elect 
Doris Hardy 

Riverside- Brookfield High School 
First & Forest Avenues 
Riverside, IL 60546 



Past President 
Laurie Priest 

Dept. of Physical Ed/Athletics 
Mount Holyoke College 
South Hadley, MA0I075-I496 

Executive Director 
Peggy Kellers 
1900 Association Dr. 
Reston,VA ?2091 



f or NAGWS membership information. < till or wrue: 

The American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, 

Recreation, and Dance 

1900 Asso« lalion Drive 

Reston. Vi siinia 22091 

(703) 47f. 3400 I 1 
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Standards in Sports for Girls 
& Women 

Standards in sports activities for girls and women should be based 
upon the following: 

Sports activities for girls and women should be taught, coached, and 
officiated by qualified women whenever possible. 

Programs should provide every girl with a wide variety of activities. 

The results of competition should be judged in terms of benefits to 
the participants rather than by the winning of championships or the athletic 
or commercial advantage to schools or organizations. 

Health and Safety Standards for Players 

Careful supervision of the health of all players must be provided by: 

1. An examination by a qualified physician. 

2. Written permission by a qualified physician after serious illness 
or injury. 

3. Removal of players when they are injured, ovcrfatigued, or show 
signs of emotional instability. 

4. A healthful, safe, and sanitary environment for sports activity. 

5. Limitation of competition to a geographical area which will per- 
mit players to return at reasonable hours; provision for safe 
transportation. 

General Policies 

Arrange matches between teams of comparable ability and maturity. 

Schedule games and practices so as not to place demands on teams 
or players which would jeopardize the educational objectives of the com- 
prehensive sports program. 

Discourage girls from practicing or playing with more than one team 
during a sport season. 

Promote social events with all forms of competition. 
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National Coaches Council 

The purpose of the National Coaches Council (NCC), a division of the 
National Association for Girls and Women in Sport (NAGWS), is three- 
fold: 

1, To provide professional educational development for coaches of 
girls and women in sport. 

2, To recruit, develop, and promote women for coaching positions 
for girls' and women's sport. 

3, To serve as an advocate for the enhancement of quality coaching 
for girls and women in sport. 

The NCC strives to accomplish these goals by conducting clinics and 
workshops at the state, regional, and national levels, as well as through 
newsletters, speaker bureaus, leadership grants, research, and 
publications. 



NCC Sport Academies 

Basketball 
Fencin? 
Gymnastics 
Softball 

Synchronized swimming 
Tennis 
Volleyball 



Penny Blakeman 
NAGWS Program Administrator 
OR 1900 Association Drive 
Reston, VA 22091 
(703)476-3450 



it; 



Badminton 
Bowling 
Field hockey 
Soccer 

Swimming/diving 
Team handball 
Track & field 



Direct an> questions to: 

Linda Wells 
NCC Chair 

Arizona State University 
Head Softball Coach 
Tempe. AZ 85287-2505 
(602) %5-2603 
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Committee and 
Articles 



Application for Membership 



Name 



Last First Middle 

Address 



Street or Box Number 



City State Zip 

Home Phone Business Phone 

SOFTBALL EXPERIENCE 

n years Levels 



Tournaments (slow, modified, fast) 



Assigner Phone 

NAG WS ABO operates on a Board system with elected officers and a 
constitution. Are there other umpires in your area who would be interested 
in receiving the top-notch training that NAGWS provides' Please send 
their names along with this application to: 

Janis Matson, Chair 
NAGWS Softball Committee 
1 1 Roads Rnd 
Pittsboro, NC 27312 
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NAGWS-ABO Softball Committee 

1990-1 

Chair and Rules Interpreter, Janis Matson. 1 1 Roads End. Pittsboro 

NC 27312; (919) 967-4800 
Ratings Chair, Rick Kimmeth. 144 Sheridan Ave. Erie PA 16509' 

(814)868-0054 

National Championship Chair, Dennis Mader. RD#2. Box 26F (Cross 

Creek). Burgettstown. PA 15021-9401; (412) 947-4061 

Training Chair, Jim O'Drain. 4535 Tudor St.. Philadelphia PA 19136 

(215)335-2935 ' ' 

At-Lirge. William Christy. RD»1. Box 234. Daisyiown PA 15427- 

(412)769-5965 
AhUirge. Barbara Hornak. 448 Blackslone Dr.. Erie, PA 16505- 

(814)833-2638 

At-lxirge, Shelley Monas. RD »3, Box 6I2A. Meadeville PA 1 63 3S 
(814)333-4650 
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Using the Softball Scoresheet 



Explanation of Sample Scoresheet 

First Inning, Jones was walked (BB). Beckmann hit a grounder to the 
shortstop (6). who threw out Jones on a double play to the second 
baseman (4) who tossed out Beckmann at firsjjjase (3). (Join Jones^md 
Beckmann's boxes with a line y*-^) Jones (T) and Beckmann (2) 
were out. Beals hit a home run (HR) to the right fieldfenje (note Tine 
indicating this). Grebncr lined out to the right fielder (9) Qj , 1 run, 1 
hit. 1/1 

Second Inning. Hubbard singled (IB) to left field. McKee (center 
fielder (8)) doubled (2B) to left field, baUyig in Hubbard who had stolen 
second base (SB). Bain struck out (K) (T) . Bremberg was safe at first 
base on an error by the finObaseman ( ATE3D). McKee went to third. 
Baker (1) grounded out (T) to the third baseman who threw to the 
first baseman (5-3). McKeeScored on the play Tmit a 1 at the base of the 
field diagram in McKee s box). Jones fouled (T) to the catcher (f2). 2 
runs, 2 hits. 2/2 

Third Inning. Beckmann tripled (3B). Beals batted in Beckmann with 
a single ( 1 B) to center. Grebner was safe on a fielder s choice when she 
grounded tcUhe third baseman who threw the ball to second base for a 
force-out (T) on Beals (5^. FC). Hubbardhunted (Bt) to advance 
Grebner to second base, and was thrown \ou\ (Y) by the pitcher to first 
baseman (1-3). McKee grounded out (T) to the first baseman unas- 
sisted (3U). 1 run, 2 hits. 1/2 
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6- ihortstop 

7 - lift fielder 

8- center fielder 

9- right fielder 



KEY TO SYMBOLS 
PLAYERS (Numbers are used.) 

1 - pitcher 

2- CetCher 

3- f irtt biMinin 

4- tecond basemen 
6-third baseman 

HITS (Line n dnwn through ippropriite imtuli on right of 
square, and i (inf n drawn from bist to base to moV 
cat! progress.) 
HR-home run SAC-tacrifice hit 

X~! r,p !? HP-h.t by pitcher 

2B-double SB-walk 
1 B— single 

OUTS (Number of lech pliytr handling the bill ii in- 
eluded, and the number of totil outs mede in tKh 
mn.ng ii indicated by i circle within the box-(2}) 
43 - grounder to second besemm who threw the rurmer 
out it first base 

ground ball (number of piiyer involved placed abovi) 

O - pop up (number of piiyer is pieced underneath) 
-line drive (number of piiyer n pieced underneith) 
^-fly {number of playir is pliced underneath) 
8 - fly to center fielder 
U - unismted (number of piiyer indicited) 
6 - error (number of player indicated) 
E5F - error by third bueman on i fumble 
£6Th - error by third basemen on i bed throw 
E50 - error by third basemin on a dropped throw 

A - asust (number of piiyer indicited) 
OT - overthrew (number of player indicated) 
WP - wild pitch 
PB - pasted ball 
K - strike out 
Bk - balk 
Bt - bunt 

Molen bate Iplace by base pleyef vtoie) 
double pliy it hn e n connected to both boxes of 
players involved) 



SB 
OP 

t 

8 ■ 



run batted in by the center fielder 
fouled to catcher 
F - fumble 
1 foul ball 
FC fielder's cho«c« 
/ end of inning 
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Fundamentals Of Baserunning 



by Linda Kalafatis 

Linda Kalafatis became the head vouch at California University of 
Pennsylvania in 1988 and took a team which had never made an NCAA 
Division II appearance to consecutive PSA C- West titles and a second place 
finish in the NCAA East Regional Her record is 63-23. A four-year starting 
catcher at CU from 1984 through 1987, she was an all-conference and 
all-region selection in 1 986. She served as Cal i top assistant softball coach 
in 1988. She earned her BS in business marketing from CU in 1988 and 
is working towards her master s degree in social science and counseling 



Baserunning is a skill, the importance of which is not recognized 
enough. Ask any one of my ball players what wins and loses ball 
games and they'll tell you, defense and baserunning. Ball players are 
taught to field, throw, pitch, and bat. Then they're expected to run the 
bases and as long as the bases are touched in order, there's not much 
said. I guess it was my speed (or lack of it) as a player that made 
me realize the importance of good baserunning skills. And now as a 
coach. I incorporate baserunning skills into our practices just as I do 
the other softball skills. 

It's important to note that there are both mental and physical aspects 
of baserunning, just as there are in batting, pitching, and the other softball 
skills A player need not have above average speed to be a good 
baserunner. However, it is important that she know her own speed. With 
the shorter base paths, it is essential to start fast and to think and decide 
quickly. Players must examine the arms of the defense and take advantage 
of their mistakes. They should not be afraid to he aggressive. Instead, 
they should force the defense to make the perfect throw. They should 
treat the next base as a new goal These qualities are difficult to teach. 
They conic only with experience and must be incorporated in practices 
with game situation drills. 

Running to first base should be considered the most important and 
must practiced base of the tour A player cannot reach the other bases 
without reaching the first one safely. After a player completes her swing 
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and makes contact, her eyes should be focused on the line and base- 
not the ball. She wants to explode out of the batter's box with her back 
leg taking the first step and using smaller steps until she has enough 
speed to get into her stride. She wants to run straight up the line until 
she comes into the base lane. Once she reaches the 3' x 30' base lane 
she should position her body inside the box so that she is actually running 
in foul territory. This prevents (he runner from interfering with a play 
at first base. If the runner is outside the box (in fair territory) and is 
hit with the ball, interference will be declared and the runner will be 
ruled out. As basic as this may seem, it is a common call in fast pitch 
softball, especially since there is so much bunting. When the ball is 
hit, usually within the infield, and the runner is trying to beat the throw 
to first, it is of utmost importance to run through the base. What is 
meant by running through first base? For example, in a track meet, does 
a racer run to the finish line or through it? If the racer ran to it, the 
tape would still be standing at the end of the race. Another example 
is a simple traffic light. If you see a yellow light and decide you want 
to beat it. do you accelerate until you reach the light and then let up 
on the gas? No! You accelerate through the intersection. It's not hard 
to understand that anything that moves must first slow down before 
it can safely come to a stop. The same concept is applied at first base. 
If the runner stops just after reaching first, that means she had to have 
slowed down before or during her approach to first base. Sure, I mighi 
be talking about fractions of time here, but how often is a player thrown 
out by a second or more? Most plays are decided by fractions of seconds. 
Consider that most players reach fust base in 3-4 seconds. That means 
they're traveling around 1 5-20 feet per second. All of a sudden, a fraction 
of a second can mean several feet. You can see why running through 
first base should be at full speed. The player should worry about slop«>kj . 
after she touches first base. As she touches the front edge of first base, 
she should lean forward so that her body is positioned over the lead 
foot as opposed to leaping at the base. A whole body is muc L easier 
to see than a foot. This action will win many close calls. 



I tell my players that when they touch first base at full speed and 
are down the line in right field and come to a stop, they should turn 
and open up toward the field (their left) and jog back to first. This 
is not considered an attempt as long as the player does not mr.ke a 
motion towards second base. Our players do this so that they may pick 
up the action quickly. If there is a play on the other runner's base, 
or an overthrown ball occurs, she may be able to advance. The base 
O 
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coach will also assist her at this time. Unfortunately, our major league 
ball players are the worst examples of proper baserunning skills. 

There is one basic principle: The shortest distance between two points 
« a untight line. Once that is understood it's not hard to see why I 
teach my players to take question mark turns before reaching the base 
they already have mode. This puts them in a straight line to the next 
base. As an example: A ball is hit up the middle. First is made, so the 
batter-baserunner will proceed up the line. As I discussed earlier, when 
she reaches the running lane (3' x 30' box), she will veer out and run 
a semi-circle by the time she reaches first base. She will hit the left 
inside corner of first and find the ball as she takes another step or two. 
Before stopping, however, the feet should continue to run in place until 
the runner decides to either advance or return to first base. This is an 
important concept because it will be easier for her to regain her 
momentum as opposed to being still and having to re-start again. Of 
course, the first base coach is also vital in communicating with the runner. 
Again, you can see how I really pay a lot of attention and stress the 
technique in running to first base, the most common base touched. 

Second base is the most difficult base to run to because of the absence 
of a base coach and a base line. Most of the decision making is up 
to the player when running to second base or beyond. The same concept 
should be applied to second base as in first base in regards to starling 
(with short steps) and rounding (the question mark). The runner wants 
to pick up the ball and/or the third base coach about half way to second 
base and then the decision should be made whether to advance or just 
round. If second base is made (in other words, the play won't be made 
at second base) then the runner should approach the base with a question 
mark starting approximately 25-30 feet before second. Then she should 
decide whether to advance to third base right away or round the base 
the same way as she did at first base (with feet moving in place). The 
same concept is true for third base, with the obvious advantage of a 
base coach. When the runner makes her turn at third base, she should 
run or round on the third base foul line. This is a good check for a 
coach or runner. You can see if the runner is making her cut too late 
which will cause her to take extra or unnecessary steps into foul territory 
and may even cause her to run into the third base coach. As the runner 
approaches home, the on-deck batter should position herself so that she 
is in direct view of the potential scorer. The on-deck batter is permitted 
to do this as long as she does not interfere with the play. 
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These are the busies of baserunning without getting into the details 
of leading off and sliding which are more focused skills of baserunning. 
My staff and I also concentrate heavily on these areas, especially in 
sliding where there is little coaching and practice, but many injuries. 
I know that our attention to baserunning has paid off, and along with 
our hitting, has enabled us to become the 8th leading scoring team in 
all of Division II. We have also set many new school records in base 
stealing, runs scored, extra base hits, and total bases. Our individual 
and team goals are to improve each year, *ork hard, and I think we 
can make a run for it! 
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Coach-Umpire 
Communication 



by Tom Mason, Sr. 



Tom Mason. Sr. i\ former National ASA Umpire-in chief; former 
International Rules Interpreter; Member of the ASA Hall of Honor; and 
Co-founder of the National ASA Umpire School He has coached adult 
military teams, youth teams, and is presently assistant coach and Softball 
information director of Wilmington College, New Castle* DL 



Opersonnel directors, and teachers. ! feel (wo more areas of expertise 
are essential for a total, well versed soft ball coach: umpire communication 
and playing rule knowledge. These areas must be practiced by the coach 
and instilled in the athletes. 

A first step-and a MUST-- is to invite an umpire to speak to the 
players and the coaching staff on the playing rules affecting the game 
and involving the players This umpire must be credible, have a thorough 
knowledge of the rules; and must also have the ability to communicate 
this knowledge to the team. Some suggested items for this talk are; 

1 fairfoul balls; 3 foot line; running the basepath; 

2 Baserunning and batter interference; deliberate crash into a 
fielder; runner hil by a batted ball; 

3 Obstruction; dropped 3rd strike; bunting foul after two strikes; 

4 Pitching; look back; two runners on same base; 
5. Appeal play; reentry; designated player. 

The talk should be limited to two hours and overhead transparencies 
should be used if possible. By learning more about the above topics, 
players will be able to avoid penalties for interference and obstruction 
and will know how to execute the defensive play on the "look back." 
the 'appeal play." and "two runners on the same base" situations. Players 
will know their responsibilities during dropped 3rd strikes, bunting foul 
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after two strikes, running the basepath, and 3-foot line violations. Pitchers 
will have a better understanding of what is legal and illegal in their 
deliveries. This may help them avoid losing a game due to an 'Illegal 
pitch 1 ' call. 

If carried out properly, ' Player/Coach/Umpire communication" can 
be instrumental in a well officiated game. The adage of a coach "staying 
on" an umpire throughout the game as a means of keeping him at his 
best, is, in my opinion, a very big misconception. Industry has proven 
that a relaxed employee, not one under stress or unnecessary pressure, 
is more productive and more apt to do a better job. This is true for 
both players and umpire as well. A relaxed umpire will spend more 
time concentrating on being in position and making the correct call. 
Good coaches should not want calls to go their way, bat instead should 
want correct calls. 

A kind word, a "good call ump", a discussion rather than a heated, 
loud argument with an umpire will go far toward a well officiated game. 
Constant ha-assment. game-long bench jockying, and arguing in an 
unsportsmanlike manner only lead to a player or coach ejection or to 
an irritated umpire spending more time on an individual than on the 
calls he needs to make. Coaches should expend their energies on winning 
the game, not on controlling umpires. 

Lefs not give our players who fail a crutch by siding with them in 
blaming the umpire for their failures. We need instead to point out the 
possible reasons lor the failure and ways they can overcome that failure. 

Remember, a coach and team's road to success can be made easier 
and shorter by preparing the team in these areas. 
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NJCAA Modifications 
to 1991 ASA Rules 

National Junior Collie Athletic Association 
Rules and Procedures 

1. Current ASA Rules will be used with the following exceptions: 
a. Catchers are required to wear helmets. 

h. The pitching distance shall be 43 feet. 

c. The international tie breaking rule will NOT be used for 
tournament play. 

2. A maximum of 18 players shall be designated prior to that team's 
first game of the National Tournament, which includes district play. 

V The tournament shall be conducted as a double elimination fast 
pitch tournament. 

4. ASA official softballs shall be used. All teams will use the official 

tournament ball. The Dudley Day/ Night ball will be the official 

game ball. (SB12-LNDFP) 
s The 1990 ASA pitching rule will be used. It allows women pitchers 

to hat ; one or both feet on the pitching rubber with the non pivot 

foot on or behind the rubber. 
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NCAA Modifications 
to 1991 ASA Rules 

National Collegiate Athletic Association 

Championship Games Only 

1. The complex must be enclosed so that admission can be charged. 

2. The field must have a skinned infield. There must be 25 feet 
(maximum 30 feet) from home plate to the backstop. The backstop, 
sideline fence and outfield fence must completely enclose the playing 

3. For all divisions, the distance to the outfield fence may not exceed 
235 feet. Whenever possible, outfield fences shall be 190 feet in 
left and right fields, and 220 feet in center field or 200 feet all 
around as recommended by ASA. A break-away fence is acceptable; 
however, break-away fences are not allowed at the Division I 
championship finals site. 

4. For all division championship finals, the outfield fences shall be 
190 feet in left and right fields, and 220 feet in center field. 

5. A five-inning. 10-run rule will be used in all rounds of all 
championships. 

Regular Season and Championship Games 

1 The pitching distance shall be 43 feet. The pitcher will take a position 
with both feet on the ground and in contact with (but not off the 
side of ) the pitcher's plate as adopted by ASA for females this year, 
Shoulders shall be in line with first and third base, with the ball 
held in one hand. One step may be taken, which shall be forward. 

2 The line-up becomes official when it is submitted to the umpire. 

3 In addition to wearing caps, visors, knetpads or lycra tights, players 
on the same team also may wear headbands as defined by the ASA. 
provided the headbands are alike in make and color (must be a 
team color), and do not include any visible commercial identification 
larger than one and one-half inches square in si/e 

4 The pitcher shall not, at any time during the game, be allowed to 
use an> foreign substance on the ball, the pitching hand or fingers, 
nor shall any other player apply a foreign substance to the ball. 
Under the supervision and control of the umpire, powdered resin 
may be used to dry the hands. Exception: The pitcher's hand, wrist, 
forearm or elbow ma> be taped for injury or injury protection. 
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providing the tape is not white. The pitcher shall not wear a 
sweatband, bracelet or similar type item on the wrist or forearm 
of the pitching arm. 
5. Chest protector must be worn by catcher. 
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NAIA Modifications to 
1 99 1 ASA Rules 

National Association for Intercollegiate Athletes 

The ASA (Amateur Softball Association) rules shall be followed by all 
NAIA affiliated programs for the 1991 season, with the following changes 
or modifications: 

1. (Rule 2, Section 3) The pitching distance will be 43 feet. 

2. (Rule 6, Section I, Item A) (Now identical to ASA rule • two feet 
on rubber) 

3. (Rule 5.) Add to this section: 

RUN AHEAD RULE - | to be used during both season and 
championship play), A five (5) inning, ten (10) run rule shall be 
used. 
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Secondary School Rule Modifications 

Rule 3, Section 8. Youth (Secondary School) shoes: no metal, hard 
plastic, or polyurethane spikes similar to metal sole and heel plate, or 
shoes with detachable cleats are allowed in any division at any level 
of youth (Secondary School) play. 

Rule j, Section 9a, Masks, with throat protectors, must be worn by 
catchers in fast pitch and are recommended in slow pitch. Youth 
(Secondary School) catchers must wear the protective helmet and mask 
with attached throat protector. 

Rule 3, Section 9k Body protectors are recommended for catchers 
in fast pitch. Youth (Secondary School) catchers must wear body 
protectors in fast pitch and it is recommended they wear body protectors 
in slow pitch. 

Rule 3. Section «r. Youth (Secondary School) fast pitch catchers must 
wear shin guards, and it is recommended for adult fast pitch. 

Rule 3, Section 9d, (Secondary Schools: catcher's mask and throat 
protector are mandatory during warm-up by any player in the catcher's 
position.) 

Rule 3. Section He. Helmets are permissible for batters, pitchers, 
baserunners. and catchers. Other than catchers and pitchers, helmets 
may not be worn by any other defensive player, except for medical 
purposes. (Secondary School: since the 1988 season, it is required that 
batters, baserunners. and on-deck batters wear head protectors with 
NOCSAK stamp.) 

Rule 4. Section l#. (Secondary Schools: a player who has been rendered 
unconscious during a game shall not be permitted to resume participation 
that da> without written authorization from a physician.) 



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR GIRLS & WOMEN IN SPORT 



Softball 
Playing 
Rules* 




'('«P)rij.'hl h> I'hc Amalcur Soflhull Association ol America Revised 
IWI.' 



3 



1991 PLAYING RULE CHANGES 

RULE 1, SECTION 13(b): 

CATCHER'S BOX. The catcher's box is that area within which the catcher must remain 
until: 

(b) (SP Only) The pitched ball is batted. TOUCHES THE GROUND OR PLATE, or 
reaches the catcher's box. NOTE: the ball Mill remains live in the 16" SP game. 

RULE I, SECTION 34: 

ILLEGAL PITCHER . A player legally in the game, but one who may not pitch as a 
result of: (a) a pitcher who has been removed from the pitching position by the umpire as 
a result of two charged conferences in one inning, or (b) (SPOnly) a pitcher who has been 
removed from the pitching position by the umpire as a result of pitching with excessive 
speed after a warning. 

PENALTY: If an illegal pitcher returns to the pitching position and has thrown one pilch, 
he is ejected from the game. 

RULE I, SECTION 43; 

JUNIOR OLYMPIC PLAYER. Any player 1 8 years and under who has not reached the 

1 9th birthday prior to September I . NOTE: If one or more J. O. player(s) play on an adult 
team, it is considered playing in an adult league and adult rules will be in effect. 

RULE 1, SECTION 4* 

ON-DECK BATTER. The on-deck batter is the offensive player whose name follows 
the name of the batter in the batting order He shall take a position within the lines of the 
on-deck circle nearest his bench. (Refer to Rule 7, Section 13.) 

RULE 2, SECTION 3: 

SU)W PITCH PITCHING DISTANCE. Slow pitch pitching distance for adult men 

and women and Junior Olympic Boys 18 and under has been changed to 50 feet. 

RULE 3, SECTION l(J)r 

Changed th'rd sentence to read: "Any molded finger-formed grip made by the bat 
manufacturer or another manufacturer, if used, must be permanently attached to the bat 
or attached to the bat with safety tape, and must be approved by the Equipment Standards 
Committee. NOTE: The "Trigger Grip" was approved in 1991. 

RULE 3, SECTION 4(a) 

(SLOW PITCH 55 & OVER): A second home plate shall be placed adjacent to the right 
handed batter's box. (Refer to Rule 8. Section lOd ) 

RULE 3, SECTION 6(a): 

(SLOW PITCH 55 A OVER) A double first base shall be used in this division of play. 
RULE 3, SECTION 11(e): 

e. HELMETS. All adult fast pitch and Junior Olympic fast and slow pitch offensive 
players (to include the on-deck batter) must properly wear batting helmets of similar 
color with double ear flaps. JO PLAYERS ACTING AS COACHES IN THE 
COACHES' BOX(ES) MUST WEAR A BATTING HELMET. All helmets must be 
approved by the National Operating Committee on Standards for Athletic Equipment 
(NOCSAE) 
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RUI V 4 SFCTION 7* 

A STARTING PLAYER SHALL BE OFFICIAL WHEN THE LINE-UP IS IN- 
SPECTED AND APPROVED BY THE PLATE UMPIRE AND TEAM MANAGER AT 
THE PRE-GAME MEETING. The names may be entered on the official score sheet in 
advance of this meeting. However, in case of injury or illness, changes can be made at the 
prc-gamc meeting. A substitute may take the place of a player whose name is in his 
team's touting order. 

HULK 5, SECTION 9 

HOME RUN CLASSIFICATION (SP Only) A limit of over-ihe-fence home runs will 
be used in all men's and co-ed slow pitch divisions. All balls hit over the fence in a game 
by a team in cuess of the limitations will be ruled on as shown: 
Super Classification - Unlimited. 

Major Classification - Twelve (12). The batter is ruled out for any in ctcess of twelve. 
Class A Classification - Six (6). The batter is ruled out for any in excess (Includes 
Major Industrial ). 

Class B Classification - Three (3). The batter is ruled out for any in excess. (Includes 
Major Church, Class A Industrial. Major co-ed, and all masters classifications). 
Class C Classification • One (I). The batter is ruled out for any in excess. (Includes 
C'las' • rtuirch and Class A co-ed). 

: . is rt v ion - None (0) The batter is ruled out for the first in excess and 
e _ » >;r hilling a home run is declared ineligible and removed from the 

game 

HULK 6, SKCTI' * Ha&c): (FAST PITCH) 

PRELIMINAI* m v Before sianing the delivery (pilch), the pitcher UiaN comply wiih the 
following 

a (MALE ADULT AND JO HOYS ONLY) He shall lake a posmori *ilh his pivot tool 
on the pitcher's plate and his non pivot fool on or behind the pitcher's plate. 
(FEMALE ADULT AND JO GIRLS ONLY) She shall take a position wiih boih feel 
in contact with ihe pitcher's plate. (ALL) Both feel must be on (he ground within the 
24 inch length of the pitcher's plaie. The shoulders shall be in line with first and third 
bases The hands shall be separated The ball can be in the glove or pitching hand. 

h No change 

c After completing h' above, he shall hold the ball in both hands for noi levs than one 
(I) second and not more than ten (10) seconds before releasing the ball (MALE 
ADULT AND JO BOYS ONLY) If the pitcher decides to pitch with the non-pivot 
tiHii to the rear and off the pitching plate, the backward siep can be taken before, 
simultaneous, or after the hands are brought together The pivot fool musi remain in 
contact with the pitching plate at all limes prior to the forward step (FEMALE 
ADl'LT ANf GIRLS ONLY) Both feet must remain in contact wiih the pitching plate 
at all nnK 1 \.. .»» ,«i the forward step 

Rl LE 6, SKCTIO' 'c: (FAST PITCH) 

(FEMALE AlH J \ND JO GIRLS ONLY) The pivot fool may remain in contact or 
niav push oft and drag a*a> from the pitching plate prior to the front Unit touching the 
ground, as long as the pivoi foot remains in contact with the ground 

Rl LK 6, SECTION MDx MODIFIED SEC (FAST PITCH) 3(i) 

The piuhei has twenty (20) seconds to release the next pitch aficr receiving ihe ball. OR 
AFTER IHE UMPIRE INDICATES "PLAY BALL " 
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MILK 7, SECTION 13(c): 

c. The on-deck batter may loosen up with no more than two official Softball bats, an ap- 
proved warm-up hat. or a combination of the two, not to exceed two. ANY 
DETACHABLE PIECE PLACED ON THE BAT MUST BE APPROVED BY THE 
EQUIPMENT STANDARDS COMMITTEE FOLLOWING A ONE-YEAR 
PERIOD OBSERVED BY MEMBERS OF THIS COMMITTEE. 
NOTE: THE "POWRWRAP" ATTACHMENT HAS BEEN APPROVED BEGIN- 
NING WITH THE 1991 SEASON. 

RULE 8, SECTION 2(b): 

(FP ONLY) When the catcher fails to calch the third strike before the ball touches the 
ground when there are fewer than two outs and first base is unoccupied, or any time there 
are two outs. This is called the third strike rule (EXCEPTION IO UNDER JUNIOR 
OLYMPIC: THE BALL IS DEAD AND THE BATTER IS OUT \ 

RULE 8. SECTION 7: 

ADD THE FOLLOWING WHICH PREVIOUSLY WAS LISTED UNDER RULE 7. 
SECTION II: 

Sec. 7 THE BATTER-RUNNER IS OUT: 

I. Immediately when he hits an infield My. as declared by the umpire, with runners on 
II rM and second or on first, second, and third, wnh fewer than two outs This is called 
the INFIELD FLY RULE 
m. II an in fielder intentionally drops a fair fly hall, including a line drive (FPor SP) or a 
bunt f F-P ONLY), which can be caught by an infielder with ordinary effort with first; 
first and second; first and third; or first, second, and third bases occupied with fewer 
than two outs. NOTE A trapped ball shall not he considered as having been mien* 
tionallv dropped 

EFFECT See 7n: The hall is dead and earn oaserunner must return to ihe lasi hase 
touched at the time of the pitch 

n. 1 1 a preceding runner who is not yet out intentionally interferes in the umpire's judg- 
ment, with a fielder who is attempting to catch a thrown bull or throw a ball in an 
atempi ro complete a play Interference shall be declared, and ihe runner shall also be 
called out 

o (SP ONLY) For excess over 'the- fence homer uns as listed under Rule 5. Section *) 

RULE 8. SEC TION 8<n): 

THE BASKRUNNER IS OUT: 

n When the coach near third base runs in the direction of home plate on or near the 
haveline while a fielder is attempting to make a play on a hatted or thrown ball and 
thereby draws a throw to home plate THF BASKRUNNER N FAR F.ST TO MOMF 

shall bf: dhc larfd our 

Rll.K 8. SUCTION 10(d): 

d B.iverunners must touch the second home plate located adjacent to the right handed 
Knier's box in order to he safe at home A base runner may be retired at home plaie on 
a non force situation without a tag The defensive plaver only has to hold the hall 
while touching the original home plate If the haserunner touches the original home 
plate, he will he out if appealed by the defensive team 
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c. Once a baserunner crosses a line 20 feet from home, he cannot return to third base. 
PENALTY: The baserunner will be called out If he returns. 
RULE 9, SECTION l(bb): 

ADD TO SECTION. THE BALL IS DEAD AND NOT IN PLAY:" 
bb.(IO-UNDER JO FAST PITCH ONLY) When a pitched ball is not batted. 

RUL F 9 SECTION 3* 

A NEW SECTION HAS BEEN ADDED TO INCLUDE "DELAYED DEAD BALL" 

SITUATIONS. , , _ . , 

Sec. 3. DELAYED DEAD BALL: There are six situations when a violation of the rule 
occurs, it is recognized by an umpire, and the ball remains live until the conclusion of the 
play. These situations are: 

a. An illegal pitch (Rule 6, Sections 1-8) 

b. Catcher's obstruction (Rule 8, Section 2d) 

c. Plate umpire interference (Rule 8, Section 6d) 

d. Obstruction (Rule 8, Section 5b 

e. Detached equipment contacting a thrown or fair baited ball (Rule 8. Section 5f) 

f. Runner at third or first base assisted by a coach on a tag up (Rule 8, Section 8m) 
NOTE: Once the entire play is completed in each situation, the proper enforcement 
should be made. In (f). a double play could be called. One out on ihe coach assisting the 
runner and the second out on the caught ball. 

RULE 12. SECTION 2(b)4(b)(5) 

A putout is credited to the catcher: 

(5) (SP ONLY) When the batter hits a third strike foul ball. 
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OFFICIAL DIMENSIONS 
FOR SOFTBALL DIAMONDS 
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SOFTBALL 
PLAYING 
RULES 

(c) 

V-ZCopyrlght by the Amateur Softball Aesoclatlon of America REVISED 1990 

"Pmmm (o repnnt THE OFFICIAL PLAYING RULES htl bMn gr.nl.0 by THE AMATEUR SOFTBALL 

ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA" 



Wherever he or -him " or (heir related pronouns may appear in this rule book 
either as words or as parts of words, they have been used for literary purposes and are 

55 '" ge,WrlC SCnSe <Le " mC ' Ude hu^ '• a^,tind • (,r bo,h male and fema 'c 
The words -Junior OI\mpic"ox the initials "JO. -refer to youth Softball. 



New ruin are highlights ,„ each tecr/on. A// p/eye are /fatfe/ted wfteiner pert 
tainlng to new or o/d ru/es. ^ 

WOf ITALICIZED WITH THIS MARKING MEANS CHANGE IN WORDING POtt 
CLARIFICATION ONLV NO CHANGE IS MADE IN THE RULE W0RDING 
mils POmtS ° f EmphasiS " at m end 01 the rules t0 hel P ctofi vj.',ows selected 



RULE 1. DEFINITIO NS [ 



^T'n u ■! '5 ? A bm ls considerca altered when the physical structure of a legal 
softhall hat has been changed Replacing the handle of a metal bat with a wooden or otter 
ype handle, inserting material inside the bat. apply.ng excessive tape (more than two layers) 
to the hat grip or painting a bat at the top or bottom for other than identification purposes are 
examples of altering a bat. Replacing the grip with another legal grip is not considered alter- 
iRf the bat. A 'flare or "cone" gr.p attached to the bat is considered an altered bat. (See 
Rule 7, Sec Id for penalty ) 

PHY- Bl hit* n»>bose hi, »vh an alummum b,u containing a nxxien handle. 

RULING - the ball is dead, holler- runner is out. and busemnnen ma\ not 
advance. The baner runner h ejected for uunx an altered bat 

Sec. 2. APPEAL PI-AY. An appeal play is a play on which an umpire may not make a 
decision unt.l requested by a manager, coach, or player. The appeal must be made before the 
next legal or .llegal p.tch. or before the defensive team has left the field. The defensive team 
has left the field when the pitcher and all mfielders have clearly vacated their normal 
fielding positions and have left fair territory on their way to the bench or dugout area 
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RULE 1, SECTION 2 



PLAY — With HI on firm, B2 hits a double. RI goes to third but fails to touch second. 

Umpire obserws this, but no appeal is made. B2 goes to second. Since no ap- 
peal was nukie, is the procedure the same as if RI hmi touched second? 



Sec, 3 BASK ON BALLS. A base on balls permits a baiter to gum first hase without 
liability to be put out anU is awarded to a batter by the umpire when four pitches are judged to 
be balls. (SP ONLY) If the pitcher desires to walk a batter intentionally, he may do so by 
notifying the plate umpire who shall award the hatter first base (Rule 8, Sec. 2c). 

Sec. 4. BASK PATH. A base path is an imaginary line 3 feet (0.91 m) on either side of a 
direct line between the hases (Also refer to Rule 8. Section 8a). 

Sec, 5. BASKRUNNKR. A haserunner is a player of the team at bat who has finished his 
turn * bat, reached first base, and has not yet been put out. 

Sec. 6. BATTKD BALL. A batted ball is any ball that hits the bat. or is hit by the bat, and 
lands either in fair or foul territory. No intention to hit the ball is necessary. 

Sec. 7. BATTKR'S BOX. The batter's box is the area to which the batter is restricted 
while in position with the intention of helping his team to obtain runs. The lines are con- 
sidered as being within the batter's bo*. Prior to the pitch, he may touch the lines, but no part 
of his foot may be outside the lines. 

Sec. ti. BATTKR-RUNNKR. A bailer -runner is a player who has finished his turn at hat 
but has not yet been put out or touched first base. 

Sec. 9. BAITING ORDKR. The batting order is the official listing of offensive players 
in the order in which members of that team must come to bat. When the lineup card is submit- 
ted, it shall also include each player's position. 

Sec. 10. BLOCKED BALL. A blocked hall is a hatted or thrown hall ihal is touched, 
stopped, or handled by a person not engaged in the game, or which touches any object that is 
not pan of the official equipment or official playing area 

EFFECT - It any illegal offensive equipment prevented the defense from making an out. the 
ball is dead, interference will be ruled, the player being played on shall be declared out, and 
each other runner must return to the last base touched at the time of the dead ball declaration. 
If no apparent play is ohvious, a blocked ball is ruled, no one is called out. and each runner 
must return to the last base touched at the time of the dead ball dec la ration See Rule 8. Sec. 
5g (play 4) for enforcement 

PlAY - A blin ked boll is called when fa) tt has the tmuh. (hi it strikes a spectator 
RULING • (a) No. (b)Yei 

Sec*. 11. BUNT. A bunt is a legally tapped ball noi swung ai. but intentionally hum with the 
bat and tapped slowly within the infield 

Sec. 12. CATCH. A catch is a legally caught ball which occurs when the fielder catches u 
batted, pitched, or thrown hall with his hand(s) or glove It the ball is merely held in the 
fielder's arm(s) or prevented from dropping to the ground by some pan of the fielder's body, 
equipment, or clothing the catch is not completed until the hall is in the grasp of the fielder's 



RVUNG - Yes. 
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hand(s) or glove li is not a catch if a Fielder, immediately after he contacts the ball, collides 
with another player, umpire, or a fence, or falls to the ground and drops the ball as a result of 
the collision or falling to the ground. In establishing a valid catch, the fielder shall hold (he 
ball long enough to prove he has complete control of it or that his release uf the ball is volun- 
tary and intentional. If a player drops the ball after reaching into his glove to remove it, or 
while in the act of throwing it, it is a valid catch, 

NOTK- A ball which strikes anything other than a defensive player while it is in flight is ruled 
the same as if it struck the ground. 

PI A Y(l) - A legal catch occurs when a fielder holds the ball (a) in his hand(s), (b) under 
his amis), frj m his cap, id) in his glove. RULING - (a) Yes, (b) No, (c) No % 
id) Yes. 

Pi A Y (2t - B I hits line drive which, after passing F3. strikes the umpire white the hall is 
over fair ground. Ihe ball han-hets and is fielded hy F4 while still inflight. 
RULING- This is not a catch. B I would have to he thrown out or tagged out. 

PI A Y t.U - F 3 ami F4 both attempt to field a fly ball. Without inching the ground, the 
ball strikes F4 on the head and. while still in the air (hasn V touched the 
anmnd), is caught hy F3 RUIJNG - This is a legally caught fly ball. 

PI A Y i4t Bl hits fly to F8 FH gets the ball in his hand(s) but drops it (a) when he falls to 
the ground and roils over, or (h) nhen he collides with a fielder or a nail, or 
u t when he Mans to throw to the infield. RUUNG - In (a) and (h) it is not a 
catch In (c) it is a legai catch if ball was held long enough for F8 to regain his 
balance but is then draped in a motion associated with an intended throw. 

Sec. 13. CATCHKR'S BOX. The catcher's bo* is thai area within which the catcher must 

remain until 

a ihPONI Y) Hiepik-h is released The lines arc lobe considered within the catcher's box 
h iSP ONLY) The pitched hall is batted, touches the ground or plate, or reaches the cat- 
iher s ho* The lines arc to be considered within the catcher's box. and all pans of the 
i ati her s body and/or equipment must be within the catcher's box until the pitched ball is 
hatred or reaches the catcher's box The catcher is considered within the box unless he 
touches the ground outside the catcher 's box 

H H-:n Sec I .lb An illegal pilch shall be calico 4 immediately, and Ihe batter will be 
awarded a hall, provided he does not swing at the illegal pitch. 

NOll Hor i au her \ box dimensions, %ce Rule 2. Sec 4d 

See. 14. CHARCKIH ONrT.RKNCK. A charged conference takes place when- 
a (Defensive Conference) The defensive team requests a suspension of play for any reason 
and a representative (not in the field) of ihe defensive team enters the playing Held and 
lines the umpire cause i<> believe thac he has delivered a message (by any means) to the 

p»U her 

h tOftensive Conference) 7*hc offensive team requests a suspension of play to allow the 
manager »r ofher team represenuuves to confer with the batter and/or baserunncrs Refer 
In Rule S Se<> K 
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RULE 1, SECTION 15 

Sec 15 CHOPFKD BALL. (SP ONLY) A chopped hit ball is one at which the batter 
strikes downward with a chopping motion of the bat so that the ball bounces high into the air. 

Sec 16, COACH. A coach is a member of the team at bat who takes his place within one 
of the cinches' boxes on the field to direct the players of his team in running the hascs. Two 
coaches arc allowed. One coach may have in his possession in the coach s box a scorebook. 
pen or pencil, and an indicator, all of which shall be used for scorekeepmg or record keeping 
purposes only. No communication equipment is allowed. 

Sec 17. MEAD BALL. The ball is not in play and is not considered in play again until the 
pitcher has it in his possession, is within 8 feet (2.44 m) of the pitcher's plate, and play ball 
has been declared by the umpire. A dead ball line is considered in play. Refer 10 Rule 1 1 5>et . 
52. 

Sec. 18. DKFKNSIVE TKAM. The defensive team is ihe team m the Held. 
Sec. 19. DISLOIXJED BASK. A dislodged ba.se is a base displaced from its proper posi* 
lion. 

Sec. 20, DOUBLE PLAY. A double pl;iy is a play by the defense resulting in iwo often- 
sive players being legally put out as a result ot continuous action. 

Sec. 21. FAIR BALL. A fair ball is a batted ball thai: 

a. Settles or is touched on or over fair territory between home and tirsi base or between 
home and third base. 

b. Bounds or rolls pasi first or third base on or over fair territory 

c. Bounds over any pari of the first or third base bag. regardless ot where the ball hits after 
going over the bag 

a, While on or over lair termor) . touches the person, attached equipment, or Uolhing ol a 

player or an umpire 
e. Touches first, second, or third base 

f First fallsor is first touched on or over lair territory beyond UrM. second, or third hase 

g. While over tair territory, passes out of the playing field beyond the outlield lence 

h . Hits the foul pole above the fence level 

NOT! A lair fly shall be judged according to the relative position of the ball and the 

foul line, including ihe loul pol e « ami not as 10 whc,h<;r lhe ficider ls on fa,r (>r 
foul territory at the lime he touches the ball tl does not matter whether th* hall 
first touches fair or foul territory, as long as it does not touch anything foreign 
to the natural ground in foul territory and complies with all other aspects of a 
lair ball 

PLAY(h - Batted ball settles on home plate RULING Fair fall 

PUY (2) - Batted ball first hits foul xrou.J and. without touchwx an\ fore^n ttijett. 

mils into fair ternton between first ami home or third and home where it set* 

ties RULING ~ Fair ball 
HiY dl Batted ball mils against bat m fair termors and la) remains m fair ternton or 

(bi rolls untouched into foul ternton RULING - A fair bail in (a) and afoul 

bail in ibi 
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RULE 1, SECTION 22 

Sec. 22. FAIR TERRITORY. Fair territory is that part of the playing field within, and 
including, the first and third base foul lines from home plate to the bottom of the extreme 
playing Held fence and perpendicularly upward. 

Sec. 23. FAKE TAG. A form of obstruction by a fielder who neither has the hall nor is 
about to receive the ball, and which impedes the progress of a runner either advancing or 
returning to a base. The runner does not have to stop or slide. Merely slowing down when a 
fake tag is administered would constitute obstruction. NOTE: Under Rule 8. Sec. 5b (3), a 
player may be removed from the game for a fake tag infraction. 

Sec. 24. FIELDER. A fielder is any player of the team in the field. 

See. 25. FLY BALL. A lly ball is any fair or foul ball hrted into the air. 

Sec. 26. FORCE OUT. A force out is an out which may be made only when a bascrunner 
loses the right to the base he is occupying because the hatter becomes a batter-runner, and 
before the batter- runner or a succeeding baserunner has been put out. 

NOTE- It the forced runner, after touching the next base, retreats for any reason 
towards the base he had last occupied, the force play is reinstated, and he may 
again be put out if the defense tags the base to which he is forced. 

PI A Y th Rl is on first btise. 82 hits sharp grounder to F* who first touches first base 
ami then touches Rl who is still on first bn.se. RULING - Only 82 is out. F3 \i 
an eliminated the force, thereby permitting Rl to reman on first. 

PlAY (2) - Rl on IB when B2 Ms a short fl\ tail to left field. Rl goes approximated 15 
feet off base waiting to see tfthe ball will be caught. 82 rounds IB andptvtses 
R I . and the umpire calls B2 out. Ihe ball dn^.s in for a base hit. R I advances 
to 2fl. and F4 % with the balL nigs 28 before Rl slides into the base RUUNG: 
Vie fon e out is removed when 82 passes Rl: therefore. F4 had to tax Rl. The 
runner is safe sliding into 2B if he was not tawed. 

Sec. 27, FOUL BALL. A foul ball is a bancd ball that 
a Settles or is touched on or over foul territory between home and first base or between 

home and third base 
b Bounds or rolls past first or third base on or over foul termor) . 

c While on or over foul territory, touches the person, attached equipment, or clothing of a 
player or an umpire, - any object foreign to the natural ground and provided a fair ball 
declaration had not been made prior to the ball entering foul territory . 

d First falls or is first touched on or over foul territory beyond first or third base. 

e Touches the baiter or the bat a second time while the ball is within the batter's box 

f Immediately rebounds up from the ground or home plate and hits the bat a second li«*e 
while the batter is in the batter's ho* 

A foul fly shall be judged according to the relative position of the ball and the 
loul line, including the foul po'e, and not a«» to whether the fielder ts on loulor 
fair territory at the time he touches the ball 

A fair ball is railed when (a) the ball hits the bax and defleets into foul ter- 
ritory, (b) the ball boumh from the infield o\er the base iind lands in foul ter- 
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RULE 1, SECTION 27 

riiory, (c) the ball lands within the amfines of the infield and rolls foul without 
being touched by a fielder. RVUNG- (a) Correct, (bl Correct, (c) False. 

PLAY (2) — Bat of Bl breaks into pieces as a result of hitting a pitch. The batted ball, 
bounding on foul territory in direction of third base, then hits the barrel of the 
bat, causing the ball to roll into fair territory in front of third base. F5 fields 
the ball and throws it to F3 who tags first base before Bl reaches it. RVUNG 
— Foul ball, but Bl is not out for hitting ball a second time. 

Sec. 28. FOUL TIP. A foul tip is a batted ball which goes directly from the hat. mil 
higher than the hatter's head, to the catcher's hand(s) and is legally caught by the catcher. 

NOTE: It is not a foul tip unless caught, and any foul tip that is caught is a strike In 
fast pitch and 16*' slow pitch, the hall is in play. In slow pitch the hall is dead. 
It is not a catch if it is a rebound, unless the ball first touched the catcher's 
hand(s)or glove. 

PLA Y (I) — Bull goes directly from bat and rebounds from protector (a) of F2 after having 
touched his glove, (b) of F2 without first havtng touched his glove, ic) of um- 
pire after having first touched glove of F2, (d) of umpire without first having 
touched glove of F2. In each case the ball rebounds into glove oj F2 and is 
held. RULING - In fa) it is a foul tip and a strike. In ib). ic) % and id) it is a 
fouL with ball becoming dead when it touched F2 in ib) or umpire in ic) and 
id). 

PLA Y i2) - (FP ONLY) With Rl on second, B2 hits foul tip Ma\ Rl advance without 
retouching second? Also, does it make anv difference if the catcher drops the 
butted ball 7 RULING - A foul tip is the same as anv strike; hence. Rl ma\ ad- 
vance without retouching. If batted ball is not caught, it is not a foul tip and is 
ruled a foul ball, in which case no runner ma\ advance 

Sec. 29. HE1.MKT. a) A helmet worn by the hatter, on deck batter, or runner shall be the 
type which has safety features equal to or greater than those provided by the full plastic cap 
with padding on the inside. The liner-type helmet does not meet the rule specifications b) JO 
slowpitch catchers must wear an approved batter's helmet with ear flaps, or the catcher's 
helmet ami mask 

Sec. 30. HOMK TKAM. The home team is ihe team on whose grounds the game is 
played If the game is playM on neuiral ground, die home team shaii be designated hy mutual 
agreement or by a flip ot a coin. 

Sec. 31. ILI,h(iAL RAT. An illegal hat is one ihat din-s nut meet the re^utnmicnls of 
Rule 3. Sec 1 

PLAY - Bl hits a double to itnterfield Umpire notices hot has been tampered with. 

t e , baseball bat honed down to soft ball size RULING - Dead bail, and Bl 
is called out Remove illegal piece of equipment from the game This i% an il- 
legal bat 
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RULE 1, SECTION 32 

Sec. 32. ILLEGALLY BATTED BALL, An illegally batted ball occurs when: 

a. A batter's entire foot is completely outside the lines of the batter's box and on the ground 
when he hits a ball fair or foul. 

b. Any pan of the batter's foot is touching home plate when he hits the ball fair or foul. 

c. The batter hits the ball with an illegal bat. 

PLA Y (I) — Batter hits a pitched ball while his entire foot is completely out of batter's box, 
in contact with the ground, and the hall goes directly into the stands behind 
home plate, RULING - Ball is dead. Bauer is declared out, 

PLA Y (2) — Fl delivers ball to Bt, Bl has one foot touching home plate as he swings and 
completely misses pitch, RULING ~ A strike is catted. This is not an illegally 
baited ball. The ball must be hit (fair or foul) 10 enforce the illegally baited 
ball rule. 

Sec. 33. ILLEGALLY CAUGHT BALL. An illegally caught ball occurs when * fielder 
catches a batted or thrown ball with his cap. helmei, mask, protector, pocket, detached glove, 
or any part of his uniform that is detached from its proper place. 

PLA Y - REFER TO RULE I , Sec. 12. 

Sec. 34 ILLEGAL PITCHER. A player legally in the game, but one who may not pitch 
as a result of: (a) a pitcher who has been removed from the pitching position by the umpire aa 
a result of two charged conference* in one inning, or (h) (SP ONLY) a pitcher who has been 
removed from tide pitching position by the v jipire as a result of pitching with escetaive speed 
after a warning. PENALTY: If an illegal pitcher returns to tne pitching position and has 
thrown one pitch, he is ejected from the game. 

Sec. 35. ILLEGAL PLAYER, A player who has entered the game without reporting. 
When brought 10 the plate umpire's attention by the offended team after the first legal or il- 
legal pitch, and before the team in violation informs the umpire, the use of an illegal player is 
removal of that player from me game and declared ineligible. 

Sec. %. INELIGIBLE PLAYER. A *jyer who may no longer legally participate in the 
game because he has been removed by the unpin: An ineligihlc player may no longer par- 
ticipate as a player The use of an ineligible player will constitute a forfeit 

Sec. 37. IN FLIGHT. Inflight is the term used for any batted, thrown, or pitched ball 
which has not yet touched the ground or some object or person other than a fielder 

Sec. 33. IN JKOPARDY. In jeopards is a term indicating tha' « : :e ball is in play and an of- 
fensive player may he nut out. 

Sec. 39. INKIKI.I). The infield is thai portion ol the Held in lair territory which includes 
areas normally covered by infieldcrs 

Sec. 40. IN HELD FLY. An infield ny is a fair fly ball (not including a line drive or an at- 
tempted bunt) which can be caught by an infielder with ordinary effort when first and second 
haws or first, second, and third bases are *:cupicd before two are out The pitcher, catchrr, 
and any outfielder who *™itions himself in the infield on the play shall be considered in- 
fieldcrs for the purpose of th.'s nil? 
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RULE 1, SECTION 40 

NOTE; When it seems apparent that a batted ball will be an infield fly, the umpire 
shall immediately declare, "INFIELD FLY. THE BATTER IS OUT," for 
the benefit of the runners. If the bait is near a foul line, the umpire shall 
declare. "INFIELD FLY. THE BATTER IS OUT IF FAIR." 

The ball is alive, and runners may advance at the risk of the ball being caught 
or retouch and advance after the ball is touched, the same as on any fly ball. If 
the hit becomes a foul ball, it is treated the same as any foul. 

If a declared infield fly is allowed to fall untouched to the ground and bounces 
foul before passing first or third base, it is foul ball. If a declared infield fly 
falls untouched to the ground outside the foul lines and bounces fair before 
passing first or third base, it is an infield fly. 

PLA Y {1} — Rl and R2 are on second and first bases respectively with none out B3 hits a 
hii>h pop foul between home and first base which F3 loses sight of in the sun. 
The infield flv is declared by the umpire(s). Ball lands on foul ground without 
being touched and rolls into fair territory halfway between home and first 
base. Fl picks up ball and throws to F4 covering first, who touches R2 with 
hall while runner R2 is offba.se. RUUNG - Infield f1\ B3 and R2 are both 
out 

PLAY (2) — Rl and R2 are on seamd and first bases respei lively with one (Hit B3 hits a 
high flv Ixill which, in the judgement of the umpire, may be handled by the sec- 
ond baseman with reasonable effort. The infield flv rule is declared by the um- 
pire The second baseman intentionally drops the flv ball Seeing the ball 
dropped. Rl runs to third base but is thrown out RUUNG - B3 i \ out on the 
infield flv The bail remains alive Rl is alstt nut since the infield fl\ takes 
precedence over the ' 'intentionally dropped flv ball 

Sec, 41. INNING. An inning is thai portion of a game w nhin which the teams alternate on 
offense and defense, and in which there are three outs for each team A new inning begins im 
mediately after the final out of the previous inning 

Sec. 42, INTKRKKRKNCK. Interference is the act of an of tensive plaser or team 
member which impedes or confuses a defensive player attempting to execute a play 

Sec. 43. JUNIOR OLYMPIC PLAYER. Any player 18 years and under who has not 
reached the 19th birthday prior to September I . NOTE: If one or more J.O. Player(s) play on 
tn adult team, it is considered playing in an adult league and adult rules will be in effec! 

Sec. 44. LK(;AL TOUCH. A legal touch occurs when a baserunner or batter runner who 
is nol touching a base is touched by the ball while it is securely held in a fielder's hand(s) The 
ball is not considered as having been securel) held it it is juggled or dropped by the fielder 
after having touched the runner, unless the runner deliberately kmxks the ball trom the 
handis) of the fielder It is sufficient tor the runner to be touched with the glove or hand(s» 
holding the ball 
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RULE 1, SECTION 44 

PLA Y il) — Bl hits ground ball to first baseman who gathers in the ball, runs over to the 
first baseline, tags the runner, then juggles, bobbles, and drops the ball. 
RULING- Illegal tr rh. Runner is safe 

PI A Y (2) — 77? e catcher has the ball in his glove when he tags runner with the glove. Bali 
does not come into contact with the runner. RULING — Touching with the 
glove or hand(s) holding the h<\ll is the same as touching with the hall. The 
runner is nut. 

PI A Y (3) — While lying on the ground with hall in right hand, the first baseman tags first 
base wiih left hand prior to hatter- runner reaching first base. RULING — 
Batter-runner is out. Legal touch. 

Set-. 45. LEGALLY CAUGHT BALL. A legally caught ball occurs when a fielder catches 
a baited, pitched, or thrown ball, provided it is not caught in the fielder's cap, helmet, mask, 
protector, pocket, detached glove, or any pari of his uniform that is detached from its proper 
place on his person. It must be caught ami firmly held with a hand or hands. A player may not 
be contacting anything in a dead ball area at the time of the catch. 

See. 46. LINK DRIVE*:. A line drive is a fly ball that is batted sharply and directly into the 
playing field. 

Sec. 47. OBSTRUCTION. Obstruction is the act of 
a A defensive player nr team member which hinders or prevents a batter from striking or 
hitting a pitched ball. 

b. A fielder. (I) not in possession of the hall. (2) not in the act of fielding a batted ball, or (3) 
not about to receive a thrown ball which impedes the progress of a bascrunncr or batter- 
runner who is legally running bases 

Sec. 4fl. OFFENSIVE TEAM. The offensive team is the team at bat. 

Sec. 49. ON DECK BATTER. The on-deck batter is the offensive player whose name 
follows the name of the batter in the batting order. He shall take a position within the lines of 
the on-deck circle nearest his bench. (Refer to Rule 7. Sec. 13.) 

See. 50. OUTFIELD. The outfield is that portion of the field which is outside the dia- 
mond formed by the baselines, or the area not normally covered by an in fielder, and within 
the loul lines beyond first and third bases and boundaries of the grounds 

Sec. 51. OVERSLIDE. An ovcrshde is the act of an offensive player when, as a runner, 
he oserslides a base he is attempting to reach It is usually caused when his momentum causes 
him to lose contact with the hase. which then causes him to be in jeopardy The batter-runner 
may ovcrshde first base without being in jeopardy 

PLA Y A runner over\hde\ first base (a) during advance from home plate or (b) on 

return ta first base after attempt to advance to second base In either case he is 
tawed ssith bail while off base RULING - ta) Safe, tbl Out 

See. 52. OVERTHROW. An overthrow occurs when a thrown ball from a fielder goes 
beyond the boundary lines of ihe playing field (dead ball territory) or becomes a BL(X'KED 
BALL (Rule I. Sec 10) 
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RULE 1, SECTION 53 



Sec. 53. PASSED BALL. (FP ONLY) A passed ball is a legally delivered bull that should 
have been held or controlled by the catcher with ordinary effort. 

Sec. 54. PIVOT F(X)T. (FP ONLY) The pivot foot is that foot which must remain in 
contact with the pitcher's plate. Pushing off with the pivot foot from a place other than the 
pitcher's plate is illegal. 

(SPONLY) The pivot foot is that foot which the pitcher must keep in constant contact with 
the pitcher's plate until the ball is released. 

NOTE: (16" Slow Pitch) After a hesitation, the pivot foot may be removed during a 
pickoff situation but must be replaced in contact with the pitcher's plate before 
the pitch is released 

Sec. 55. PLAY BALL. Flax ball is the term used by the plate umpire to indicate that play 
shall begin or be resumed when the pitcher has the ball in his possession and is within 8 feet 
(2.44 m) of the pitcher's plate. All defensive players except the catcher, who must be in his 
box, must be anywhere on fair ground to put the ball into play. 

NOTK: (FP ONLY) See Rule 6. Set- 7 for penalty. 

Sec. 56. QUICK RETURN PITCH. A quick return pitch is one made by the pitcher with 
the obvious attempt to catch the batter off balance. This would be before the batter takes his 
desired position in the baiter's box or while he is still oil balance as u result of (he previous 
pitch. 

Sec* 57. RIJNNKR. The term runner means "baiter runner** or "baserunner " 

Sec, 58. SACKIHCK FLY. A sacrifice fly is scored when, with fewer than two outs, al 
the batter scores a runner with a fly ball or line drive that is caught; or b) the butter scores a 
runner with a fly ball or line drive (hat is dropped h> an outfielder (or an mfielder running in 
to the outfield), and. in the scorer's judgement, the runner could have scored after the catch 
had the lly ball or line drive been caught 

Sec. 59. STARTING PITCHKR. The pla>er listed as a pitcher on ihc lineup card or ol 
ficial scorehook 

Sec. 64). STKALINlf. (FP ONLY) Stealing is the an n! a haseruniier attempting to ad 
vance during a pitch lo the butter 

Sec. 61. STKIKK ZONK. (FP ONLY) The strike /one is lhai space o\er an> part ol home 
plate between the batter's arm pits and the lop of his knees a hen he assumes a natural hatting 
stance 

(SPONLY) The strike /one is thai space over any pari ol home plate between the halter's 
back shoulder ^nd his knees when he assumes a natural hauini 1 . stance 

Sec. 62. TIMK. Time is the term used hy the umpire 10 order the suspension ol pla> 

Sec. 63. TRIPI.K PLAY. A triple pla> is a continuous action plas hy the defense un 
which three offensive pla>crs are put out 

Sec. 64. TURN AT BAT. A (urn at hat begins when a player I'trsi enters the bailer's bo* 
and continues until he is put out or becomes a battel runner. 
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RULE 1, SECTION 65 

Sec, 65r WILD PITCH. (FP ONLY) A wild pitch is a legally delivered ball so high, 10 
low, or so wide of the plate that the catcher cannot catch or stop and control it with ordinary 

effort. 



RULE 2. THE PLAYING FIELD 



(Rtfer to Drawing Showing Official Dlmantlona of Softball Diamond) 

Sec, I. THK PLAYING FIELD IS THE AREA WITHIN WHICH THE BALL MAY 
BE LEGALLY PLAYED AND FIELDED. The playing field shall have a clear and 
unobstructed area between the foul I ; .ks and within the radius of the prescribed fence 
distances from home plate. 
(Refer to FENCE DISTANCE Chart). 
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RULE 2, SECTION 1 

ADULT DIVISIONS DISTANCES 

Minimum Maximum 

Fast Pitch 

Women 200 ft. (60.96 m) 

Men 225 ft. (68.58 m) 250 ft. (76.20 m)* 

Junior Men 225 ft. (68.58 m) 250 ft. (76.20 m) 

♦In ca.se of inclement weather, maximum fence distance may be waived. 

Modified 

Women 200 ft. (60.% m) 

Men • 265 ft. (80.80 m) 

Slow Pitch 

Women 250 ft. (76 20 m) 

Men 275 ft. (83 82 rn) 

Co-Ed 275 ft. (83.82 m) 

Super 300 ft. (91.44 m) 

•Beginning in 1991 . Men's Major and Super Division fence distance shall he 300 feet in na- 
tional championship tournament play only. 
16" Slow Pitch 

Women ... 200 ft. (60 % m) 

Men 250 ft (76.20 m) 

YOUTH DIVISIONS DISTANCES 

Minimum Maximum 

Fast Pitch 

Girls 10-Under . 150 ft (45 72 m) 175 ft (53 34 m) 

Bnys 10-Under 150 ft (45.72 m) 175 ft. (53.34 m) 

Girls 12- Under 175 ft (53. 34 m) 200 ft (60.96 m) 

Boys 1 2 -Under 175 ft (53 34 m) 200 ft (60 % m) 

Girls 14-Under 175 ft (53 34 m) 200 ft (60 % m) 

Boys 14-Under 175 ft (53 34 m) 200 ft (60 % m) 

Girls 16 Under ■ 200 ft (60 96 m) 225 ft (68 58 m) 

Boys 16-Under 200 ft (60.96 m) 225 ft. (68 58 m) 

Girls I8-Under 200 ft (60 % m) 225 ft. (68 58 ml 

Boys 18 Under 200ft (60 %m) 225 ft (68 58 m) 
Slow Pitch 

Girls 10-Under 150 ft (45 72 m) 1 75 ft (53 34 m) 

Boys 10-Under 150 ft (45 72 m) 175 ft (53 34 m) 

GirK 12-LJndcr "75 ft (53 34 m) 200 ft (60 % m) 

Boys 12-Under 175 ft (53 14 m) 200 ft (60 % m) 

Girls 14-Under 225 ft (68 58 m) 250 ft (76 20 m) 

Boys 14 Under 250 ft (76 20 m) 275 ft (83 82 m) 

Girls 16-Under 225 ft (6K 58 m) 250 ft (76 20 m) 

Boys 16-Under 275 ft (83 82 m) 300 ft ( l >1 44 m) 

Girls 18-Undcr 225 ft (68 58 m) 250 ft (76 20 m) 

Bovs 18 Under T" 4 275 ft (83 82 m) 300 fi (91 44 n» 
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RULE 2, SECTION 2 

Sec, 2. GROUND OR SPECIAL RULES ESTABLISHING THE LIMITS OF THE 
PLAYING FIELD MAY BE AGREED UPON BY LEAGUES OR OPPOSING TEAMS 
™"™F E * ^CKSTOPS, FENCES, STANDS, VEHICLES, SPECTVTOM, OR 
OTHER OBSTRUCTIONS ARE WITHIN THE PRESCRIBED AREA. Any obstmction 
on fair ground less than Ihe prescribed fence distances from home plate (as outlined in Sec 1 
of this rule) should he clearly marked for the umpire's information. 

Set . 3. THE OFFICIAL DIAMOND SHALL HAVE BASE LINKS AS FOLLOWS: 

ADULT DIVISIONS DISTANCES YOUTH DIVISIONS DISTANCES 

Fast Pnch p asl pj Ich 

Won * n 60 ft. (18.29 m) Girls 10- Under 55 ft. ( 16 76 m) 

Men 60 ft. (18.29 m) BoyslO-Under 55 ft. (16 76 m) 

Junior Men 60ft. (18.29 m) Girls 12-Under 60 ft. (18.29m) 

kM jr , Boys 1 2- Under 60ft. (18.29m) 

Modified Girls I4-Undcr 60ft. (18 29m) 

Wo ™ n o()H.(l8 29m) BoysU-Under 60 ft. (18 29m) 

Men... 60 ft. (18.29 m) Girls 16 Under 60ft.(|8.29m) 

Cl D u & «I6-Undcr .60 ft. (18 29m) 

s,imP,Kh Girls 18-Under 60 ft. (18.29 m) 

Wl,men 65 r < <W «1 ni) Boys I8-Under 60 ft. ( 18.29 m) 

Men 65 ft (19 81 m) ni 

Co ed 65 ft. (19 81m) Slow Puch 

Super u5fl. (19 81 m) Girls lO Under . . 55 ft. (16.76m) 

Boys 10-Undcr 55 ft. (16.76m) 

l6*\Slo* Hiuh Girls 12-Under 60 ft. ( 18.29 m) 

Women 5511 (16 76 m) Boys 12-Under . . 60 ft. ( 18 29 m) 

Men 55ft (16 76m) CiirlsU-Umlcr 65ft (19.81 m) 

Boys 1 4- Under 65 ft (19.81 m) 

Girls 16 Under 65 ft (19 81 m) 

Boys 16 Under 65 ft (19.81 m) 

Girls 18 Under 65 ft . (19.81 m) 

Boys 18 Under 65 ft. (19.81 m) 
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RULE 2, SECTION 3 

THE OFFICIAL DIAMOND SHALL HAVE PITCHING DISTANCES AS FOLLOWS: 
DISTANCES YOUTH DIVISIONS DISTANCES 



ADULT DIVISIONS 

Fast Pilch 

Women 40 ft. (12. 19 m) 

Men 46 ft. (14.02 m) 

Junior Men 46 ft. (14.02 m) 

Modified 

Women 40ft. (12. 19m) 

Men 46 ft. (14.02 m) 

Slow Pilch 

Women 50ft. (15.24m) 

Men 50 ft. (15.24 m) 

Co*d 50ft.<IS.24m) 

Super 50 ft. (15.24 m) 

16" Slow Pilch 

Women 38 ft. (I I 58 m) 

Men 38 ft. (II. 58m) 



Fast Pilch 

Girls 10-Under 35 ft. (10.67 m) 

BoyslO-Under 35 ft. (10.67 m) 

Girls I2-Under 35 ft. (10.67 m) 

Boys I2-Under 40ft. (12. 19m) 

Girls I4-Under 40ft. (12. 19 m) 

Boysl4-Under 46 ft. (14.02 m) 

Girlsl6-Under 40 ft. (12. 19 m) 

Boysl6-Under 46 ft. (14.02 m) 

Girls 18-Under 40ft (12. 19m) 

Boys 18-Under 46 ft. (14.02 m) 

Slow Pitch 

Girls 10-Under 35 ft. ( 10 67 m) 

(10.67 m) 
(J2.l9m) 
(12. 19m) 
(14.02 m) 
(14 02 m) 



Boys 10-Under 35 ft 

Girls 12-Under 40 ft. 

Boys!2-Under 40 ft 

Girls I4-Under 46 ft. 

Boys I4-Under 46 ft 

Girls I6-Under 46 ft. ( 14.02 m) 

Boysl6-Under 46 ft (14 02 ni) 

Girls 18-Under 46 ft (14 02 m) 

Boysl8-Undcr 50 ft. (15.24 m) 

NOTK: If he base distances ur the pitching distance is fiHind to be at the wrong dimensions 
during the c mrse ol the game, correct the error and continue playing the game. 



Sec 4 FOR THE LAYOUT OF THE DIAMOND, REFER TO DRAWING SHOWING 
OFFICIAL DIMENSIONS OF SOFTBALL DIAMOND. TO1S SECTION SERVES ASAN 
EXAMPLE K>R LAYING OUT A DIAMOND WITH 60-FOOT BASES AND A 4^POOT 
PITCHING DISTANCE. To dctemiine the pmiiion of home plate, draw a line in the direction 
desired to lay the diamond. Dnvc a slake at the corner ol home plate nearest the catcher Fasten a 
cord to this stake ar . tie knots, or otherwise mark the cord, at 46 feet ( 14.02 mh 60 feet ( 1 8 29 mi. 
84 feet 10'A inchc.i-.5.86m).andai I20f«t (36 58ni). 

Place the cord (without stretching) along the direction line and place a slake at the 46- foot ( 14 02 
ni) marker - this will be the front line at the middle of the pitcher's plate Along the same line, 
drive a stake at the 84-fnot 10 14 inch (25 68 m) marker This will be the center of second bo*, hir 
the 65-foot base distance, this line will be 91 feet II inches (28 07 m). 

Place the 1 20-foot (36 58 m) marker at the center of second hase. and taking hold of the cord at 
the 60-foot ( 18 29 m) marker, walk ki the right of the direction line until the and is tout and drive a 
sfcke at the 60-foot ( 18 29 m) marker This will be the outside comer of fir* hase, and the i cord 
will now form the lines to first and second bases. Again, holding the cord at the otMnol (18.29 m) 
marker, walk across the field and. in like manner, mark the outside aimer of third base Home 
plate, firslba.se. and third base arc wholly insnic the diamond. 
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To check the diamond, place the home plate end of the cord at the first base stake and the 
120-foot (36.58 m) marker at third base. The 60-foot (18.29 m) marker should now check at 
home plate and second base. 

In faying : out a 65-foot base path diamond, follow the same procedure with the following 
substitute dimensions: 65-foot (19.81 m), 130-foot (39.62 m), and 9!-feci 11 inches (28.07 
m). 

Check all distances with a steel tape whenever possible. 

a. THE J-FOOT (0.91 m) LINE is drawn parallel to and 3 feet (0.91 m) from the baseline, 
. 2!lH n l a l££P ,nf hllfwa > between home plate and first base. 

b. THE BATTER'S ON-DECK CIRCLE Is a 5-foot (1.52 m) circle (2'4-foot [0.76 ml 

m^SRU 0 lhc cnd of Plwrs 1 bench or dugout area closest to home plate. 

c. THE BATTER S BOX, one on each side of home plate, shall measure 3 feet (0.9 Fm) by 
7 feet (2. 13 m). The inside lines of the batter's box shall be 6 inches (15.24 cm) from 
home plate. The front line of the box shall be 4 feet (1.22 m) in front of a line drawn 
through the center of home plate. The lines are considered as being within the batter's 

d. THE CATCHER'S BOX shall be 10 feet (3.05 m) in length from the rear outside cor- 
ners of the batters' bones and shall be 8 feet 5 inches (2.57 m) wide 

° J£r«.£P^^ A LINE 15 reET < 4 ' 57 m > W > NG DRAWN 

OUTSIDE THE DIAMOND. The line is parallel to and 8 feet (2.44 m) from the first 
and third baselines* extended from the bases toward home plate. 

f. THE PITCHER'S PLATE shall be permanently attached to the ground at distances in- 
duced in Rule 2, Sec. 3. (PP ONLY) There shall be a 16-foot (4.88 m) circle. 8 feet 
(2 44 m) in radius, drawn from the pitcher s plate. The lines drawn around the pitcher's 
plate are considered inside the circle. 



RULE 3. EQUIPMENT 



See. I. THE OFFICIAL BAT. 

a. Shall be made of one piece of hardwood, or formed from a block of wood consisting of 

two or more pieces of wood bonded together with an adhesive in such a way that the grain 

direction of all pieces is essentially parallel to the length of the bat 
b Shall he metal, plastic, graphite, carbon, magnesium, fiberglass, ceramic, or any other 

composite material approved by the ASA. Any new composite construction bat must be 

reviewed and approved by the ASA 
c May he laminated, but must contain only wood or adhesive and have a clear finish (if 

finished). 

d. Shall be round or three-sided and shall be smooth If the barrel end has knurled finish, the 
maximum surface roughness is no more than 250 if measured by a profilometcr or 4/1000 
if measured by a spectrograph 

c Shall not be more than 34 inches (87.0 cm) long nor exceed 38 ounces (1 100 0 e) in 
weight • 

t If round, shall not be more than 2 U inches (6 0cm) in diameter at its largest part; and if 
three-sided, shall not exceed 2U inches (6 0 cm) on the hitting surface A tolerance of 
1 > 32 inch (0 80 mm) is permitted lo allow for expansion on the round bat. 

g If metal, may he angular 

h Shall not have exposed rivets, pins, rough or sharp edges, or any form of exterior 
fastener that would present a hazard. A metal bat shall be free of burrs. 
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RULE 3, SECTION 1 

i. If metal, shall not have a wooden handle. 

j. Shall have a safety grip of cork, tape (not smooth, plastic-type), or composition material. 
The safety grip shall not be less than 10 inches (2S.0 cm) long and shall not extend more 
than IS inches (4O.0 cm) from the small end of the bat. Any molded finger-formed grip 
'made by the tet manufacturer, if used, must be permanently attached to the bat or attach- 
ed to the bat with safety tape, and must be approved by the Equipment Standards Commit- 
tee. NOTE: The •Trigger-Grip 0 wu approved in 1991.' Resin, pine tar, or spray 
substances placed on the safety grip to enhance the grip are permissible on the grip only. 
NOTE: Tape applied to any bat must be continuously spiral. It does not have to be a solid 
layer of tape. It may not exceed two layers. 

fc. If metal, and not made of one-piece construction with the barrel end closed, shall have a 
rubberor vinyl plastic insrn firmly secured at the large end of the bat. 

I. Shall have a safety knob of a minimum of U inch protruding at a 90-degrec angle from 
the handle. It may be molded, lathed, welded, or permanently fastened. A "Hare" or 
"cone" grip attached to the bat will be considered an altered bat. 

m. Shall he marked OFFICIAL SOFTBALL by the manufacturer. If the words OFFICIAL 
SOFTBALL cannot he read due to wear and tear on the bat. the bat should be declared 
legal if it is legal in all other aspects 

NOTE: Softball bats used in ASA championship tournament play must be approved by the 

Equipment Standards Committee. Bats with special design features to enhance hit distance 

will not he allowed. Manufacturers must submit all new designed bats to the ASA Equipment 

Standards Committee for approval prior to sales 

Sec. 2. WARM-UP BATS. No more than two official soltball bats, one ASA approved 
warm-up bat. or a combination of the two — not to exceed two — may be used by the on-deck 
batter in the on-deck circle. The WARM-UP BAT should meet the following requirements to 
be approved: a) stamped with '4 -inch letters WB on either end of the bat or marked in I -inch 
letters the words Warm- Up Bat Onlv on the barrel end of the bat; b) a minimum weight of 48 
ounces (1360 0 g); e) a minimum barrel diameter of 2 '/i inches (6 Ocm). d) have a safety grip 
of at least 10 inches (25 Ocm) and no more than 15 inches (40.0cm) extended from the knob; 
and'or e) he of one-piece construction or a one-piece permanently assembled hat approved by 
the Equipment Standards Committee 

Sec. 3. THE OFFICIAL SOFTBALL. 

a. Shall be a regular, smooth -seamed, Mat- surfaced hall with concealed stitches 

b. Shall have a center core made of either No. I quality long fibre kapok, a mixture ol cork 
and rubber, a polyurcthane mixture, or other materials approved by the ASA. 

c May be hand or machine -wound w ith a tine quality twisted yarn and covered with latex or 
rubber cement 

d. Shall have a co\er cemented to the hall by application ol cement io the underside ol the 
cover and sewn with waxed thread of cotton or linen It the cover is molded, it may be a) 
bonded to the core or h) be of the same composition as the core fcither molded type must 
have an authentic facsimile of stitching as approved by the ASA 

e. Shall have a cover of chrome tanned, top grain horsehideor cowhide, synthetic material, 
or other materials approved by the ASA 

f The 12 inch (U) Ocm) hall shall be between II 7 8 inches t M) 0 em) and 12 1-8 inches 
111 0 cm) in circumference and shall weigh between 6'4 ounces ( 180 0 g) and 7 ounces 

» ■ * 
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RULE 3, SECTION 3 



(200 0 p). The smooth-seamed style shall not have fewer than 88 stitches in each cover, 
tJw ASA ,he ,Wwnc€dlc ^K,hcH, • " r wi,h an authentic facsimile of stitching as approved by 

g. The 1 1 -inch (27 0 cm) ball shall be between 10-7/8 inches (27,0 cm) and 1 1-1/8 inches 
<2K 0 cm) in circumference and shall weigh between 5-7/8 ounces (165.0 g) and 6*1/8 
ounces 1 175 0 g) The smooth-seamed style shall not have fewer than 80 stitches in each 
.cover, sewn by the two-needle method, or with un authentic facsimile of stitching as at* 
proved by the ASA. 

U The whiic-stltch 12-inch ball shall be used in the following ASA play; men's and 
women's fast pitch, boys and girls Junior Olympic 1 2-. 14- , 16 , and 1 8-under fast pitch; 
and hoys 14-. l6-.and 1 8-under slow pitch. It must ha ve a COK of .50 or under and be so 
marked 

i The white stitch 1 1-inch ball shall be used in the following ASA play: boys and girls 
Junior Olympic 10-under fast pitch. It must have a COR of .50 and under and show the 
ASA logo 

I The red Mitch (and/or red indelible stanyanjt as approved bv the ASA) 12-inch ball witha 
(OR of 47 and under shall be used in ihc following ASA Play: Aduh men's slow pitch 
and co cd slow pitch (male bailers only) Ji must he marked MSP.47 and show the ASA 

logo 

k The red stitch tand'or red indelible stamping as approved bv the ASA) 1 1 -inch hall with a 
I OR of 47 and under shall he used in ihe following ASA Play: Women's slow pitch, co- 
ed slow pitch (women baiters only), boys Junior Olympic lO.undcr and I2«undcr slow 
pitch and all girls Junior Olympic slow pilch. Ji must be marked GWSP-47 and show the 
ASA logo 

I SnfibalK used m ASA pla> musi meci standards set by the ASA Equipment Standards 
( ommuice as srnmn below and musi be stamped wiih the ASA logo 

T Hh OFFICIAL SOFTBALL SPECIFICATIONS ARE AS FOL LOWS 

sop i ball thread minimum maximum minimum maximum marking 

COLOR SIZE SIZE J5IZE SIZE 

12 imh FP while 1 1 7*8 m 12 in 6'4~w 7 07 ASA 

( M) » ^-n« .... . .30 0 cm J] 0 cm _ _[80 0^ _2(X) 0 g Logo 

l2imhSP red I i 7/8 in 12 1/8 in" 6^0/ 7 o/ " MSP-47 

n,MKm) ..„30 0 cm 31 0 cm 180 0 j 2(XM) jK _ AS A Log o 

16 inch SP while I5 7'8m lai'Kin 9 o/ "ibo/ ASA 

(4 * 41)0 cm _4I 0<;m 225 0^ 283 0 g L igo 

I I »»*■»■ rfd 10 7'8 iii 1 1 I '8 in "5 7/8 0/ Yi/~g 0/ ~ GWSP-47 
<27<K»v 27 0cm 28 0 cm 165 0^ 1 75.0 £ ASA Logo 
1 1 "Hh tthm 10 7 8 in I I 18 in 5 7^8 0/ ' 6 I '8 07 "" ASA 
i- 7 »inn 27 0 cm 28 0 cm 165 Og 1 7S 0 ^ | og0 



Set. 4. 1 HE HOME PLATE SHALL BE MADE OF RUBBER OR OTHER 
SI II ABLE MAIERIAL(S). It shall be a five-sided figure. 17 inches (43 18 cm) wide 
<kr.»v* ihe edjie facing the pitcher The sides shall be parallel lo ihc inside lines of the batter's 
bo* aikUhallhcS^ inches (21 5V cm) long Ihe sides of ihe point facing ihc catcher shall be 
12 un host Kl 48 cm long 



o 
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RULE 3, SECTION 4 

(SLOW PITCH 55-OVER) A lecond home place thill be placed adjiccm to die right 
, tended better'* box. (Refer to Rule l» Section lOd). 

Sec. 5. THE PITCHER'S PLATE shall be of wood or rubber. 24 inches (60 % cm) long 
and 6 inches (15.24 cm) wide. The lop of the plate shall be level wiih ihe ground. The from 
line of the plate shall be the prescribed pitching distances from the back point of home plate. 
(Refer to PITCHING DISTANCES chart in Rule 2. Sec 3.) 

Sec. 6. THK BASKS. OTHER THAN HOME PLATE SHALL BE 15 INCHES (38. 10 
cm) SQUARE, MADE OF CANVAS OR OTHER SUITABLE MATERIALS). AND NOT 
MORE THAN 5 INCHES (12.70 cm) IN THICKNESS The bases should be securely fas- 
tened in position. 

a. The double base is approved for use at first base This base is 15 by 30 inches and made of 
canvas nr other suitable matcrial(s) Half the base is white (secured in lair territory), and 
half is orange (secured in foul territory). It should not be more than 5 inches ( 12.70 cm) 
in thickness. 

NOTE: The following rules apply to the double base: 

1) A batted ball hitting the white portion is declared fair, und a batted ball 
hilling ihe orange portion is declared foul. 

2) Both while and orange portions of ihe base arc treated equally lor the of- 
fense and (he defense 

REFER TO POINTS OP EMPHASIS 

b. (SLOW PITCH 55-OVER) The double first base shall be used in this division of play. 

SOFTBALL GLOVE SPECIFICATIONS 

(A) Palm width 3in 

(B) Palm width &i in 

(C) Top opening nt web 5 »n 

(D) Bottom opening otweo 4Vi in 

(E) Wot) top lo bottom 7K 4 in 
IF l First finger crotch seam 7'jin 
(G) ThumO colch seam I 1 '* m 
(Hj C'Otch warn «n 
(l) Thumb top lo bottom 

Edg« 9*« «n 

(J) Fust t»nger lop lo 

boiiom tKlge 14 »n 

I K) Second tmgeMop to 

Bottom edge I3'« m 

il) Third hnger top lo 

boitom edga 12'« m 

(M) Fourth linger lop to 

boitom edge 1 1 m 




Set-. 7. GLOVES MAY BE WORN BY ANY PLAYER. BUT MITTS MAY BE USED 
ONLY BY THE CATCHER AND FIRST BASEMAN. No lop lacing, nebbing, nr olhcr 
device between ihe ihumb and biKJy uf ihe glove or mm wnrn by a firsi baseman nr catcher, 
or a glove *orn h> an> fielder, shall be more ihan 5 inches (12 70 «n) in length The pit- 
cher's glo\e shall ne t>f one solid color other ihdn *hiie tir grey Multicolored gloves are ac 
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RULE 4, SECTION 7 

ceptable for all other players. Gloves with white or grey circles on the outside, giving the ap- 
pearance of a ball, are illegal for all players. 

Sec. 8. SHOES MUST BE WORN BY ALL PLAYERS. A SHOE SHALL BE CON- 
SIDERED OFFICIAL IF IT IS MADE WITH EITHER CANVAS OR LEATHER UP- 
PERS OR SIMILAR MATERJAL(S). The soles may be either smooth or have soft or hard 
rubber cleats. Ordinary metal sole and heel plates may be used if the spikes on the plates do 
not extend more than 3/4 of an inch (1.91 cm) from the sole or heel of the shoe. Shoes with 
rounded meul spikes are illegal. No shoes with detachable cleats that screw ON art allowed; 
however, shoes with detachable cleats that screw INTO the shoe are allowed. 

J.O./CO-ED PLAY: No metal spikes are allowed in any division of J O. or co-ed play. No 
hard plastic or polyurethanc spikes similar to metal sole and heel plates are allowed in any 

division of J.O. or co-ed play. 

PLAY - Adult players from Team B are wearing (a) golf shoes, (b) track shoes, M 
metal baseball spikes, (d) coaches ' shoes with rippled rubber soles, RULING 

- (a) and ib) Illegal; (c) and id) Legal. 

Sec. 9. MASKS, BODY PROTECTORS, AND SHIN GUARDS. 

a. (FP ONLY) Masks with throat protectors must be wom by adult catchers, and Junior 
Olympic catchers must wear a mask, throat protector, and helmet. An extended wire pro- 
tector may be worn in lieu of a throat protector attached to the mask. NOTE: Any player 
warming up a Junior Olympic pitcher at any location wiihin the confines of the playing 
field shall wear a mask and throat protector. 

b. (SP ONLY) Junior Olympic catchers must wear an approved batter's helmet with ear 
flaps, or the caicher's helmet and mask. 

c (FP ONLY) Junior Olympic catchers musi wear shin guard.s and body protectors. 

PlAY th - Adult catcher refuses to wear a mask in (a) slow pitch, (b) fast pitch. RULING 

- (a) Legal, (b) Illegal. Catcher must wear a mask in fast pitch, andall^O. 
catchers must wear masks with helmets. 

PHY (2) - (FP ONLY) A catcher refuses to comply with umpire s order to wear a mask. 

PULING - Forfeited game shall be declared h\ the umpire if no one else will 
wear mask and catch. 

NOI E NO EQUIPMENT SHALL BR LEFT LYING ON THE FIELD EITHER IN 

FAIR OR FOUL TERRITORY (See Rule 8. Sec. 5g-Play 4.) 

Sec. 10. UNIFORM. All players on a team shall wear uniforms alike in color, trim, end 
style Coaches must he neatly attired and dressed alike or in team uniform and in accordance 
wah (he color code of the team 
a HEADWEAR 

1 (FP Male) All ball caps are mandatory and must be alike They must be worn properly. 

2 (SP Male and Female and FP Female) Ball caps, visors, and headbands are optional 
for all players Players arc not required to wear hcadwear. but if worn, all hcadwear 
must be of the same type (i.e. , all caps, all visors, or all headbands) and must be worn 
properly Handkerchiefs do not qualify as headbands and cannot he worn around the 
head or neck NOTE Plastic visors arc not allowed as hcadwear. 
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PLAY 0) — A female learn (or slow pitch male team) has three players wearing caps, but 
the remaining players do not wear anything on their heads, RULING — Legal 
if the three caps are alike. All female or male slow pitch players do not have to 
wear caps. If caps are warn, however, they may not he mixed with headbands 

or visors. 

PlAY {2} — Two female players wear caps, and the remaining players wear similar- 
colored heatlvnuds, . ' LING — Illegal. Either caps or headbands may be 
worn, but not both. 

PLA Y f.ty — In co-ed play, 4 males wear caps , I docs not, 2 females have headbands . and S 
do not. RULING — Illegal. It is permissable for players not to wear head- 
bands or caps, but they may not be mi\ed. The rest of the uniform should be 
similar (i. e , all players in shorts or ail in lon% pants, the same jerseys and 
leggings, etc I 

b. PANTS/SLIDING PANTS All player pants shall he either all lung or all short in style. 
Players may wear a uniform, solid-colored pair of sliding punts. It is not mandatory that 
all players wear sliding pants, but if more than one player wear them, they must be alike 
in color and style. No player ma> wear ragged, frayed, or slii legs on exposed sliding 
pants 

c. UNDKRSHIRTS Players may wear a uniform, solid-colored undershirt (it may be 
while). It is not mandator) that all players wear an undershirt if one player wears one. but 
those that are worn must be alike. No player may wear ragged, frayed, or slit sleeves on 
exposed undershirts. 

d. NUMBERS An Arabic number of contrasting color at least 6 inches M5 24 em) high, 
must be worn on the back of all uniform shirts No players on the same team may wear 
identical numbers (Numbers J and 03 are examples of identical numbers ) Players 
without numbers will not be permitted to play If duplicate numbers exist, only one of the 
players may play at a time 

PIj\Y (4) - Player Fl wean Ui) uniform number 6 on the batk of his jenev. th) uniform 
numbe. (X) on the back of his jerse\, (ci no uniform number on the Jersey but 
number 5 on the pants, (d) no uniform number on the back of the jersey but a 
2-inch number on the front, (e) no uniform number at *///. RULING - Lexal in 
(a) and (b), not trxalin (c). Ui). or (e) 

PlAY i5) -- Player Fl (Jones) was listed m the scorehoo^ with the wrann number and (a) 
htulhis nanic on the Jersey, (b) had no name on the jersey. RUUNG — Correct 
the number in the scorebook in either . ase and resume play There is no penalty 

e. HELMETS All adult fasi pitch and 'unior Olympic fast and slow pitch offensive players 
(TO INCLUDE THE ON DECK BATTER) must properly wear batting helmets of 
similar color with double ear Haps J O players Acting as coaches in the coaches' boxics) 
must wear ■ batting helmet. All helmets must be approved by the National Operating 
Committee on Standards for Athletic Equipment (NOCSAE) PENALTY: Failure to 
wear the batting helmet when ordered to do so by the umpire shall cause said player to be 
ejected from the game Deliberately wearing the helmet improper!) or deliberately 
removing the helmet during a live ball play and seen h; the umpire as a deliberate act. 
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shall cause the violator to be declared oui immediately. The ball remains alive. EXCEP- 
TION: Modified pitch players are not required to wear when playing offense. 

NOTE: Calling a runner out fur removing a helmet docs not remove force play situations. 

Pitchers and catchers may wear batting helmets. Other than pitchers and catchers, no other 
defensive player may wear a helmet in adult and J O. play except for medical purposes. 

NOTE: Catcher helmets at the present time do not have NOCSAE standards, and no 
stamp will be required on these helmets. 

PlA Y — B4 hits an out-of-the-park home run and as he passes third base removes his 
helmet in a fast pitch game. The plate umpire calls B4 out. RULING — 
Although the rule reads that baserunners are to be called out if they remove the 
helmet intentionally, the intent of this rule is to prevent the base runner from 
xemnft hit with a thrown bal. When the ball has been hit over the fence for a 
home run, no play will he made on any baserunner. until the plate umpire 
throws another bidl into the game. Baserunners should not be called out for 
removing the helmet on a home-run ball that is hit out of the park. 

t CASTS Plaster or other hard substances in their final form may not be worn during the 
ganw Any exposed metal may be considered legal if covered by soft material and taped. 

g. JEWELRY. Exposed jewelry, which is judged by the umpire to be dangerous, may not be 
worn during the game NOTE: Players must be asked to remove jewelry if judged to be 
dangerous If they fail lo do so. the player is ejected from the game. 

RULE 4. PLAYERS & SUBSTITUTES ~] 

Set . I. A TEAM SHAU, CONSIST OF: 

•i Fast Pit eh - 9 players 

b East Pitch with a designated player • 10 pbyers 

c Slow Pitch • 10 players 

d SImvs Pitch with an extra player 1 1 players 

e Male rosters shall include only male players, and female rosters shall include only female 
players / 
I Co-Ed III players (5 male and 5 female) 

g Co Ed Slow Pitch with extra players - 12 plajers (h male and 6 female) NOTE: If the ■ 
EP is used in Co- Ed. 12 players must be used. It is not permissible to use il players 
because ol the alternate hatters 

h A team must have the required number of players present to start nr continue a game. 
PEN A 1 1 Y l"he game is forfeited (See Rule 5. Sec 3g(7) ) NOTE Player* listed on the 
starting lineup ;ind n«i! available at game time may be substituted for and re-entered under 
the re-cmr) rule The proper number of players must be* in the team area at game lime. 

Set . 2. PI AH RS P()Sli l()NSSHAI.I.BEt)ESI(;NATEI) ASM)l.l (AVS : 

a Kist Pitch Pitcher, catcher, first haseman. vecoml baseman, third baseman, shortstop, 
left hrlUer. tenter fielder, and right fielder 
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b. Fast Pitch with i designated player: Same as Fast Pitch in paragraph a above, plus a 
designated player. 

c. Slow Pitch: Same as Fast Pitch in paragraph a above* plus a short fielder . 

d. Slow Pitch with an evm player: Same as Slow Pitch in paragraph r above, plus an extra 
player who bats. 

NOTE: Players of the team in the field must be stationed anywhere in fair territory. 

except the catcher who must be in the catcher s bo*, and the pitcher who must 
be in a legal pitching position at the start of each pitch. When a pitch is 
delivered without all defensive players in fair territory, an illegal pitch shall be 
declared. 

e. Co- Ed defensive positioning shall include 2 males and 2 females in the outfield. 2 males 
and 2 females in the infield, and I male and I female in the pitcher-catcher positions. 
Once determining positions, the players must be stationed anywhere on fair ground, ex- 
cept the catcher as indicated in the "NOTE" above. 

Set. X DESIGNATED PLAYER (FP ONLY) 

a. A designated player, referred to as a "DP," may br ?d for any player, provided it is 
made known prior to ihe start of ihe game and his nai is indicated on (he lineup sheet or 
score sheet as one of the nine hitters in the hatting order The starling DP may re-enter 
one lime, as long as he returns to ihe position in ihe batting order that he occupied when 
ho left the game 

b. The starling player hsicd as the DP must remain in the same position in the batting order 
for the entire game The DP and his substitute or replacement may never play offense at 
the same time 

c. Ttie DP may be substituted for at any time, either b> a pineh-hittcr, pinch -runner, or the 
defensive player for whom he is hilling If ihe starting DP is replaced on offense by the 
person for whom he i* hitnng (number 10 on the balling order), or by a substitute, ihe DP 
is considered to have left the game, and he may re-enter one lime, as long as he returns to 
his original position m the batting order NOTE 1 a) If replaced by the person playing 
defense on'y. thi . reduces the number of players from ten to nine if the DP does not re- 
enter, the game may hgally end with nine players, b) If ihe DPre-en:er*. ht may play of- 
fense and defense (continue with nine players), or he may bat in his opginal spot tn the 
hatting order, am! the defensive player returns to ihe number 10 position and plays 
defense only once again Penalty: Placing ihe defensive player only (number 10 oil the 
batting order) into ihe first nine positions for someone other than ihe original DP is con- 
sidered an illegal re entry The manager and the defensive player only are ejected 

d. The DP may play defense at any position Should the DP play defense for a player other 
than the one for whom he is baiting, that player will continue to bai bul not play defense, 
and is not considered to have left the game The DP may play defense for the person for 
whom he is hitting (numher 10 in batting order), and that person is considered to have left 
the game, reducing the number of players from len to nine The person being hit for may 
reenter the game one time, cither in the number 10 spol in the batting order or in the 
DP's position in the batting order NOTE 1 a) If returning to ihe #10 position, he will 
again play defense only but may play any defensive position, b) If returning in the DP's 
position, he will play offense and delense. and there will be only mne players on ihe bat- 
ting order 
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NOTE. The name of ihe player for whom the DP is batting will be placed in the tenth 
position in the xorebook. 

PLA Y (I) — In the fifth inning Jones comes info the game as a DP and is placed at the end 
of the hatting order. RULING - Illegal, The DP must be announced prior to 
the start of the game and his name entered on the starling lineup, If one pitch is 
thrown to Jones, he is considered an illegal substitute for the player listed 
number I on the batting order. 

PLA Y (2) ~ At the beginning of the game, Jones is put into the lineup as a DP for Smith. In 
the third inning Smith is injured and has to leave the game. Jones replaces 
Smith as shortstop. RULING - Ugal. The game may continue with nine 
plovers 

PLA Y (3) — Jones begins the game at second btt.se but does not but. In the fourth inning he 
takes the place of Smith as the DP. RULING - Ugal Ihe role of the DP is 
terminated until Smith (or Smith s substitute) re-enters the game. 

PHY 14) - Jones is the listed DP and is batting third. Smith, the third baseman, is listed 
as the DEFO. Brown, the second baseman, is batting seventh. In the third inn- 
ing Jones phtvs defense for Brown. In the sixth inning, the manager wants 
Smith to bat and inserts him for Brown, the temporary DP who was batting 
onl\. RULING - Illegal. Brown was not the starting DP. Smith must bat for 
Jones if the manager hums him to bat. The umpire should correct this at the 
time of the change. If not detected at that ttme, the violation will be treated as 
an illegal substitution when brought to the attention of the umfure by the of- 
fended team after ih: first legal or illegal pitch. The starter can report and re- 
enter legally 
Set . 4. KXTRA Pl.AYKR (SPONLY) 
a. An extra player, referred to as an 'EP.'* is optional, but il one is used, it must be made 
known prior to the start of the game and be listed on the scoring sheet in the regular bat- 
ling order If the EP is used, he must be used the entire game. Failure to complete the 
game with the HP results in forfeiture of the game, 
b The EP must remain in the same position in the balling order fur the entire game 
c It an EP is used, all II must bat and any 10 may play defense Defensive positions may be 

changed, but the baiting order must remain the same, 
d The EP may be substituted for at any lime The substitute must be a player who has not 

yet been in the game The starting EP may re-enter 
e The EP is used in Co Ed. all 1 2 must be. and any 10 - 5 male and 5 female - may play 
delense Defensive positions may be changed as long as the following ratio is used: 2 
male/2 female in the outfield. 2 male/2 female in the infield, and I male/| female as piichcr/ 
catcher The batting order must remain the same throughout the game. 
I (55 Over Only ) Two eMra players may be designated at any place in the batung order. 
The EPs may enter a game on defense at any time, but must remain in the same batting 
order 

Set . 5. Rh'fcNTKY - An> ot the starting players, including a DP (HP ONLY) or an EP 
(SP ONLY), may be withdrawn and re entered once, provided players occupy the same bat' 
ting positions whenever in the lineup 
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EXCEPTION: When the defensive player bats tor the DP (FP ONLY), the DP is temporarily 
eliminated. 

NOTE: The original player and the substituted) may not be in the lineup at the same 
time If a manager removes a substitute from the game and re-enters the same 
substitute later in the game, this is considered an illegal re-entry. 

a. Violation of the re-entry rule results in the ejection of both the manager and the illegal 
player when the violation is brought to the attention of the umpire by the of fended team. 

b. Violation of the re-entry rule is handled as a protest which may be made anytime DUR- 
ING THE GAME. The protest need not be made prior to the next pitch as described in 
Rule 1 1 , Sec. 4; however* all play that occurred while the illegal re-entry was in the game 
will stand. 

NOTI-; It the re-entry violation also violates the unreported substitute ruling (Rule 4. 
Sec. 7a). those penalties would also be in effect. 

PLA Y (I) — Brown replaces Carter, a starling player, in the third inning. Carter re-enters 
the game in the sixth inning for Green, another starting player. Carter singles, 
and the opponents bring to the attention of the umpire that Carter's re-entry 
was not reported- RUUNG — This is a violation of the re-entry rule since 
Carter did not replace his substitute. Both Carter and his manager are ejected 
from the game 

PLAY (2) — In the top half of the first inning with two outs. Rl on first base* B4 (Smith) is 
announced on the PA s\stem. Just then the manager decides to substitute Jones 
for Smith Jones strikes out. In the third inning Smith, who was announced in 
the first inning, pinch-htts for Jones. RUUNG — Legal. Members of the star- 
ting lineup mav be withdrawn and re-entered one time, provided they occupy 
the same batting positions rhe\- held when onginallv in the lineup. 

Sec. 6. A STARTING PLAYER SHALL BE OFFICIAL WHEN THE LINE-UP IS 
INSPECTED AND APPROVED BY THE PLATE UMPIRE AND TEAM MANAGER 
AT THE PRE-G AME MEETING. The names may be entered on the official score iheet in 
advance of this meeting. However, in case of injury or illness, changes can be made at the 
pre -game meeting. A substitute may take the place of a player whose name is in his team's 
baiting order. The following regulations govern the substitution of players: 

a. The manager or learn representative of the team making (he substitution shall immediate- 
ly notify the plate umpire at the time a substitute enters The plate umpire shall then report 
the change to the scorer prior to the next pilch If the violation is discovered prior to a 
pitch being made (legal or illegal), (here is no penalty, and (he illegal substitute shall be 
declared legal 

The use ot an illegal substitute or an ineligible player is handled as a protest by the offend 
ed (cam All other substitutes are considered in (he game as described .n Rule 4. Sec 6b 
If the team manager or player in violation informs (he umpire prior to (he offended team's 
protest, there is no violation regardless of how long ihe player or players were illegally in 
the game , , ^ 
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The illegal substitute is considered in the game if a pitch has been made (legal or illegal). 
OFFENSE: ( I ) If the illegal player is discovered by the defense after one legal or illegal 
pitch has been thrown while he is at bat. and before the offensive manager, coach, or 
player in violation informs the umpire, he is declared ineligible, and a legal substitute 
assumes the ball and strike count. Any advance of ba?*runncrs while the illegal batter is at 
bat is legal. (2) If the illegal player is discovered by the defense after he has completed 
his turn at bat ami prior to the next legal or illegal pitch, or before the defensive team has 
left the Held; and before the offensive manager, coach, or player in violation informs the 
umpire; the illegal player is called out. is ruled ineligible, and any advance of baserunners 
as a .csult of obstruction, an error, a hit batsman (FP), a walk, or a basehit is nullified. 
(3) If the illegal player is discovered by the defense after he has completed his turn at bat 
and after the next legal or illegal pitch, or after the defensive team has left the field; and 
before the offensive manager, coach, or player in violation informs the umpire; the il- 
legal player is ruled ineligible and any advance by baserunners while the illegal batter was 
at bat is legal. OFFENSE: (I) If the illegal player is discovered by the offense after he 
makes a play and prior to the next legal or illegal pitch, or before the defensive mam hat 
left the field; or before the defensive mannger, coach, or player in violation informs the 
umpire; (he offensive ic?»m has the option of Liking the result of the play, or having the 
last hatter rebat and assume the Ha<« and strike count he had prior to the discovery of the 
illegal player, with eavh baserunncr returning to the base at which he was prior to the 
pla>. The illegal player is mi-j ineligible (2) If the illegal player is discovered by the of- 
tense after a legal or illegal pilch lothe next batter, or after the defensive manager, coach, 
or player in violation informs the umpire; all play(s) stand, bui the ilK-eal player is ruled 
ineligible 

NOTE When the illegal substitute is ruled ineligible, he is removed from the game. If 

he is discovered participating again after his removal, the game is declared a 
forfeit (Rule I. Sec. .16) 

PI A Y (I) Jones, a legal substitute, enters the game unreported m the third inning in the 
fifth mmng the opponents report this to the umpire. RULING: 7he plaver 
Uones) is immediately removed and is declared ineligible. All play bv or on 
Jones i \ legal A legal substitute must be reported mio the game 

Pl.i ) fit Smith re enters the game unreported in the fourth mmng for his sul>sntute. 

After he *im the Kill and reaches first base safely, it is detected bv the op- 
ptmenis and reported m the umpire RULING Smith is called out. ' ruled in- 
eligible, and a legal substitute must enter the game. If a substitute ts not 
mailable, the game i\ forfeited 

b SiihMiiuie pla>ers will be considered in the game when reported to the plate umpire. A 
plj>er will not violate the substitution rule until one le>ial or illegal pitch has been thrown, 
c An> player may be removed from the game during any dead ball 

Nun " ,ho P^'her no longer has to pitch until the first batter facing him has com- 

pleted his turn at bat. the side has been retired, or he has been removed from 
the game A fast pitch pitcher returning in the same hall inning will not receive 
u.irm up pitches 
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PLAY (I) - Jones is the starting pitcher, In the top of the third inning. Smith hats for 
Jones, In the bottom of the third, Jones returns to pitch. RULING: U$al. 

PLAY (2) - Pitcher Jones walks B3 and is replaced by Smith. The offense substitutes Bl I 
for B4, and before Smith throws one pitch, (a) Jones, the starting pitcher, re- 
enters, (b) Brown is substituted for Smith. RVUNG Ujial in both situations. 

•d. A player who has been declared ineligible but has nm been ejected from riic game may 
serve as a base coach. 



RULE 5. THE GAME 



Sec. i. THK CHOICE OETHE FIRST OR LAST BAT IN THE INNINCJ SHALL BE 
DECIDED BY A TOSS OF A COIN, UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED IN THE RULES 
OF THE ORGANIZATION UNDER WHICH THE SCHEDULE OF GAMES IS 
BEING PLAYED. 

Sec. 2. THE FITNESS OF THE GROUND FOR A GAME SHALL BE DECIDED 
SOLELY BY THE PLATE UMPIRE. 
Sec. 3. A REGULATION GAME SHALL CONSIST OF SEVEN INNINGS. 

a. A full 7 innings need not be played if the team second ai bat scores more runs in inn- 
ings, or before I he third out in the last of the seventh inning. 

b. A game that is tie 1 at the end of seven innings shall be continued by playing additional in- 
nings; or until one side has scored more runs than the other at the end of a complete in- 
ning; or until the team second at bat has scored more runs in its half ol the inning belore 
the third out is made 

C. A game called hy the umpire shall be regulation if five or more complete innings have 
been pla>ed. or if the team second at bal has scored more runs in four or more innings 
than the other team has scored in five or more innings. The umpire is empowered to call a 
game at any lime because of darkness, rain, fire, panic, or other causes which place the 
patrons or players in peril For games called prior to five complete innings, see Sec 3d 

PlAY - At the end of the fourth inntnx. the score is HI and V2. Ihere is no score in the 
first half of the fifth, hut tn the last half H scores, (tt) one run; (b) two runs. In 
either case the xame is called because of raoi with tml\ one or two mas 
RULING - In either case it is a regulation name In fa) it is a tie name, but all 
records count. In ib) His the winner 
d. Games that are not considered either regulation, or regulation lie games, shall be resumed 
at the exact point where they were snipped. ( r : or ASA championship tournament pla> . see 
ASA Procedural Code l >.OI|a|) 

c. A regulation tie game shall be declared if the score is equal when the game is called at the 
end of Five or more complete innings, or it the team second at bat has equaled the score of 
the first team at bal in the incomplete inning 

PlAY In the lasi hitlf of the sixth inning, with Rl. R2. and Rl on third, second, and 

first basts respectively B4 hits a home run. txoift the score 6»6 // then beams 
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to rain heavily and eventually forces the umpire to roll the game. RULING — 
7he game end* in a 6-6 lie. 

f. These provisions do not apply Co any acts on the pan of players, coaches, managers, team 
representatives, or spectators which might call for forfeiture of the game. The umpire 
may forfeit the game if attacked physically by any team member or .spectator. 

g. A forfeited game shall be declared by the umpire in favor of the team not at fault in the 
following cases: 

( 1 ) If a team fails 10 appear on the Held or, being on the field, refuses 10 begin a game for 
which it is scheduled or assigned, or within a time set for forfeitures by the organiu- 
lion which the team represents. 

(2) If one side refuses to continue to play after ihe game has begun, unless the game has 
been suspended or terminated by the umpire 

PLAY - A game is called after seven complete innings ofplav because the manager of 
the vi siting team no longer wishes to play. RULING - If weather permits, the 
game shall not be terminated. The umpire shall forfeit the game to the home 
team by a score of 7-0. 

(J) II. after play has been suspended by the umpire, one side fails to resume playing 
wnhin 2 minutes after play hall has been declared hy the umpire. 

(4) It a team employs tactics noticeably designed to delay or to hasten the game. 

(5) If. after warning by the umpire, any one of the rules of the game is willfully violated. 
<o) If rhe order for the ejection of a player is not obeyed within I minute. 

(7) If. because of the removal or ejection of a player or players from (he game by the um- 
pire, or for any reason there are fewer than 9 (Fast Pitch). 10 (Fast Pitch with DP) 10 
(Slow Pitch). 1 1 (Slow Pitch with EP). or 12 (Co-Ed Slow Pitch with 2 EPs) on cither 
team. 

EXCEPTION If a team starts the game with a DP <FP ONLY) and the defensive 
player hats tor the DP (Rule 4. Sec 3c). the team may continue and end the game with 
4 players, or the DP may re-enter, and the team will finish with 10 players. 

PlA Y - A team starts a game *ith 10 plovers {or II with EP) m slow pitch or 9 players 
(10 with DP) in fast pitch, but loses one plover due to injury and has no 
substitute to replace the injured plover RUUNG - n e game is forfeited to 
the opponent. A team may not continue a game with fewer than the number of 
pla vers required to start the game 

Sec. 4. THE WINNER OF THE GAME SHALE BE THE TEAM THAT SCORES 
MORE RUNS IN A REGULATION GAME. 

a. The wore of a called regulation game shall be the score at the end of the last complete inn- 
mg. unless the team second at bat has scored an equal number of or more runs than the 
first team at hat in the incomplete mnuig In this case the score shall be that of the in- 
complete inning 

h The store of a regulation tie game shall be the tie score when the game was terminated 
I he score of a forfeited game shall be 7 -0 in favor of the team not at fault 
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Sec. 5. ONE RUN SHALL BE SCORED EACH TIME A BASERUNNER i l.BG ALLY 
TOUCHKS FIRST BASK. SECOND BASK, THIRD BASK. AND HOME PLAIfc 
BKFORK THE THIRD OUT OF THK INNING. 

Sec. 6. A RUN SHALL NOT BK SCORED IF THK THIRD OUT OF THE INNING 
IS A RESULT OF: 

«. The baiter-runner being pui oul before legally touching nrsi base. 

b/ A baserunner being forced oul due In ihe bailer becoming a batter-runner. 

NOTE: If there is no force oul and a run scores prior to a baserunner being called oul on a 
time play, the run will count 

PLAY ih — Rl is on third biise, and R2 is on first base with two outs. Baiter hits ground 
bull to F4 who chases R2 back toward first base and tags him (a) before Rl 
scores, (b) after Rl scores. RULING - Run does not count in (a) or (hi since 
the third oul was a force out. 

PLA Y (2) - With one out and runners on second base and third base, the Ihitter flies out for 
the second oul. The runner on third base tags up after the catch . but the runner 
on second base does not. The runner on third base crosses the plate before an 
appeal is made at second base. RUUNG - Ihe run will count as this is a time 
plus- and not a force out. If the runner crosses home plate after the appeal, the 
run would not count. 

c. (FP ONLY) A baserunner leaving base before the pitcher releases ihe ball 10 ihe bailer 
(SP ONLY) A baserunner leaving base before the pitched ball reaches home plale or 
before the pitched ball is balled. 

Sec, 7, NO SUCCEEDING RUNNER SHALL SCORE A RUN WHEN A 
PRECEDING RUNNER HAS BEEN DECLARED THE THIRD OUT OF AN INNING. 
PlAY (I) - One out. Rl on third hose, and R2 on second base. Batter hits a fly ball "hichts 
caught bv rl Rl tags up atul leaves his bust before thefiv ball is touched b\ H 
R2 scores after tagging up and legally leasing his base. Appeal is made at third 
base, and umpire declares Rl out. RUUNG - Jhree outs, no runs score 
PlAY (2) - Two outs , Rl oh third hast. R2 on second hose, and RJ on first lyase. Batter 
hits ball over the fence for a home run Rl fails to touch home plate, but R2, 
RJ. atul ihe batter runner touch all bases m regular order, including home 
plate An appeal is made on Rl at home plate. Umpire dei lares Rl out. RUL- 
ING - N(> runs score 

Set 8 THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE MANAGER AND/OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE(S) AND THE BAT- 
TER OR BASERUNNER(S) IN AN INNING. Umpires shall mil permit any such con 
ferences in excess of one in an inning 

PBNAL1Y Ejection of manager or coach who insists on another charged conference. 
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Sec. 9. HOME RUN CLASSIFICATION (SPONLY). A limit of over -i he- fence home 
runs will he used in all men's and co-ed slow pitch divisions. All balls hit over the fence by a 
team in excess of the following limitations per game will be ruled on as shown: 
Super Classification — Unlimited. 

Major Classification - Twelve (12), The baiter is ruled out for any in excess. 
Class A Classification — Six (6). The batter is ruled out for any in excess. (Includes Ma- 
jor Industrial). 

Class B Classification — Three (3). The batter is ruled out for any in excess. (Include* 
Major Church. Class A Industrial, Major co-ed, and all masters classification). 

Class C Classification — One (I). The baiter is ruled out for any in excess. (Includes 
Class A Church and Class A co-ed). 

Class D Classification — None (0). The batter is ruled out for the first in excess and each 
subsequent player hitting a home run is declared ineligible and removed from the game. 

NOT!;: Any fly ball touched by a defensive player which then goes over the fence in 
fair territory, should be declared a four-base award and shall not be included 
in the total of ovepihcfence home runs. 

PlA Y (h — Biises ItKided with two nuts. Clans A slow pitch tournament with a six (6) home 
run limit. Team A has hit five, and batter B4 hits a home run out of the ball 
park. He deliberately misses 2B. and after all runs have scored. Team B ap- 
peals B4 for missing 2B. The umpire calls B4 out Does the home run vittmt 
towards the six home run limit? RUf.ING: Yes Whether the runner B4 inten- 
tionally or unintentionally missed 2B. the home run would count. Anytime a 
run scores the home run will count If the runner B4 missed IB, the home run 
would not count tf the appealed out was the third of the inning. 

PLAY t2l -• Runner Rl on 2B with one out. Class A slaw pitch tournament with six (6) 
home run limitation Team A has hit five, and batter B4 hits a long fly ball to 
f'ft m centerfield. FH catches the Ixtll and throws it over the fence so that team 
A will have reached the six home run limit. RULING: This would be a legal 
catch, and if fewer than two outs and other runners on base, the umpires 
should award all runners two Imses for intentionally thrown ball which goes 
out ofplaw It would not count toward the home run limit. 

HlA Y \M - - A t law 'A ' church slow pitch team hits its second home run of the ball game, 
and the umpire rules the hatter out RULING Correct call. Class 'A ' church 
and co-ed must adhere to the class 'C limitation of one home run per game. 
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RULE 6, SECTION 1 



1 RULE 6. PITCHING REGULATIONS (Fast Pitch) 

Sec. 1. PRELIMINARIES. Before starting the delivery (pitch), the pitcher shall comply 
with ihe following: 

a. (MALE ADULT AND JO BOYS ONLY) He shall take a position with Us pivot foot on the 
- pitcher's plate and his non-pivot foot on or behind the pitcher's plate, (FEMALE ADULT 

AND JO GIRLS ONLY) She shall take a position with both feet in contact with the 
pitcher's plate. (ALL) Both feet must be on the ground within the 2+1nch length of the pit- 
cher's plate* The shoulders shall be in line with first and third bases. The hands shall be 
separated, The ball may be in the glove or pitching hand, 

b. While in the position described in a above, he shall take the signal from the catcher. 
PLi Y — Pitcher takes a signal while standing within 8 feet of the pitcher 's plate but not 

on the plate. He then assumes legal pitching position for I sec<md and pitches 
the ball, RULING - Illegal pitch. The pitcher must take the signal while legal- 
lyin c<mtact with the pitcher's plate. 

c. After completing b above, the pitcher shall hold the ball in both hands for not less than 
one (I) second and not more than ten ( 10) seconds before releasing it. (MALE ADULT 
AND JO BOYS ONLY) If the pitcher decides to pitch with the non-pivot foot to the rear 
and off the pitching plate, the backward step may be taken before, simultaneous, or after 
ihe hands are brought together. The pivot foot must remain in contact with the pitching 
plate at all times prior to the forward step. (FEMALE ADULT AND JO GIRLS ONLY) 
Both feet must remain in contact with the pitching plate ai all times prior to the forward 
step 

PLAY tl) -- AJter taktnii the signal, the pitcher starts the motion and touches finders to the 
glove, but does not stop the movement while performing a windmill delivery 
RULING - An illegal pitch should be called The pitcher must brinN the twn 
hands together somewhere tn front of the btkh-. 

PHY <2) ~ the pitcher stands with two feet on the pitching rubber and takes the ukuuL 
He then steps or slides back with the non -pivot fan ia) while his hands are 
separated, ib) whde his hands are together RVUNG - Legal in male, illegal 
m female deliveries 

d. The pitcher shall not be considered in pitching position unless ihe catcher is in position to 
receive the pitch 

e. The pitcher may not take the pitching position on or near the pitcher's plate without hav- 
ing the ball in his possession 

NOTE To indicate to the pitcher that he may not stan the pilch, the umpire should 

raise one hand with the palm facing the pitcher. "NO PITCH" shall be 
declared it the pitcher pitches while the umpire has his hand in said position 

Sec. 2. THE PITCH starts *hen one hand is taken of I the ball or the pitcher makes any 
motion that is part ot his windup. 
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RULE 6, SECTION 2 

a. In the act of delivering the bill, the pitcher shall not take more than one step, which must 
he forward, toward the hatter, and s nultaneous with the delivery of the ball to the batter. 
( Toward the bmter is interpreted as being within the 24*inch length of the pitcher's plate.) 

PIA Y — The pttcher stands on the right side of the pitcher 'j plate with both feel in legal 
contact He takes a step with his non-pivot foot toward third base so thai the 
entire foot lands to the right and outside the length of the pitcher 'j plate . JM/i- 
ING- Illegal Pitch. 

b Pushing off with the pivot foot from a place other than the pitcher's plate is illegal. 

c. (FEMALE ADULT AND JO GIRLS ONLY) The pivot foot may remain in comact or 

push off and drag away from the pitching plate prior to the from foot touching the ground. 

as long as the pivot foot remains in comact with the ground. 

NOTE It is not a step if the pitcher slides his foot across the pitcher's plate, provided 
contact is maintained with the plate. Raising the foot off the pitching plate and 
returning it to the plate creates a rocking motion and is an illegal act. 

PIA Y - The pitcher stands with the non-pivot foot to the rear of the pitching plate but 
within the 24-inch length of the plate. He raises both arms high above his head 
stretching and in so doing, he pulls his pivot foot off the plate. RULING: il- 
legal Pitch, The pivot foot must remain in contact with the pitching plate until 
he pushes off during the delivery 

Set*. .V A l.KCiAL DELIVERY SHALL BR A BALL WHICH IS DELIVERED TO 
I HE BA ITER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTION. 

4 The release of ihe ball and follow- through of the hand and wrist must be forward and past - 

ihc straight lute of the body 
h The hand shall he below the hip. and ihe wrist not farther from the body ihan the elbow, 
i The pilch is completed with a step toward (he baiter. 

d The cakher must remain within the lines of the catcher's bo* when the pitch is released. 

PI AY A pitch m delivered with the catcher outside the boundaries of the catcher's 

box RULING - Illegal Pitch 

c Ihc iauher shall return ihe ball directly lo the pitcher after each pilch, except after a 
strikeout or a puioui made by the catcher 

EXCEPTION Sec Je docs noi apply when (a) a bailer becomes a batter-runner, (b) there are 
runners on base, or ic\ a ftnjl ball is fielded close lo the foul line by the catcher who throws lo 
anv base for a possible out 

PIA ) &i\e \ are emptw and the batter has a count of no Imlls ami one strike On the 

next pitch the batter hits a foul ball which the catcher retrieves and throws to 
the third baseman. HVUNG - A ball is awarded lo the italic r. and ihe count 
ha omes tine ball and **y> strikes 

I Ihe pitcher has twenty (20) seconds to release the next pitc'i after receiving ihe ball, or 
after the umpire indicates "play ball." 

Sec. 4 THE PITCHER MAY USE ANY W INDl/P DESIRED, PROVIDED; 

a He di>es ikm make any motion to pitch without immediately delivering the ball to the bat- 
ter 
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RULE 6, SECTION 4 

b. He does not use a rocker action in which, after having the ball in bo«!i hands in the pitch- 
ing position, he removes one hand from the ball, takes a backward and forward swing, 
and returns the ball to both hands in front of the body. 

c. He does not use a windup in which there is a stop or reversal of the forward motion. 

d. He does not make two revolutions of the arm on the windmill pitch. A pitcher may drop 
his arm to the side and to the rear before starting the windmill motion. 

e. He does not continue to wind up after taking the forward step which is simultaneous with 
the release of the ball. 

Sec. 5. WHILE IN THE PPCHING POSITION, THE PITCHER SHALL NOT 
DELIBERATELY DROP, ROL „ OR BOUNCE THE BALL IN ORDER TO PRE- 
VENT THE BATTER FROM STRIKING IT. A pitchout for the purpose of intentionally 
walking a batter is not considered an illegal pitch. (Refer to note following Rule 8, Sec. 2c.) 

Sec. 6. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT, AT ANY TIME DURING THE GAME, BE 
ALLOWED TO USE TAPE OR ANY OTHER FOREIGN SUBSTANCE(S) UPON 
THE BALL, THE PITCHING HAND, OR THE FINGERS; NOR SHALL ANY 
OTHER PLAYER APPLY ANY FOREIGN SUBSTANCE(S) TO THE BALL. Under the 
supervision and control of the umpire, powdered resin may be used to dry the hands. The pit- 
cher Khali not wear a sweat ha ml, bracelet, or similar-type itemon the wrist or forearm of the pit- 
ching ami 

PLAY - Pitcher with tape on pitchmx hatut RUUNG - illegal Must renune tafie or be 
replaced. 

Sec. 7. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT DELIVER A PITCH unless all defensive players, 
except the catcher who must be in the catcher's box, are positioned in fair territory 

NOTE: It is an illegal pitch if a fielder takes a position in the batter's line of vision or, 
with deliberate unsportsmanlike intent, acts in a manner to distract the hatter A 
pitch does not have to be released PliNALTY: The offending player shall be 
ejected from the game, and an illegal pitch shall be declared 

Sec. 8. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT THROW TO A BASE DURING A LIVE BALL 
WHILE HIS FOOT IS IN COVI ACT WITH THE PITCHER *S PLATE AFTER HE 
HAS TAKEN THE PITCHING POSITION, 

EFFECT - Sec 8 Illegal pitch, the ball is dead, a ball is called on ihe hattef . and all runners 
advance one base If the throw from the pitcher's plate occurs during a live ball appeal f.'-iy. the 
appeal is cancelled 

NOTli ■ The pitcher nia> remove himself from the pitching position by stepping 
backwards of I the pitcher's plate Stepping forward or sideways constitutes an »i 
legal pitch 

EFFECT - Sees 1-8. Any infraction of Sees 1-8 is an illegal pitch, with the exception of Sec 
3e which is covered separately. The ball is dead. A ball is called on the batter Basenwners arc 
entitled to advance one base without liability to be put oji NOTE: If an illegal pitch hits the hat- 
ter, the hatter is awarded first base and all runners are awarded one base 
EXCEPTION It Ihe pitcher completes the delivery of the ball to the batter, and if the baiter hits 
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RULE 6, SECTION 8 



ihe hall and reaches first base safely; and if all baserunners advance at least one hase on the ac- 
tion resulting from the hatted ball; the play stands, and the illegal pitch is nullified. 



An illegal pitch shall be called immediately when it becomes illegal. If called by 
the plate umpire, it shall be called in a voice so that the catcher and the hatter will 
hear it. The plate umpire will also give the delayed dead ball signal. If called by 
the hase umpire, if shall be called so that the nearest fielder shall hear it. The 
base umpire shall aro give the delayed dead ball signal. Failure of players to 
hear the call shall not votf it. 



SI replaces Fl. How many throws are permitted far his warm-up? RUUNG — 
five. The umpire is authorized to allow more throws, however, when the weather 
ts inclement or when Fl is removed because of an injury and SI did not have time 
to warm up before entering IfFI returns to pitch in the same inning no add i- 
tional warm-up pitches are allowed. 



Sec, 10. NO PITCH SHALL BE DECLARED WHEN; 

a The pucfvrr pitches during the suspension of play. 

b The pitcher attempts a quick return of the ball before the batter has taken his position or 

when the baiter is off balance as a result of a previous pitch, 
c A runner is called out for leaving a base prior lo the pitcher releasing Ihe pilch, 
d. The pitcher pitches heforc a baserunner has retouched his base afler a foul ball has been 

declared and the hall is dead. 

EFFECT - Sec I0a-d The hall is dead, and all subsequeni action on lhal pitch is 
cancelled 

e NO PLAYER. MANAGER, OR COACH SHALL CALL TIME. EMPLOY ANY 
OTHER WORD OR PHRASE, OR COMMIT ANY ACT WHILE THE BALL IS 
ALIVE AND IN PLAY FOR THE OBVIOUS PURPOSE OF TRYING TO MAKE THE 
PITCHER COMMIT AN ILLEGAL PITCH 

EFFECT - Sec-. lOe "NO PITCH" shall be declared The ball is dead, and all subse- 
quent action on that pitch is cancelled. A warning shall be ivsued in the offending team, 
and a repeal of this type act by any member of ihe team warned shall result in the offender 
being removed from the game 



Pat her is in his wtndup when the batter, in an attempt to have the pitcher com- 
mit an illegal pitch, raises his hand as if to request time. Pitcher stops his 
wmdup. MULING - "No pitch" shall be declared 



Set. II. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT 
WITH EACH PITCHER IN A* INNING. The .second charged conference shall rcsull in 
ihe removal of the pitcher from the pitching position for the remainder of the game. 
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RULE 6, SECTION 12 



Sec. 12. IF THE BALL SLIPS FROM THE PITCHER'S HAND DURING HIS 
WINDUPOR DURING THE BACKS WING, A BALL IS DECLARED ON THE BAT- 
TER, THE BALL WILL REMAIN IN PLAY, AND THE RUNNERS MAY ADVANCE 
AT THEIR OWN RISK. 



RULE 6. PITCHING REGULATIONS (Modified) | 

Sec, I. PRELIMINARIES, Before starling the delivery (pitch), the pitcher shall comply 
with the following: 

t. He shall take a position with both feet on the ground and in contact with the pitcher's 
plate. Both fe*t must be within the 24-inch length of the pitcher's plate. His shoulders 
shall be in line with first and third bases. The hands shall be separated. The ball may be in 
the glove or the pitching hand. 

b. While in the position described in a above, he shall take the signal from the catcher. 

c. After completing h above, he shall hold the ball in both bunds for not less than I second 
and not more than 10 seconds before releasing it. 

PIA Y - Pitcher takes a signal while standing within 8 feet of the pitcher s plate but not on 
the plate. He then assumes legal pitching position for I second and pitches the 
ball. RULING - Illegal pitch. Ihe pitcher must take the signal while legally in 
contact with the pitcher 's plate. 

d. The pitcher shall hot be considered in pitching position unless the catcher is in position to 
receive the pitch 

e. The pitcher may not take the pitching position on or near the pitcher's plate without hav- 
ing the halt in his possession 

NOTF. To indicate to the pitcher that he may not sian the pilch, the umpire should 

raise one hand with the palm facing the pitcher "NO PITCH" shall he 
declared it the pitcher pitches while the umpire has his hand in said position 

See. 2, THE PITCH starts when one hand is taken off the ball or the pitcher makes any 
motion that is part of his windup. 

a In the act ol delivering the ball, the pitcher shall not take more than one step, which must 
be forward, toward the halter, and simultaneous with the delivery of the hall to the baiter 
(Toward the batter is interpreted as being within the ?4-inch length til ihc pitcher's plate ) 

PiA Y ( h - The pitcher stands on the right side of the pitcher '.s plate with both feet in legal 
conflict He lakes a step with his non-ptvoi foot toward third tote so that the 
entire foot lands to the right and outside of the pitchei 's plate RULING - //• 
legal Pitch 

b Pushing off w ith the pivor foot from a place othrr lhan the pitcher's plate is illegal. 

NO I K It is not a step if the pitcher slides his foot across the pitcher's plate, provided 

contact iv maintained with the plate. 
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RULE 6, SECTION 3 

i ™lji„y? ML DKUVEK V SHALL BE A BALL WHICH IK DELIVERED TO 
T HE HA ITER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTION. 

a. The release of the ball must be on the first forward swing of the pitching arm past the hip 
The release must have a complete, smooth follow-through with no abrupt stop of the arm 
near ihe hip 

h. 'flic ball must not be outside the pitcher's wrist at the top of the backswine and durinc the 
complete forward delivery. * 

c On the forward swing of the pitching arm. the elbow must be locked at the point of 
release, and the driving hip must be squared to home plate when the ball is released 

u He may take she ball behind the back on the backswing. 

e. The pitcher's palm may be pointing downward upon delivery. 

f The pitch is completed with a step toward the batter. 

g The catcher must remain within the lines of the catcher's box until the pitch is released. 

PlA Y - A pitch is delivered with the catcher outside the boundaries of the catcher's 
box RULING -Mewl Pitch J 

h The catcher shall return the ball directly to the pitcher after each pilch, except after « 

strikeout or a put out made by the catcher. 
EXCEPTION- Sec. Jh does not apply when (a) a batter becomes a batter-runner (b) there 
are runners on have, or (c) a foul hall \s fielded close to the foul line by the catcher who 
thrtius to any base tor a possible out 

PlA > - Hoses are empts. and the batter has a count of no balls and one strike. On the 
next pitch the batter hits afoul ball which the catcher retrieves and throws to 
the third txiseman. RULING - A ball is awarded to the batter, and the count 
bet ttmes one hall and /htj strikes 

i Itie pitcher has twenty (20) seconds !o release the next pitch jfter receiving the ball or after 
the umpire indicates "play ball.'* 

See. A. THE PITCHER MAY USE ANY VVINDCP DESIRED, PROVIDED: 

a He does not make any motion to pitch without immediately delivering the ball to the bat- 
ter 

b Me does rim iw a rocker action in which, after having the ball in both hands in the pitch 
ing position, he removes one hand from the ball, takes a backward and forward swinjs - 
and returns ihe ball to both hands in front of the body 
i He does not use a wind up in which there is a stop or reversal of the forward motion 
d. He does noi use a windmill or slingshot-type pitch, or make a complete revolution in the 
delivery 

NO I h a slmnsht't r\pc pitch delined as "turning the body toward first or third base, 

and bending the elbow during the backswing " 

e He docs not continue to wind up after tak.ng the forward step, which is simultaneous with 
the release of the ball 

Sec. 5. WHILE IN THE PITCHING POSITION, THE PITCHER SHAM NOT 
DELIBERATELY DROP, ROLL, OR BOUNCE THE BALL IN ORDER TO PrE 
VENT fllE BAIT ER FROM STRIKING IT. A p.tchout for the purpose TmeSiK 
"diking a b.:iicr is not considered an illegal pitch (Refer to note following Rule 8. Sec. 2c.) 
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RULE 6, SECTION 6 



See. 6. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT, AT ANY TIME DURING THE GAME, BK 
ALLOWED TO USE TAPE OR ANY OTHER FOREIGN SUBSTANCE(S) UPON 
THE BALL, THE PITCHING HAND, OR THE FINGERS; NOR SHALL ANY 
OTHER PLAYER APPLY ANY FOREIGN SUBSTANCE(S) TO THE BALL. Under 
the supervision and control of ihe umpire, powdered resin may be used to dry the hands The 
pitcher shall not wear a swcaiband, bracelet, or similar-type item on the wrist or forearm of 
Ihe pitching arm. 

Sec. 7. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT DELIVER A PITCH unless all defensive 
players, except the catcher who must be in the catcher's box, are positioned in fair territory, 
NOTL: It is an illegal pilch if a fielder takes a position in the batter's line tit vision or , 
wiih deliberate unsportsmanlike intent, acts in a manner to distract the batter. 
A pitch does not have to be released PENALLY: The offending rUyer shall 
be ejected from the game, and an illegal pitch shall be ueclared. 
EFFECT - Sees 1-7: Any infraction of Sees. 1-7 is an illegal pitch, with the exception of 
Sec. Jf which is covered separately. The hall is dead A hall is called on the baiter Bascrun- 
nersare entitled to advance one base without liability to be put out. NOTE: If an illegal pitch 
hits the batter, the baiter is awarded firs! base and all runners are awarded one hase. 
EXCEPTION If the pitcher completes the delivery of the hall to the batter; and if the batter 
hits the ball and reaches first base safely; and if all haserunners advance at least one base on 
the actum resulting from the hatted ball; the play stands, and the illegal pitch is nullilied. 
NOTE: An illegal pitch shall be called immediately when n becomes illegal If called 
by the plate umpire, it shall be called in a voice so that l tic catcher and the hat- 
ter will hear it. The plate umpire will also give delayed dead hall signal It 
called by the base umpire, it shall be called so lhal ihe nearest fielder shall hear 
il The base umpire shall also give the delayed dead hall signal. Failure of 
players to hear the call shall not void it. 
Sec. 8. AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH HALF INNING. OR WHEN A PITCHER 
REI IEVES ANOTHER. NOT MORE THAN I MINUTE MAY BE USED ] ) 
DELIVER NOT MORE THAN 3 PITCHES TO THE CATCHER OR OTHER TEAM- 
MATE. Plav shall be suspended during this lime For excessive warm -up pitches, a pitcher 
shall be penalized by awarding a hall to the hatter tor each pitch in excess ol 3 
PL4Y .S7 replaces Fl How mans throws are permuted for his warm-up ' RULING 

Ihree ihe umpire is authorize J tt> allow more throw when the weather ts in- 
clement or when hi was remo\ed because of an injury and SI did not have 
time to warm up before entennx IfFI returns to ptn h in the same mmn&. no 
additional warm-up pitches are allow ed 
Sec 9. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT THROW TO A BASE DURING A 1 IVE 
BALL WHILE HIS FOOT IS M CONTACT WITH THE PITCHER'S PLA . W i P 
HK HAS TAKEN THE PITCHING POSITION. 

EFFECT - *ec V Hiatal pitch, the ball is dead, a bull in called on the halter, and all runners 
are awarded one base If the throw Irom the pitcher's plate occurs during a live hall appeal 
play, the appeal is cancelled. 

NOTh The pitcher ma\ remme himself Irom the pikhmg position h> stepping 

backwards off the pitcher's plate Stepping forward or sideways constitutes an 
illegal pitch 
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RULE 6, SECTION 10 

Sec. 10. NO PITCH SHALL BE DECLARED WHEN: 

a. The pitcher pitchcsduring the suspension of play. 

b. The piichcr attempts a quick return of the ball before the batter has taken his position or 
when the batter is off balance as a result of a previous pitch. 

c. A runner is called out for leaving a base prior to the pitcher releasing the pitch. 

d. The pitcher pitches before a baserunner has retouched his base after a foul ball has been 
declared ana the ball is dead. 

iiFFBCT — Sec. I0a-d: The ball is dead, and all subsequent action on that pitch is 

cancelled. 

e. NO PLAYER. MANAGER, OR COACH SHALL CALL TIME, EMPLOY ANY 
OTHER WORD OR PHRASE, OR COMMIT ANY ACT WHILE THE BALL IS 
ALIVE AND IN PLAY FOR THE OBVIOUS PURPOSE OF TRYING TO MAKE THE 
PITCHER COMMIT AN ILLEGAL PITCH. 

EFFECT ~ Sec. lOe: "NO PITCH" shall be declared The ball is dead, and all subse- 
quent action on that pitch is cancelled. A warning shall be issued to the offending team, 
and repeat of this type act by any member of the team warned shall result in the offender 
being removed from the game. 
J PLA Y - Pitcher is in his windup when the batter, in an attempt to have the pitcher com* 

/nit an illegal pitch, raises his hind as if to request tinw. Pitcher stops his wind 

up. RULING — "NO PITCH' shall he declared. 

Set. II. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT 
WITH EACH PITCHER IN AN INNING. The second charged conference shall result in 
the removal of the pitcher from the pitching posit ton for the remainder of the game. 

Sec. 12. IF THE BALL SLIPS FROM THE PITCHER'S HAND DURING HIS WIND 
OY OR DURING THE BACKS WING, A BALL IS DECLARED ON THE BATTER, 
THE BALL WILL REMAIN IN PLAY, AND THE RUNNERS MAY ADVANCE AT 
J THEIR OWN RISK. 



RULE 6. PITCHING REGULATIONS (Slow Pitch) 



Sec " , T HE PITCHER SHALL TAKE A POSITION WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY 
ON THE GROUND AND WITH ONE OR BOTH FEET IN CONTACT WITH THE 
PITCHER'S PLATE, THE PITCHER'S PIVOT FOOT MUST BE IN CONTACT 
WITH THE PITCHER'S PLATE THROUGHOUT THE DELIVERY. 

a Preliminary to pitching, the pitcher must come to a full and complete stop with the bail in 

f r->nt of the body. The fnv.u of the body must face the batter 
b J ' •» j- • -Hit nust be maintained at leasi one (I) >econd before starting the delivery, 
c The pitcher shall not be considered in pitching p >sioon unless ihe catcher is in position to 

receive rhe pitch 

NO l h Ti. indicate to ihe pitcher thai he may not start the pitch, the umpire should 

raise one hand with the palm facing the pitcbei "NO PITCH" shall be 
declared if the pitcher pilches while the umpire has his hand in said position. 
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RULE 6, SECTION 2 

Sec. 2. THE PITCH starts when the pitcher makes any motion that is part of his windup 
lifter the required pause. Prior to the required pause, any windup may he used. The pivot fool 
must remain in contact with the pitcher's plate until the pitched ball leaves the hand. If a step 
is taken, it can be forward or backward, provided the pivot foot is in contact with the 
pitcher's plate and the step is simultaneous with the release of the ball. 

PiAY — Fl has both feet on the pitching plate. He removes one foot by stepping 
backward and simultaneously pitches ball to HI. Bl does not swing at the 
pitch. RUUNG - Legal pitch. A step with the free foot is not required in slow 
pitch, hut if one is taken, it can be forward or backward as long as the pivot 
foot remains in contact wtth the pitching plate until the ball is released. 

Sec. 3. A LEGAL DELIVERY SHALL BE A BALL WHICH IS DELIVERED TO 
THE BAITER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTION. 

Pbi Y ih - 'Ihe pitcher comes to a 2-second stop, takes the ball in his pitching hand over 
the top of his head, comes down and around in a windmill type action, and 
releases the ball the first time past the hip RUUNG - L'gal. A windmill 
delivery' is legal if the ball is released the first time past the nip and all other 
aspects of the pitching rule are followed. 

PLA Y (2) - Vie pitcher releases the hall during a pitch with his palm on top of the ball and 
with the ball fining the ground. RUUNG — L'gal. 

a. The pitch shall be released at a moderate speed The speed is left entirely up to ihe judge- 
ment of the umpire. The umpire shall warn the pitcher who delivers a pitch with excessive 
speed If the pitcher repeats such an act after being warned, he shall be removed from the 
pitcher s position fur the remainder of the game 

PLAY - After one warning. Fl again delivers a pitch with excessive speed. Plate um- 
pire orden that Fl must be removed from the name Manager attempts to 
change Fl to an outfield position, but umpire rules that the pitcher cannot par- 
ticipate m anv position for the remainder of the game RUUNG — Illegal Fl 
shall he removed from the pitching position for the remainder of the game but 
max participate m the game in anx other position 

b The hand shall be below the hip 

c. The hall muM be delivered with a perceptible arc and reach a height of ai least f> feet ( 1 
m) from the ground, while not exceeding a maximum height of 12 feet < * r>6 no from the 
ground 

Pi AY - Pin her releases />;// on a pilth to the baiter, ami it reaches a Iwighi of 15 feet 
before beginning as dawnwoni fligfu toward the plate RUUNG Illegal Pitch. 

d. The catcher must remain within the lines of the catcher's hox until the pikhed hall is bat 
ted. touches the ground or plate, or reaches the catcher's box 

e. The catcher shall return the ball directly to the pitcher after each pitch, exctpt after a 
strikeout, pulout made by the catcher, or an attempt by the catcher to throw a runner nut 
at any hase a her fielding a foul ball close to the .' nil line 

PI AY • Rl on first base Count on batter is no balls ami one strike Hatter hits a foul 
bidl which the catcher retrieves and gives to the umpire 7he umpire gives the 
catcher a new ball which he throws to the first baseman RUUNG - A ball is 
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RULE 6, SECTION 3 

awarded to the butter. In slow pitch thv rule applies regardless of whether or 

not runners are on Inse. 
f . The pi 1 1- her has icn ( 10) seconds to release the next pilch after receiving (he hall, or after 

the umpire indicates 'play ball \ 
EFFECT — Sec. 3e and f: An additional ball is awarded lo the baiter. 

Sec. 4. THE PITCHER MAY USE ANY WINDUP DESIRED, PROVIDED: 

a. He does not make any motion to pitch without immediately delivering the ball to the bat- 
ter. 

b His w indup is a continuous motion 

c He does not use a * indup in which there is a stop or reversal of the pitching motion. 

d. He delivers the hall toward home plate on (he first forward swing of the pitching arm past 
the hip. 

e. He does noi continue to wind up after he releases the ball. 

f. He does not pitch the bull behind his back or between his legs. 

Sec. 5. TIIK PITCHER SHAM, NOT. AT ANY TIME DURING THE GAME, BE 
ALLOWED TO USE ANY FOREIGN SUBSTANCE(S) UPON THE BALL, THE 
PITCHING HAND, OR THE FINGERS; NOR SHALL ANY OTHER PLAYER APPLY 
ANY FOREIGN SUBSTANCE(S) TO THE BALL. Under the supervision and control of the 
umpire, powdered resin may be used to dry the hands. The pitelier shall not wear a bracelet or 
similar type item on the w risi or forearm of the pitching arm. 

PI AY (h Pitt her with tape an pitching hand RUUNG ~ Uyal Slaw pitch puckers may 
wetir sweat I kinds on the pitching ami and hove tape on the hand or fingers of the 
pitching hand 

PI A ) i2i Pie pih her, holding the hall in his ximc lumd. delivers the pilch from the glove 
thuid RUUXG Illegal pmh He must deliver the hall with his hare hai\d. 

Sec. 6. A I THE BEGlNMMi OF EACH HALF INNiNCi, OR WHEN A PITCHER 
RELIEVES ANOTHER. NOT MORE THAN I MINUTE MAY BE USED TO DELIVER 
NOT MORE THAN THREE PITCHES TO THE CATCHER OR OTHER TEAM- 
MATE. Play, shall he suspended during this tune For excessive warm -up pilches, a pitcher 
shall be penal i/cd b> awarding a ball to the baiter lor each pitch in excess of three 

Sec. 7. THE PITCHER SHALL NOT ATTEMPT A Ql ICR RETURN OF THE BALL 
BEFORE THE HA IT ER HAS TAKEN HIS POSITION OR WHEN THE BA ITER IS 
OFF BALANCE AS A RESULT OF A PREVIOUS PITCH. 

NO IE It is w\\ illegal pitch if a fielder takes a position in the kilter's line of vision or. 

with deliberate unsportsmanlike intent, acts in a manner to distract the batter A 
pilch docs not have to he released PENALTY The offending player shall be 
elected Irom the game, and an illegal pitch shall he declared 

M-FECi Sevs 1-7 A.'iy infraction ol Sees I 7 is an illegal pitch A ball shall be called on 

the Kiticr Baserunncrs arc noi advanced 

EXIT 1 PI U )N 1 1 a baiter swings at any illegal pilch, n shall be a strike it missed, loul tipped, or 
fouled uithout being caught, ami there shall be no penalty for such an illegal pitch. The ball shall 
remain in plas il hit bv the batter II an illegal pitch is called during an appeal play. theappeaJ is 
vancellcd 
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NOTE: An illegal pitch shall be called immediately when it becomes illegal. If called by 
the plate umpire, it shall be called in a voice so that the catcher and the hatter will 
hear it. The plate umpire will also give the delayed dead ball signal. If called by 
the base umpire, it shall be called so that the nearest fielder shall hear it. The 
base umpire shall also give the delayed dead ball signal. Failure of players to 
hear the call shall not void it. 

See, 8. NO PITCH SHALL BE DKCLAREI) WHEN} 

a. The pitcher pitches during the suspension of play 

b. A runner is called out for leaving his base before the pitched ball reaches home plate or is 
batted. 

c« The pitcher pitches before a baserunner has retouched his hase after a foul ball has been 
declared arid the ball is dead. 

d. THE BALL SLIPS FROM THE PITCHER S HAND DURING HIS WINDUP OR DUR- 
ING THE BACKSWING 

EFFECT - Sir. Ha-d: The ball is dead, and all subsequent action on thai pitch is cancelled. 
C. NO PLAYER. MANAGER. OR COACH SHALL CALL TIME. EMPLOY ANY 
OTHER WORD OR PHRASE, OR COMMIT ANY ACT WHILE THE BALL IS 
ALIVE AND IN PLAY FOR THE OBVIOUS PURPOSE OF TRYING TO MAKE THE 
PITCHER COMMIT AN ILLEGAL PITCH. 

EFFECT ~ Sec. 8e "NO PITCH" shaJI be declared The ball is dead, and all subse 
quent action on that pitch is cancelled A warning shall be issued to the offending team, 
and a repeat or this type act hy any mcnihci*ol the team warned shall result in the offender 
being removed from the game. 

PlA Y - Refer to thepitn following Rule 6. Sec Hk> Effect (hast Pitch). 

Sec, 9. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT 
WITH EACH PITCHER IN AN INNING. The second charged conference shall result in 
the removal ol ihe pitcher from the pitching position for the remainder of the game 



RULE 6. PITCHING (16-Inch Slow Pitch) 



See. L THE PITCHER SHALL TAKE A POSITION WITH BOTH FEET FIRMLY 
ON THE GROUND AND WITH ONE OR BOTH FEET IN CONTACT WITH THE 
PITCHER'S PLATE. 

a. Preliminary in pitching, the pitcher must come to a full and complete stop v%uh the hall in 

front of the hody The front nf the body must face the batter 
b This position must he maintained at least one (1) second before starting the delivery 
C. The pitcher shall noi be considered in pitching position unless the catchet is in position to 

receive the pitch 

NOTL To indicate to the pitcher that he may not stan the pilch, ihc umpire should 

raise one hand with the palm facing the pitcher "NO PITCH" shall be 
declared il the pitcher pilches while the umpire has his hand in said position 
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d. While the pitcher is in the pitching position, in the motion for his delivery, or in the act of 
faking a delivery prior to a hesitation, trie pivot toot must be in contact with the pitcher 1 ! 
plate. After a hesitation, the foot may leave the pitcher's plate during an attempted 
pickoff or a fake throw, When the pitching motion is restarted, the restriction lakes effect 
again - 

Sec. 2. THE PITCH starts when the pitcher makes any motion that is pan of his windup 
after the required pause. Prior to the required pause, any windup may be used. The pivot foot 
must remain in contact with the pitcher's plate until the pitched ball leaves the hand. If a step 
is taken, it can he forward or backward, provided the pivot fool is in contact with the 
pitcher's plate and the step simultaneous with the release of the ball. 
PlAY - Fl has forth feel on the pin-hint plate. He removes one foot by stepping 
backward and simultaneously pitches the ball to Bl who does not swing at the 
pitch. RULING - Legal pitch. A step with the free foot is not required in slow 
pitch, hut if one is taken, it may be forward v backward as long as the pivot 
foot renuiins in contact with the pitching plate until the ball is released. 
Sec, ft. A LEGAL DELIVERY SHALL BE A BALL WHICH IS DELIVERED TO 
THE BAITER WITH AN UNDERHANDED MOTION. 

a. The pilch shall be released at a moderate speed. The speed is left entirely up to the judge- 
ment of the umpire- The umpire shall warn the pitcher who delivers a pitch with excessive 
speed It the pitcher repeats such an act after being warned, he shall be removed from the 
pitcher's position for the remainder of the game 

b The hand shall be below the hip 

c The ball must be delivered with a perceptible arc and reach a height of at least six (6) feet 
(I 83 in) Irom the ground while not eueedtng a maximum height of twelve (12) feet 
(3 oft m) from the ground 

d The catcher miM remain within the lines of the catcher's box until the pitched ball is bat- 
ted, touches the ground or plate, or reaches the catcher's box 

e The catcher shall return the ball directly to the pitcher after each pitch except after a 
strikeout or putoul made b> the catcher 

EXCEPTION- Je does nm apply when the batter becomes a batter runner or there are 
base runners 

PIA Y * With HI on third haw. th? catcher throws to F5 to pick off the runner after the 
pin h Ihe runner n tagged before he returns to the base RUUNG - The run- 
ner is out 

I The pitcher has ten ( 10) seconds to release the nexi pitch alter receiving the ball or after 
the umpire indicates play ball 
Sec. 4. IHE PITC HER MAY LSE ANY WINDl'P DESIRED* PROVIDING. 

a He does not continue to wind up atter he releases the ball 

b He does not pitch the ball behind his back or between his legs 

c He does not commit a third hesitation before the mandatory deliver) nl a pilch, legal or il- 
legal Hesitations are defined as follows 

1 1 ) Making any motion to pitch without immediately delivering the ball to the batter. 
(2) Using a wind up which is not a continuous motion. 

i\) Using a wind up in which there is a stop or reversal of the pitching motion. 
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RULE 6, SECTION 4 



(4) Not delivering the bull toward home plate on the first forward swing of the pitching 
arm past the hip. 

NOTE: (a) After a hesitation of the pitching motion, and before a restart of that mo- 
lion, the pitcher may attempt or fake a throw for a picknff with his pivot 
foot still in contact with the pitcher's plate. 

(b) Runners may be off the bases without penally during the delivery or fake 
delivery. 

(c) During the picknff attempt of the pitcher, or the catcher following a 
pilch, each runner must return to the base at which he was when the pilch 
was started, and before he is touched with the ball in a fielder's grasp. 

(d) If the ball is overthrown, no runners may advance. If the overthrown ball 
remains in playable territory, the runners are in jeopardy until they 
return to iheir original bases. 

NOTE: A throw to a base is not considered a hesitation pitch; however a fake to a base 
is regarded as a hesitation pitch. 

PIA Y — Vie pitcher (a) makes one hesitation , throws to IB to try to pick off the runner, 
and when the hall is returned, makes another hesitation pnor to pitching; (h) 
makes two hesitations, and as the runner takes off for 2B. either walks off the 
pitcher's plate toward the runner or steps hack off the pitcher's plate and 
throws to 2B to pick off the runner; (c) throws to IB to pick off the runner, hut 
the hall is overthrown into the stands; id) throws to IB to pick off the runner 
hut the hall is thrown beyond IB into right fieUi. RUUNG - (a) Legal; {b) 
both illegal pitches, (< ) the hall is dead, and the runner must return to IB, (d) 
the hall remains alive and the runner is in jeopardy until he returns to IB; no 
advancement i s legal during a pickoff attempt. 

Sec. 5. THK PITCHER SHALL NOT, AT ANYTIME DURING THE (SAME, BE 
ALLOWED TO USE ANY FOREIGN SUBSTANCE(S) UPON THE BALL, THE PITCH 
ER'S HANI), OR THE FINGERS; NOR SHALL ANY OTHER PLAYER APPLY ANY 
FOREIGN SUBSTANCE(S) TO THE BALL. Under the supervision and control of the 
umpire, powdered resin may be used to dry the hands. The pitcher shall nut wear a bracelet 
or similar type Hem on the *nsi or forearm of the pitching arm 

PlAY Pitcher wuh tape on pitching hand RULING — Is^a! Slow pitch pitcher* 

ma\ wear sweat hatuis on the pitching arm and ha\e tape on the hand or 
tinners of the pitching hand 

Sec. 6. AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH HALF INNING, OR WHEN A PITCHER 
RELIEVES ANOTHER, NOT MORE THAN ONE (1) MINUTE MAY BE USED TO 
DELIVER NOT MORE THAN THREE (3) PITCHES TO THE CATCHER OR 
OTHER TEAMMATE. Play shall be suspended during this time For excessive warm-up 
pitches, a pitcher shall be penalized by awarding a ball in the batter for each pitch in excess of 
three i s) 

See. 7, THE PITCHER SHALL NOT ATTEMPT A QUICK RETURN OF THE 
BALL BEFORE THE BATTER HAS TAKEN HIS POSITION OR WHEN THE BAT- 
TER IS OFF BALANCE AS A RESULT OF A PREVIOUS PITCH. 
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RULE 6, SECTION 8 

Sec. 8. A FIELDER SHALL NOT TAKE A POSITION IN THE BATTER'S LINE 
OF VISION OR, WITH DELIBERATE UNSPORTSMANLIKE INTENT, ACT IN A 
MANNER TO DISTRACT THE BAITER. A pitch does not huvc to be released. The of- 
fending player shall be ejected from the gume. 

liFFFCT ~ Sees I -8: Any infractuin is an illegal pilch. A hall shall be called on ihe batter, 
and haw runners may not advance 

EXCEPTION. II a batter swings at any illegal pilch, tt shall be a strike if missed, foul tipped, 
or touted without being caught, and ihere shall be no penally for such an il'egal pitch. The 
ball remains in play it hit by the batter. If an illegal pitch is called during an appeal play, the 
appeal is cancelled. 

NOTE: An illegal pilch shall be called immediately when it becomes illegal. If called 
bv the plate umpire, it shall be called in a voice so that the catcher and the bat- 
ter will hear it. The plate umpire will also give the delayed dead ball signal, 
If called by ihe hase umpire, it shall be called so that (he nearest fielder shall 
hear it. The base umpire shall also give ihe delayed dead ball signal. Failure of 
players to hear the call shall not void it. 

Sec. 9. NO PITCH SHALL BE DECLARED WHEN* 

a The pitcher pitches during the suspension of play 

b The pitcher pitches hefore a haserunner has retouched his hase atlr * toul ball has been 
declared and the ball is dead. 

i The hall slips from the pitcher's hand during his windup or during the haekswmg. 
EFFECT - Sees 9a-c The hall is live. 

d No plu>er. manager, or coach shall call lime, employ any other word or phrase, or com- 
mit an) act while the hall is alive and in pla> lor the obvious purpose ot trying to make the 
pile her commit an illegal pitch 

H H.CI Sec. «W. "NO PITCH" shall be declared Hie ball is dead, and all subse- 
quent action on that pitch is cancelled A warning shall be issued to ihe offending team, 
and a repeal ol this tvpe act hy any member ol the team warned shall result in the offender 
being removed from the game. 

Sec. 10. THERE SHALL BE ONLY ONE CHARGED CONFERENCE BETWEEN 
THE MANAGER OR OTHER TEAM REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE DUGOUT 
WITH EACH PITCHER IN AN INNING. The second charged conference shall result in 
the removal ot ihe pitcher from the pitching position lor ihe remainder of the game. 



RULE 7, BATTING 



Sec. I. IHE BAITER SHALL TAKE HIS POSITION WITHIN THE LINES OF 
THE BAITER'S BOX. 

a I he hatter shall not have his entire f<xu touching the ground completely outside the lines 
ot the batter's box. or any part ol a loot touching home plate when he hits a ball fair or 
loul 
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b. The hatter shall not step directly across in front of the catcher to the other nailer's box 
while the pitcher is in position ready to pitch. 

c. The batter shall not enter the batter's box with or use an illegal hat. 

PIA Y — Batter hits ball for a single with (a) a but 35 inches long, or (b) a baseball bat. 

RVUNG — In both vases the bats are illegal. 7he batter-runner is called out, 
and each runner is returned to the base he occupied at the start of the pitch* 

EFFECT — Sec. lac: The hall is dead, the batter is out, and baserunners may NOT ad* 
vance. 

d. The batter shall not enter ihe batter's box wiih or use an altered bat 

EFFECT — Sec. Id: The ball is dead; ihe hatier is out; and. without warning, he is 
ejected In m ihe game. Baserunners may not advance 

PLAY - REFER TO RULE L SEC. /. 

C. The baiter must take his position within ten ( 10) seconds after play ball has been declared 
1 . the umpire 

EFFECT - Sec le II the hatter does not enter the hatter \ hox within ten f 10) seconds 
alter the umpire calls 'PI AY BALI..' the umpire will call a strike. No pitch has to be 
thrown The hall remains dead. 
NOTE. This does not pertain to an injured player. If a team has only the required 

number >l players and one cannot participate, the game is forfeited (See rule 

3. section Jg(3) play.) 

f. The baiter must have both feet complete!) within the lines of the hatter's box prior to the 
start of the pitch He may much the lines, hut no pari ol a toot may be outside the lines 
prior to the pitch 

NOTE The umpire should hold up the pitch until the bailer is within the lines 

Sec. 2. EACH PLAYER OK THE SIDE AT BAT SHALL BECOME A BA IT ER IN 
THE ORDER IN WHICH HIS N AME APPEARS ON THE LINKUP CARD. 

a. The hatting order ol eaeh team must be on the lineup card and must he delivered before 
the game by the manager or captain to the plate umpire The plate umpne shall submit it 
to the inspection of the manager or captain of the opposing team 

b. The hatting order delivered to the umpire must he followed throughout the game, unless a 
player is replaced by a substitute When this occurs, ihe substitute must lake the place ol 
the removed player in the batting order 

c. The first hatter in each inning shall he the Kilter whose name lollows thai of the lasi 
player who completed a turn at hat in the preceding tuning 

EHRCT - Sec 2h c Batting out ol order is an appeal play which mas be made h> the 
manager, player, or coach of the defensive team only The defensive team tori e its i^ 
right to appeal hatting out ol order when one legal or illegal pilch has been made to the 
following hatier. or when the pitcher and all intlelders have clearly vacated their normal 
fielding positions and have left fair territory on their way to the bench ol dugout area 
NOTK The »l tensive team may tor reel a wrong hatter at the plate with no penalty 
( I ) It the error is discovered while the incorrect batter is at hat, the correct hatter may 

take his place and legally assume any halls and strikes Any runs stored or hases run 

while the incorrect hatter was at hat shall be legal 
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have Id. fair wriHoi> ™ ,hlMr ' J««^beciu«ofiWllwi«lby«l» 
should have halted 's "HI- An> a ' h f c n VITh ' ? advance ,„ first base as a result 
ll)ipt „pe, barter or because o .he j^"^ dr^dfhird strike, or a basehit 

,,,,,,0 ,o ba, had .he player been g'J'^'J'J jg pilc h to .he ne« batter, or 
, \) u .he error » d.soover d ah M c J s k^d o, meg ^ „„,,„„, nclding posi- 
after the pitcher ami all mfieldcrs nayc in* j (urn 
ami have left fair territory o , he. « ^ he Jj*^ , and lhe 

M the untried ^"W^Z^ntmvt*******- 
next h.it.er in order shall be ihc < nt * m m na who have m „ 

No ,,ne is called out for failure to ha. . Hayes *hnnj e 

tv ,n called out have lost .heir turn at 1 ^pjmg (5U the hatter- 

th^r tegular umr . 

ht.i-.iri- the ha it* r ha- complWtl bis turn at hat. he 
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RULE 7, SECTION 2 



and immediately after B7hats the first time, the unynre notices the error m the 
faming order. RULING; Since the actual infraction has not occurred, the um- 
pire should replace BH with B9 fa female player) and continue the name. 



PI A Y if) — Team starts the name with six male and six female players, all positioned cor- 



rectly on defense. After substitutions in the fifth inning, (a) the team plays with 
six males and four females in the field. No one from either team notices, (h) 
TWv males hatted hack to hack, and after one pitch to the second male hatter, 
the opposing team notifies the umpire of the improper hitter. RULING In fa) 
there is no penalty. Correct the situation by using the proper number of 
plavers and continue to play In fh) this ix considered an illegal re* entry, and 
the manager as well as the player listed incorrectly on the hatting order are 
elected from the game 



PLAY i4) — in a co-ed game, female 04 hatx out of order for female 02 and singles. Male 



03 has a count of one hall when the defensive team protests that male 03 is tot- 
ting out of order RULING — As sotm ax one pitch wax thrown to male 03, 
everything female k4 did was legal Bring male 05 to httt as the proper hatter 
and he will assume the (me toll count. Female 02 and male 03 will tun hat 
attain until their turn reappears m the hatting order 



See. J. THE BATTER SMALL NOT HINDER THE CATCHER FROM FIELDING 
OR THROWING THE BALL BY STEPPING OUT OK THE BATTER'S BOX, OR IN- 
TENTIONALLY HINDER THE CATCHER WHILE STANDING W ITHIN THE BAT- 
TER'S BOX. 

EFFECT — Sec V The hall is dead, ihe bailer is out. and e::ch baserunner must return to the 
last base thai, in the judgement of the umpire, was touched at the lime of ihe interference 

PlAY tb'P ONLY) With Rl gown to third. B4 steps across home plate to hinder 12 



who i\ fielding the hall or 'hrowmx to third RULING Die hatter is declared 
out Ihe toll becomes dead imnwdiateh . and Rl mu\t return u» the hose o( 
t tipicd at the time oj the pm h 



See. 4, MEMBERS OF THE TEAM AT BAT SHALL NO I INTERFERE WITH A 
PLAYER ATTEMPTING TO FIELD A FOI L FLY BALL. 

EFFECT Sec 4 The ball is dead, the batter is out. and cath baserunner must return to the 
hase lee.u. ,y held at the time of the pilch 

^tc. 5. THE BAITER SHALL NOT HIT A FAIR BALL W ITH I MF BAT A SEC 
OND TIME IN FAIR TERRITORY, EXCEPTION If the batter is standing m the batter s 
hoi, a foul ball is ruled even if Ihe ball is hit a second tune over fair termor > 

NO'I V It the batter drops the bat and the ball rolls against the bat in fair terntnrv . and. 



in the umpire's judgement, there was no intention to interfere v\nh ihe course 
ol the hall, the batter is n<>t out. and the hall is alive and in plav 



EFFH"! See 5 t he ball is dead, the b-'ter is out. and baserunners ma> not .ids. our 

See. 6. A S I RIKE IS CALLED BY THE I'MPIRE. 

a (H* ONLY i For each legall) pitched ball entering the strike /one before touching the 
ground and at which Ihe hatter does not swing 
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EFFECT - Sec 6a: (FP ONLY) The hull is in play, and Ihe baserunners may advance 
with liability in be put mil. 

(SP ONLY) For each legally pitched ball entering the sirike zone before touching the 
ground or plate and at which the baiter does not swing. It ts not a strike if the pitched ball 
touches home plate and then ts swung at liy the batter. Any pitched ball that hits the 
around or plate cannot he legally swung at hy the hatter. NOTE: If the batter swings and 
misses the pitch prior to the ball hitting the ground or plate, it is a strike. 
EFFKCT - Sec. 6a: (SP ONLY) The bail is dead. (EXCEPTION 16" SP: The ball re- 
mains alive, and interference could be involved.) 
Pi A Y - (16" SP) Runner on IB hreaks for 2B during the pitch to the plate on a hit and 
run situation. The pitcher has thrown the pitch short of the plate, and it 
bounces off the ground towards the catcher. Vie bitter, seeing his runner in 
trouble, swings at the pitch and hasehits into the outfield. The runner from IB 
scores, and the batter- runner snips at 2B. RULING Vie batter is out for in- 
terference, and the runner returns to IB. 
h (FPONLY) For each legally pitched hall struck at and missed hy the hatter 

EFFECT - Sec. 6h* (FP ONLY) The hall is in play, and the baserunners may advance 
with liahilit) to be put out. 

(SP ONI.Y) For each pitched hall struck at and missed hy the hatter. 
El FECI - Sec 6b: (SP ONLY) The hall is dead 
c Fur each loul tip held by the catcher. 

FFFK'I - Sec tx (FP ONLY) The hall is in play, and baserunners may advance with 
habitus m he put out The hatter is nut if n i> the third strike 

EFFECT - Sec 6c* (SPONLY* The halter is out if it is the third strike. The hall is dead 
on any stnke 
< 16 INCH SPONLY} For each foul up 

d il-P ONLY) For oath loul ball nut Ic^!ali> caujjhi on the ll> when ihe halter has fewer than 
i wo sir ikes 

(SPONLY) For each loul ball not legally caught, including the third strike 
e l-cir each pitched hall struck at and missed which touvhes any part of the hatter 

Pi AY With two strikes. B3 swings at ant! misses a pitch Ball strikes his arm or per- 

son RUtJSG - B3t\tiut Ball he owes dead, 
i \Micn an> pari ot the hatter's person or clothing ts hit with his own hailed hall when he is 

in ihe batter's box and has lewerthan two strikes 
g When a delivered ball hy the pitcher hits the hatter while the hall is in the strike /one 

EFFECT Sec 6d ^ The hall is dead, ami each has runner inusi return to his base 

-a H hmi I liahilii) to he put out 

Sec. 7, A BALL IS CALLED BY THE I'MPIRE: 

a i I P ONI Yi For e.ich lq:all\ pitched hall which dues not enter the strike /one. or touches 
the ground hcMc reaching home plate, or touches home plate, and at which the hatter 
U«k-n not swing 

IIFFl'I Sei 7.i if POM Y) Jhv h.dl is tn pla\ . ami haseruoncrs are emu led to ad- 
vance with liahilr> to he put out 

iSPONl Y) Eoreacf .» !y pitched hall which does notenterthe strike /one, touches the 
eMMimi heluie reaching .ionic plate, or touches home plate, and at wfwh the hatter doc* 
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nol swing. Any pitched ball thai hits ihe ground or plate cannot be legally swung at by the 
batter. NOTE: If the batter swings and misses the pilch prior to the ball hilling ihe ground 
or plate, it is a strike. 

EFFECT - Sec. 7a: (SP ONLY) The ball is dead. Baserunner may not advance. (EX- 
CEPTION 16-INCH SP: The ball remains alive, and interference could be involved). 

PLAY— Vie pitcher throws a high arcing pitch which (a) touches ground before 
reaching thepUite, or (b) touches theptate. In each instance the batter swings 
at the pitch after it hits the ground or plate. RULING: Ihe batter has swung at 
a dead pitch in each situation. Ignore the strike. Had the batter hit safely, the 
umpire would nullify the basehit and have him rebat because he has swung at a 
dead pitch. In each situation a ball is awarded the batter. 

b. (FP ONLY) For each illegally pitched ball not swung al. 

EFFECT - Sec. 7b: (FP ONLY) The ball is dead, and bascrunners arc entitled to ad- 
vance one base without liability to be put out 
(SP ONLY) For each illegally pitched 5 ail not swung at 

EFFECT - Sec. 7b: (SP ONLY) Voe ball is dead. Bascrunners may not advance. 
EXCEPTION If the batter swings al the illegal pitch, the illegal pitch is ignored 

c. (SP ONLY) When a delivered ball h> the pitcher hits the batter outside the strike zone. 

d. When the catcher tails to return the ball directly to the pitcher as required in Rule 6. Sec le 

e. For vach excessive warm-up pitch 

EFFECT - Sec 7c e The hall is dead Bascrunners ma> not advance 

Sec. 8, A FAIR BALL IS A LEGALLY BAITED BALL WHICH: 
a. Settles or is touched on or over lair termor) between home and first hase or between 
home and third base 

PlAY - Baited hall first hit\ harm' plate and. without torn hmg am foreign object, set- 
rlcs on fair tinmnd between the pih hcr '\ plate and home plait- Rl 77.W - 
Fair Ball 

b Bounds or rolls past first or third base on fair territory 

c While on or oxer lair termor) . touches the person, attached equipment, or clothing ol a 

pla)er or an umpire 
d Touches firsi. second, or third base 

e. First falls or is hrsi touched on or over fair territory beyond first, second, or third hase 
EFFECT - Sec Ha e The hall is in play . and bascrunners ;ire entitled to advance any 
number ol bases with hahilits to be pui out The hatter becomes a hatter runner unless the 
infield flv rule npplics 

f While over fair termor), passes out of the plavmg field be>ond the outfield lence 

g Bounds over ans part ol the first or ihiril base ha^i. regardless tit where Ihe hall hits alle* 
jloing o\ er ihe ha>! 

h Hits the loul pole aho\e the lence level 

Sec. A FOI L BALL IS A LK(i ALLY BAITED BALL W HU H: 

a. Settles or is touched on or over loul terruotv between home a-)d firsr hase or between 
home and third hjse 
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b. Bounds or roils pst first or third base on or over foul territory. 

c. While on or over foul territory, touches the person, attached equipment, or clothing of a 
playtr or umpire, or any object foreign to the natural ground and provided a fair bill 
declaration had not been made prior to the ball entering foul territory. 

d. First falls or is first touched on or over foul territory beyond first or third base. 

e. Touches the batter or the bat in the batter's hands while the ball and the batter are within 
the halter's box. 

f. Immediately rebounds up from ihe ground or home plate and hils the bat a second time 
while the batter is *n the batter's box. 

EFFECT - Sec. %'f. 

(1 ) The hall is dead unless it is a legally caught foul fly. if a foul fly is caught, the batter 
is out 

(2) (FP ONLY) A strike is called on the batter unless he already has two strikes. 

(SP ONLY) A strike is called on the batter for each foul ball not legally caught, in- 
cluding the third strike. 
tJ) Bach haw runner must return to his base wiihoui liability to be put oui. unless a foul 
fly is caught. In (his case baserunners may advance with liability lo be put out after 
the hall has been touched 

Sec. 10. A FOI L TIP IS A BAITKI) BALL WHICH (JOKS DIRECTLY FROM 
THK BAT, NOT HIGHER THAN THE BATTER \S HEAD, TO THE CATCHER'S 
HAND(S) AND IS LEGALLY CAUGHT BY THE CATCHER. 

NOTE. Ii is inn a foul up unless caught and any foul tip thai is caught is a strike. In 
last pilch, modified, and 16>inch slow pitch, the ball is in play. In slow pitch 
the hall is dead 

PHY A halted bull ques Jtsectlv m the catcher, fotttnx fas bo<i\ or equipment no 

higher than the batter's head, retxwnds up in the atr and ts caught by any 
fielder RULING - A dead ball and unke on the hatter 

|->M-(1 ■■ Sec 10 (FP ONLY ) A strike is called, the ball remains in play, and baserunners 

may advance with liability to be put nit 

LHKT Soi 10 tSPONl.Y) A vnkeis called, the ball is dead 

Sec. II. THE B A ITER ISOI T: 

a When the third strike is struck ai. missed, and the ball touches any part tit the baiter's per- 
son 

H r H ' l Die ball is dead 

b When .i batter enters the hjtter's box with, or is discovered using, an altered bat The bat- 
ter is also ejected from the game 
*. When the baiter enters the halier'sbox with, or is discovered using, .in illegal bal 

,"/Vl > HtttK lO PLiYS FOU.OWISti Rl'lJ-. I. SMS I A\l> M 

d When jn enure loot is touching the ground complete!) outside the lines nl the bailer's oo* 

when he hits a ball tjiroi loul 
e When an> part ot a toot is touching home plate when he hits a r>all lair or tool 
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f. (FPONLY) When a called or swinging thin) strike is caught by the catcher 

g. (FP ONLY) When he has three strikes if there arc fewer than two outs and first base is oc- 
cupied. NOTE: Junior Olympic 10-under any lime the third strike is dropped. 

h. (FP ONLY) When he bunt* foui ufier the second strike. If the ball is caught in the air. it 
remains alive and in play . 

i. (SP ONLY) After a third strike, including an uncaught foul ball lhai is hit after two 
strikes. 

PLAY — With a three hall and two strike count, the hatter fouls off the next pitch in (n) 
adult or (hi Junior Olvmpic pla\. RULING ~ The halter is out in both (a) and 
(hi 

j. (SP ONLY) When he bums or chops the ball downward 

PLAY — (SP ONI. Y) Rl on second 82 chops down on a pitched hall, h i throws out Rl 
advananq to thtrd RULING ~ B2 is out for chopping down on (he hail. Dead 
hall. Rl is returned to second 

Sec. 12. THE BATTER-RUNNER OK HASKRl NNKK IS NOT OUT IK A HEI.DEK 
MAKING A PLAY ON HIM USES AN ILLEGAL GLOVE. The manager ot (he offended 
learn is given i wo options: 

1 ) He may have the enure play nullified with each baserunner returning to his original 
hase and the hatter- runner balling o\er and assuming the ball and strike count he 
had prior to the pitch he hit. or 

2) He may take the result of the play and disregard the illegal aei 

PLAY — 81 htt\ a th hall to tV Umpire notices that f-V caught the hall with a first 
ha\eman '\ mot RULING -- Remove the illegal piece of equipment from the 
qame Manager of the offended team is xtven the option of having the entire 
plus nullified with the hatter runner hatttn\> over and assuming the hall and 
strike count he had prior tn the pm h he htr. or uikinx the result of the plus and 
disregarding the illegal mich 

Sec. \y ON-DECK BA IT ER, 

a. The on deck harter is the offensive player whose name follows ihc name ol ihe Latter in 
the batting order 

b The on deck halter shall lake a poMiion within the lines ut the on deck circle nearest his 
bench 

c. The on -deck halter may loosen up wnh no more lhan two olficial sotihall hats, an ap- 
proved warm up bai. or a combination of the two - not to exceed rwo Any detachable 
piece placed on the bat must be approved by the Equipment Standards Committee follow- 
ing a one-year period observed by members of this Committee. NOTE: the 
"Pow'RWrap" attachment has been approved beginning with the 1991 season 

d The on -deck baiter may leave the on deck i irele 

( 1 ) When he becomes the batter 

(2) To direct ha-omnners advancing from third to home plate 

e. When the on dev. k haiier interferes wnh the defensive player's opportune to make an out 
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on a runner, the runner closest to home pi ale at the time of the interference shall be 
declared out. 

f. The provision of Rule 7, Sec. 4, shall apply to the on-deck batter. 

1 RULE 8, BASERUNNING 

See. 1. THE HASERUNNRRS MUST TOUCH BASKS IN LEGAL ORDER (I.E.* 
FIRST, SECOND, THIRD, AND HOME PLATE). 

a When a baserunner nr battenrunner must return to basc(s) while the ball is in play, he 
must touch the base(s) in reverse order. 

EFFECT - Sec. la: The ball is in play, and baserunners must return with liability to be 
put nut. 

b N\ hen a haserunner or batter-runner acquires the right to a base by touching it before be- 
ing put nut. he is entitled to hold the base until he has legall) touched the next base in 
order, nr is forced to vacate it lor a succeeding baserunner. 

c When a baserunner dislodges a base from its proper position, neither he nor the suc- 
ceeding runner(s) in the same series of plays are compelled to follow a base unreasonably 
out of position 

EFFECT See lb c The ball is in play, and baserunners may advance with liability to 
he put out 

d. A have runner shall noi run bases in reverse order either to confuse the fielders or to make 
a travesty of the game 

EFFECT See Id The ball is dead, and the haserunner is out 
e Two baserunners may not occupy the same base simultaneously. 

EFFECT - Sec le The runner who first legally occupied the hase shall be entitled to il. 

The oilier haserunner may be put out by being touched with the ball, 
f Failure of PRECEDING runner to touch a base or to legally tag up on a caught fly ball, 

and who is declared out. does not affect the status of a SUCCEEDING baserunner who 

touches bases mi proper order, however, if the failure to touch a base in regular order or 

to legall) tag up on a caught fl> ball is the third out of the inning. NO SUCCEEDING 

runner may score a run 

PI A) Rh/hR lORUU. 5. SiX 7 

g No runner ma> return to touch a missed base or one he had leti too soon after a following 
runner has scored 

h When the ball becomes dead, no runner may return to touch a missed base or a base left 
itMi MM>n if he has advanced, touched, and remains a base beyond the missed base or the 
base letl to soon EXCEP1ION Enforce Rule 8. Sec 5j (2) if the defense intent tonally 
\\n iws the ball out of play to prevent the runner I mm returning to a base 

i Nn i inner ma v return to touch a missed base or one he had left too soon once he enters his 
\\>tn v.n'-.ut o: oench area 

I V\hen a walk is issued, all runners must louih all bases in legal order t.See Rule 8. Sec. 
7f EXCEPTION) 

Y in the /<jw nf the \e\enih mnmn *tth the wore ueti. /hyj outs, and hoses full . B6 

tnei\r\ a mi/A in forte Rl to home plate. Bemuse Ii6 assumes (hat game is 
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RULE 8, SECTION 1 

over, he fails to #o to first and leaves the field. RULING - B6 is out. Run does 
not count. 

k. Bases left too soon on a caught fly ball must be retouched prior lo advancing to awarded 
hases. 

I. Awarded bases musi also be touched in proper order 

Sec. 2. THE BATTER BECOMES A BATTER-RUNNER: 

a. As soon as he hits a fair ball. 

b. (FP ONLY) When the catcher fails to catch the third strike before the ball touches the 
ground when there are fewer than two out* and first base is unoccupied, or anytime there 
are two outs This is called the third sttike rule. (Exception 10-Under Junior Olympic/ 
The ball is dead and the batter is out.) 

PLAY — Bl has two strikes. The next pitch touches the ground in front of home plate 
and bounces through the strike zone. Bl swings at the pitch, and F2 secures 
the hall in his mitt after the first bomre. Bl advances to Jim txise while F2 
holds the hall. RULING - Ihis is the dropped third strike ride Ihe hatter is 
not out. and ifhv heats the throw to first, he is also safe 

EFFECT - Sec 2a-b: The ball is in play, and the batter becomes a hatter- runner wnh 
liabilil) to be put oui 

C. When lour balls have been called b\ ihe umpire. 

EFFECT - See 2c (FP ONLY) The ball is in play unless u has been blocked The 
halter runner is entitled to one base without liability to Ik pui out 

NOTE (FP ONLY) It the pitcher desires to walk a hatter intentionally, all defensive 
players must be stationed an> where. in fair territory, except the catcher who 
must bo in the catcher's box. and the pitcher who must he in a legal pitching 
position at the start of each pitch If the defense does not position itself in fair 
territory, the umpire should call an illegal pitch when the pitch is thrown See 
Kule4.*Sec 2 NOTE and Rule 6, Sec 7 EFFECT 

FFFE(T Sec 2c (SP ONI Y) The hall is dead Base runners may not advance unless 
forced It the pitcher desires to walk a halter intentionally . he may do so bv notifying the 
plate umpire who shall award the hatter first hase II two hatters are to he walked mien 
tionally. the second intentional walk may not be administered until the first hatter reaches 
first base NOTE The awards must be made irr order, not two at one time 
EFFECT Sec 2c (Co- Ed) The hall is dead On any walk to a male hatter (intentional 
or not), the next hatter a lemale - has her choice of walking or hitting up until the first 
pitch 

NOTE Should the female hatter runner pass a male hatter runner when choosing to 

walk, no out shall he called during this dead hall period A male hatter runner 
advancing! to second without touching first hase shall he i ailed out if properly 
appealed 

d. When the carcher obstructs, nr an) other fielder interferes with or prevents him from 
striking at a pitched hall 




RULE 8, SECTION 2 

EFFECT - Sec. 2d: (1) The umpire shall give a delayed dead ball signal. (2) If the halter 
hits the hall and reaches first base safely, and if all other runners have advanced at least 
one base on the batted ball, catcher obstruction is cancelled. All action as a result of the 
hatted ball stands. No option is given. (3) If the manager uoes not take the result of the 
play, obstruction is enforced by awarding the bailer first base and advancing all other 
runners only if forced. 

PI AY - Rl on first base. The catcher touches the batters bat prior to or during the 
swing. Batted ball is grounded to F6 who forces Rl at second base, B2 reaches 
first base safely. RUUNG — Since Rl did not advance at least one base, 
obstruction is called, and the manager of the offensive team is given an option. 
He may take the result of the play, or he ma\ accept the award for catcher 
obstruction, in which case Rl would be awarded second base, and B2 would 
be awarded first base. 

e When a fair hatted hall strikes the person, attached equipment, or clothing of an umpire 
or a haserunner on or over fair or foul ground. If the haserunner is hit with a fair bailed 
hall while touching a base, he is not out. 

EFFECT - Sec 2c: If the ball hits an umpire or haserunner (a) after touching a fielder 
(including the pitcher) the ball is in play (Rule 8. Sec. 9e); (b) after passing a fielder other 
than the pitcher, and provided no other infielder had a chance to make an out, the ball is in 
play (Rule 8. Sec 9d); or (c) before passing a fielder without being touched, the ball is 
dead In (c). if the haserunner is hit by the ball while off base, be is out. and the barter- 
runner is entitled to first hasc without liability to be put out. Any haserunner not forced by 
the hatter runner must return to the base he had reached prior to the interference. When a 
lair ball touches a haserunner who is in contact with a bar*, the ball remains dead or alive 
depending on the position of the fielder closest to the hase 

PI A Y - With Rl on third and R2 on first, a ball hutted b\ B* strikes umpire who is; (a) 
on fair territory behind third baseman . or (b) behind the pitcher but m front of 
an infielder RUUNG - In (a) ball remains alive since it has passed a fielder. 
In tbi, unless ball touches Fl, it beiomes dead, and each runner is sent la the 
base he occupied or to which he was being forced when the ball became deml 
U e . Rl remains on Out. /. and R2 and Bl go to second and first respectively). 
t (f'P ONLY ) When a pitched hall not swung at or not called a strike touches any part of the 
baiter s person or clothing while he is in the hatter's box It does not matter if the ball 
strikes the ground helore hitting him The hatter 's hands are not to be considered as part 
of the bat 

EFI'EIT - Sec 21 The hall is dead, and the hatter is entitled to one base without liabili- 
ty to he put out. unless he made no effort to avoid being hit In this case the plate umpire 
calls either a hall or a strike. 
Set. J. BASERl NNERS ARE ENTITLED IO ADVANC E WITH LIABILITY TO 
BE PI 1 OCT: 

a ( \ V ON! Y i When ihe hall leaves the pitcher 's hand on his deliver) 
h W hen the hall is ihmwn into lair or foul termor > and is n<w blocked 

( )n a fair hailed hall that is not blocked 
d W hen a legallv caught fly hall is fusi touched 
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e. If a fair bull strikes an umpire or a baserunner after having passed an jn fielder other than 
the pitcher, and provided no other infieider had a chance to make an out; or when a fair 
batted ball has been touched by an infieider, including the pitcher. The ball shall be con- 
sidered in play. 

EFFECT - Sec. 3a-e: The ball is alive and to play. 

Set*. 4. A PLAYER FORFEITS HIS EXEMPTION FROM LIABILITY TO BE PUT 

OUT: 

a. If, while the ball is id play, he fails to much the base to which he was entitled before at- 
tempting to make the next base If the runner put out is the batter* runner ai first base, or 
any other baserunner forced to advance because the batter became a batter-runner, this 
out is a force out. 

b. If. after overrunning first base, the batter-runner attempt* to continue lu second base 

c. If. after dislodging a base, a baserunner tries to continue to the next base. 

d. (16-INCH SP ONLY) A player may lead off any base with the risk of being picked off by 
a throw from the pitcher or catcher If ?. throw from the pitcher or catcher results in an 
overthrown or blocked ball, no runner i may advance Any runner advancing on a pitch 
not hit is liable to be put out if tagged Ik lore returning to his original base 

PLA Y ' Rl leads (iff first bast* and advances to second on the pitch Ihe thill t \ throw n 

bx F2 to b'4 who tax* HI whdv Rl i.\ uundwfi on second htise RULING - Rl 
is out He max lead off, but he must return hi his base before bt'tnx titled ij 
the ball n not hit 

Sec. 5. BASEKUNNERS ARE ENTITLED TO Al)\ ANC h Wl l UOV'l LIABILITY 
TO BE PUT OUT; 

a When forced to vacate a base because the hatter was awarded a base on halls 

Eh'HtCT - Sec 5a il*P ONI Y) The ball remains in play unless it is blocked Any 
baserunner affected rs entitled to one base and may advance Ian her at his own risk tt Ihe 
ball is in pla> 

EFFKCT Set 5a (SP ONLY) The ball is dead 
b. When a fielder ( I ) not in possession of the ball, (2) not in the act of fielding .i bailed ball, 
or ( }) not aboui to receive a thrown ball, impedes the progress of a baserunner or halter 
runner who is legally running bases 

EFFECT - Sec 5b When any obstruction occurs uniluding a rundown), o/ie umpire 
will signal a delayed dead ball The ball will remain alive 

( I ) If ihe obstructed runner is pui out prior ;<> reaching the base he would have reached 
had there not been obstruction, a dead ball is called, and the obstructed runner 
and each oiher runner affected by the obstruction will always be awarded the 
base or bases he would have reai hed, in the umpire's judgement, had there not been 
obstruction This baserunner would either he advanced or returned to the last base 
touched An obstructed runner may never be called out between the two bases 
where he was ohstrut ted Should an act of interference occur following any oh si rue 
lion, enforcement ol ihe nuerfercnic penalty would have precedence 

i2) If rhe obstructed runner is pui out after passing ihe base he would have reaihcd had 
there not been obstruction, the obstructed runner will be called out ITic bail re 
mains alne 
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{}) When a runner, while advancing or resuming to a base, is obstructed by a fielder 
who neither has the ball nor is attempting to Held a batted or thrown ball, or a fielder 
who fakes a tag without the ball, the obstructed runner - and each other runner af- 
lected by the obstruction - will always be awarded the base or bases he would have 
reached, in the umpire's judgement. h:ui there been no obstruction. If the umpire 
feels there is justification, a defensive player making a fake tag could be removed 
hum the game. 

Obstructed runners are still required to touch all bases in proper order, or they 
enuld be called out on a proper appeal hy the defensive team. 

With HI nn thiid and R2 on second. Rl is caught between third and home. As 
Rl is attempting to regain thud. F5 obstructs him. RULING — A delayed dead 
hull is signaled h\ me umpire If Rl is tunned out. the hall ts dead, obstruction 
is declared, and Rl awarded third. If the hall is overthrown. Rl and R2 may 
advance to home ij Rl n awarded third. R2 is returned to second base. 

Vie hall is hit to tV. As Rl passes first base, he is obstructed while no play is 
hems* made on him He ts thrown out hy a wide margin at home plate. 
RULING //. m the judgment o) the umpire. Rl advanced hesond the base he 
would have made had he not been obstructed, he is out 

Rl is on first when B2 hits a IhiII between the right and center fielders. In 
mundmg second ha.se. Rl falls after colliding with the shortstop. gets up and 
t nwtnues toward home plate Vie relas throw from the second baseman to the 
tnichrr am\e\ when Rl is about five feel from the plate Rl crashes into the 
fielder who is holdup the ball Because oj the tolhsum. the Ixill is dropped* 
and Rl \corr\ Should the umpire tall Rl out ? RULING Yes. If Rl luul noi 
i rashed into the tatcher. he protxthh would have been awarded hime due to 
the obsinu tion hv the shortstop, however, because of the deliberate crash tin- 
terfe rem e). the oh\i ruction ts ignored and the runner wdl be called out under 
Rule X. Section Hs 
Ui l.mher obstruction is covered utuler Rule X. Set 2d. 

i it P OM V) \shen a wild piu h or passed lull lodges in 01 goes under, over, or through 
the Ku kstop 

HH C I Set V The hall is dead All base runners air awarded one base only The 

batter is aw aided fust base onlv on the lourth ball 
d When loucd to v at ate a base because the baiter was awarded first base 

1 1 ) tHM)Nl.Y> for being hit bv a pitched ball 

O) for hemg obstructed by the tatcher when striking ,U a pitched hall 

IHK'l Sec Sd ( I ) (2) Hie ball is dead, ami tNRh baser unner mav not advance 
farther than the base to which he is entitled 

i M il l' ONI N i (1 with a runner on third base trung to score b> means ol a squeeze 
pl.o or j steal, the catcher or anv other fielder steps on or in tronl ot home plate 
without possession of the ball, or touches the baiter or his bat. the pitcher shall be 
ih.uecd wuh an illegal piuh. the batter shall be awarded first base on the oh . true - 



NOTE: 
PI AY tl) 

PI AY t2\ 
VI AY \<\ 
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lion, each oiher runner shall be l varded one base on the illegal pitch, and the hull is 
dead. 

PIA Y — R I is on third base. A squeeze play is in progress, but as the Ixitter attempts to 
bunt the pitched balL he is obstructed by the catcher. RULING — Illegal pitch, 
and obstruct ton is declared Rl is awarded home plate, and hatter i s awarded 
first base 

e. (HP ONLY) When a pitcher makes an illegal pitch 

EFFECT — See. 5e: The ball is dead, and each base runner may advance to the base to 
which he is entitled without liability to be put out. 

f. When a fielder contacts or catches a fair batted or thrown ball with his cap, he l/net, mask, 
protector, pocket, detached glove, or any pan of his uniform which is detached from its 
proper place on his person. 

EFFECT - See. 5f: The baserunners would be entitled to three bases from the time of 
the pitch if a batted ball, or two bases from the time of the throw if a thrown ball, and in 
either case, they may advance farther at their own risk. If the illegal catch or touch is 
made on a fair hit ball which, in the judgement of the umpire, would have cleared the out* 
field fence in flight, tho batter- runner shall be awarded a home run. 

PIA Y • R I m on wcond and R2 /* on first when B3 has ground ball to h'6 F'6 fields the 
hall, steps on second fo. a fort c on R2 advancing from fh\t, and then throw s 
iw/<//v to /■"/? h'.l tosses hts nun into the air striking the hall Ti\e htill bourn es 
into the dugout RULING — R2 is out. Both Rl ami 83 are awarded tw o hoses 
each from their positions at the time the hall left the fielder's hand On this 
pla\ tht a won! tor detached equipment and for tin overthrown hall e<"'i? oia 
of plus, arc tht same f 

g. When the hall is in plav and is overthrown (beyond the boundary lines) or is blocked 
KFHKT Sec Sg All runners will he awarded two bases, ; md ihe a* aril will he 
governed h\ the positions of the runners when the ball left any fielder's hand If two 
runners are between the same bases, the award is based on the position of the lead runner 

F.XChPl It )N (I ) When a Holder loses possession of the ball, such as on an attempted ia>!, 
and the Ml enters the dead ball area or becomes blocked, each runner is awarded one hase 
from the last base touched at the time the ball entered the dead hall area or became blocked 
(2) It a runner muchesthe neti hase and returns to his original base, the original base he left 
is coo side red the "lasi base touched" t»ir the purpose ol an overthrow award 

Rl and R2 lire on set unit ami first h t i\es respet lisets H,1 hits the hall to h'6 
vJu) muffs a. retos ers a. and then throw \ hue io hj in an attef'tp' to retire RA 
HI ami H2 n ot h third and wi ond buses respa lively Rl aaemp s to tidmncv 
to home, therrbs drawing a throw from h3 whtih c"<*\ into the tluwut 
Rt'IJ\(i Rl antl R2we awarded home, ami Rt is awarded third 

HI /»// lira 82 hits ground hull ti> hn ho flips the ball to h4 for fort e out on 
HI Reins to M frtrm M \»»»< \ mto the dun* *ut area R2 Inul aln ails pa,\\ed tirsi 
hase hejore retas was made RL'IJSG 82 is awarded tht rd base Award of 
hti\ ( \ is ynented b\ ih* 1 position of eath runner ami the Uisi hisc he has 
tout hedat the tune of the throw 
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PLA Y 13) - No runners on base. Bl hits ball to FIO who throws it to F3 to force out Bl. Bl 
is already past first base when half is released hy FIO. The half bounces past 
Ft and into the stands. RULING — Bl is awarded third base. 

PLA Y (4l ~ A thrown ball hits a bat or ghve l\ing on (he ground (other tluin the bat 
discarded by the batter). RUUNG — (I) If the bat or glove belongs to the team 
at bat % it is ruled interference, and the player being played on shall be 
declared out. The ball is dead, and all base runners must return to the last base 
touched prior to the thrown ball hitting the bat or glove. (2) If the bat or glove 
belongs to the team in the field, it becomes a blotked ball, and the overthrow 
rule applies. (3) If no apparent play is obvious, no one is called out, but each 
runner must return to the last base touched at the time the hall hit the illegal 
equipment of the offensive team. 

h. When a fair baited fly ball strikes the foul pole above fence level or leaves the playing 
field in fair territory without touching the ground or going through the fence. It shall en* 
title the batter-runner to a home run, unless it passes out of the grounds at a distance less 
than the prescribed fence distances from home plate (as outlined in Rule 2, Sec. I), in 
which case the baiter-runner would be entitled to only two bases. The batter-runner must 
touch the bases in regular order. The point at which the stands or fence is less than the 
distance listed (Rule 2. Sec. I ) from home plate shall be clearly marked for the umpire's 
information. 

EXCEPTION: Sec the note after Rule 5, Sec 9) 
PI AY - A fair totted ball touches (a) FV's glove and goes over the fence in fair ter~ 
nton. ib) FV a glove and govs over the fence \n foul termors, tc) the top of a 
fem e railing and goes over, (d) the top of a fence railing, bounds to F9*s 
ahn e, and then goes over the fence in fair territory RULING — A home run in 
U I. undo two base hit m (hi In both (a) and {dt. tt is a home run m fast pitch 
and a four-base award in slow pitch 

i When a lair ball hounds or rolls over, under, or through a fence, bounds over, under or 
through any obstruction marking the boundaries of" the playing Held; is unintentionally 
caused to go nut of play when it bounds off a defensive player; or is unintentionally caus- 
ed to go out of play when it hounds oft a baserunne r or an umpire after having touched or 
been touched by a defensive player, or after having passed an tnficUter excluding the pit- 
cher, and provided no other infielder had a chance to make an out 
HR K( T Sec 5 1 The ball is dead, and all base runners are awarded two bases from the 
time of the pitch 

I (I) When a live ball is unintentional!) earned by fielder Irom playable territory into 
dead ball territory, the ball becomes dead tvaeh base runner is awarded one base from 
the last base touched at the lime fielder enters dead ball territory 

NO IT A fielder carrying a luc ball into the dugout or learn area to lag a player is 

considered to have unintentionally carried it there 

(2) I!, in the judgement ot the umpire, a fielder intentionally carries, kicks, pushes, or 
throws a live ball troiti pLiy able territory into dead ball territory, the ball becomes 
dead, and each baserunner is awarded two bases from the last base touched at the time 
the fielder entered oi the ball was kicked, pushed, or thm>*n into dead ball territory. 
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RULE 8, SECTION 6 

NOTK: A dead ball line is considered in play. 
Sec. 6. A BASKHUNNKK MUST RETURN TO HIS Rakf- 

catcher's uiremni m 



KFFKCT - See <*.,. 
<H The hall is dead 

« J N„ runs shall score unless a „ " h »'"«' 

h. jSPONLV, Hase s.eai.n, ZlllT * "" ,,Wcd SU ' nat ' nl »« ™" 

-el, pud, no, „„ hv ,he hat X is? ^,7'" " ' hi " »»« '»»»«"■««> i 
Pitched hall ,m M >p (,N, - Y » Baserunners may lead ..II prio, „, a 

'• Wht ;'»a^"»:hllairHy ball, including a line drive (FPaiwHSP. k m 

can he eaughl by an inllelder w,.h nrd.nirv offl hU '" lf PON '-Y). which 

andihird bases " rsl d,,d sca,nd and third, or flrsi. second. 

*tot*iomiu-.7.st.t' ui, una 

j (Ml (Indei Junior Olympu f-asi PnehONI V i 1 1„ i , 

*'al a has,, .hen a p.utu,, ha , , " n,,, b^nod I h"" ! "' n " " rUnn °' 

«he hall leaves ,he peer's Hand, b h ' , , ( tl .^X' "' n'^ * When 

hase W ,ihoui hah.lilv t„ he pul oui ' aml he musl "' his 

BAmiR.Rl-.VNKR is (N I 

1 1; ".^S;;,:t'h^ ,hird - * - ■*.«■> *«. ». ha„ 

,h < * - - - ^ on „ r s, 
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RULE 8, SECTION 7 

e. When, after a fair ^ is hiu he is legally touched with the ball before he Couches first 

base. 

d. When* after a fair ball is hit, the ball is held by a fielder touching first base with the ball or 
any part ol his person before the batterrunner touches first base. 

PI A Y - 'the first baseman has the hall in his right hand while lying on the ground. He 
touches first base with his left hand prior to the batter-runner reaching first 
ha\e. RULING — The batter-runner is out. 

e. When, after a fly ball is hit the ball is caught by a fielder before it touches the ground or 
any object or person other than a defensive player. 

EFFECT - Sec. 7a-e: The ball is in play, and the batter-runner is out. 

f. When he fails to advance to first base and enters his team area after a batted fair ball, a 
base on balls, a hit batsman (FP ONLY), a dropped third strike (FP ONLY), or catcher 
obstruction 

EXCEPTION: In slow pitch, the ball is dead on a base on balls, the batter-runner is out. 
and runners cannot advance 
PI AY (I) - Batter hits ground ball to pitcher. Pitcher hesitates in throwing hall to first 
ha\e. Batter-runner, assuming he is an "easy out." enters his team area 
(hemh. dugout, etc. ) Pitcher finally throws to first base, but ball is not caught 
b\ first baseman and rolls into the dugout Batter-runner then leaves hts team 
area ami runs to first base RULIS'tJ — Batter runner is out 
PI A Y i2i REFER TO RUII. R. SEC ' I y 

g When he runs outside the Moot (0 91 m) line and. in the judgement of the umpire, in- 
terferes with the fielder taking the throw at first base; however, he may run outside the 
1 loot (0 91 m) line in avoid a fielder attempting to field a batted ball 

h When he interferes w uh a fielder attempting to field a batted bal I , interferes with a thrown 
lull, or tf P ONLY) interferes with a dropped third strike If this interference, in the 
judgement of the umpire, is an obwous attempt to present a double play, the baserunner 
i losest io home plate shall also he called out NOTE: A batter runner or baserunner being 
hit with a thrown ball does not necessarily constitute interference 

» When he interferes with a play at home plate in an attempt to present an obvious out at 
home plate The runner is also out 

PI A ) Nn out\ Rl on third has? Batter hits a gmund bull to the fir\t baseman and 

then interferes with first baseman 's throw to home plate for a pla\ on Rl. 
RUIJNd - Batter runner and R I are both da hired out 
\ W hen he moves back toward home plate to asoid or delay a tag by a fielder 
k When he h;ts a fair hatted ball with an altered or illegal bal 

F-FH-CT Sec 7g K The ball is dead, and the baiter runner is out tuuh other baserun- 
ner must return to the last base legally touched at the time of or before the illegal action 
^Olf In the ease of an altered hat. the player is also ejected from the game 

I Immediately when he hits an infield tl> . as declared by the umpire, with runners on first 
and second or on first, second, and third with fewer than two nuts This is called the IN- 
HH.DFLYRl'l.h 
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RULE 8, SECTION 7 



PlAY (I) — Umpire declares an infield fl\, but ball curves to foul urea. RULING - An- 
nouncement i s reversed. It is not an infield fly but an ordinary foul. Batter is 
not out unless foul is caught. If caught, each runner must retouch his base 
before advancing. 

PIA Y \2) - REFER TO RULE I . SEC 40. 

m. It an intleldcr intentionally drops a fair ball, including a line drive (FP or SP) or a bunt 
(FP ONLY), which can be caught with ordinary effort with first: first and second; first 
and third: or fust, second, and third bases occupied with fewer than two outs. 

NOTE;: A trapped ball shall not be considered as having been intern ional I y dropped 

BFFRCT - Sec I Ih: The ball is dead, and each haserunner must return to the last hase 
touched at the time of the pilch. 

PI A Y - With one out and Rl on first, BJ hits a fl\ ball. F4 guides the ball mto ht.\ 
hands but mtennonallx drops it in an attempt to complete a double play RUL- 
ING — Um/nre should \mmed\atel\ dt dare B.I out Boll i \ dead. Basertamrrs 
n\av not advance. 

n. It ihe immediate preceding runner who is not yel out intentionally interferes, in the um- 
pire's judgement, with a fielder who is attempting to catch a thrown ball in an at tempi to 
complete the play Interference shall be declared, and the runner shall also be called out. 

o. (SP ONLY) For excess over the -fence home runs as listed under Rule 5. Section 4 



Set . ». THK BASKkl NNKR IS 01 T: 

a. When running to any base in regular or reverse order and he runs more than 3 feet (0 <JI 
m) from a direct line between that base and the next one to avoid being touched by the ball 
in the hand(s) of a fieldc 

b. When the baJl is in play and while he is noi in contact wiih a base, he is legally touched 
w ith the ball in the hand(s) of a fielder 

c. When, on a force play, a fielder contacts the base while holding the ball, touches the ball 
to the base, or lags the runner before he reaches the base 

d. When he tails to return to touch the base he previously occupr:J when play »s resumed 
after suspension of play 

e When he physically passes a preceding haserunner before that runner has been put oui 
f-FFFXT Sec Hae The ball is in play, and the haserunner is out. 

PlAY ' With Rl on first. B2 hits a double A throw to third drives Rl hack to second 

82 ha\ rounded set and and di\to\er\ he has passed Rl He runs back and 
finalls reaches first without bein\> tawed out Rl I LI Nil • B2 is out a\ until a\ 
he passes Rl 

f When he leaves his base to advance to another base before a caught fly ball has touched a 
fielder, provided the ball is returned to an infielder and properly appealed 

PIAY So outs Rl on third hxise B2 hits fl\ hull to F7 f-7 misjudges flight oj thill. 

and it hits htm on the shoulder, deflects into the air toFH. and is legally caught 
bs h H before a hits the around R I tays up at third bti.se as st ton as ball hits F7 
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RULE 8, SECTION 8 

an the shoulder but before FH holds Ixill securely in glove. HUUNG - Legal 
advance. Run counts. Rl may leave base a s stum as ball is touched. 
g. When he foils to touch the intervening base or bases in regular or reverse order and the 
ball is returned to an inficlder and properly appealed. 

VIA Y i\) ~ With Rl on first. B2 hits safely to right field. An overthrow at first: (a) goes in- 
to the stands, (b) strikes the enclosing wall and n' bounds to the catcher, hi 
Hi* to third base. Rl misses second huse. He had passed second or was ap- 
proaching second when the ball left the hand ofFV. Hie thill is then thrown to 
second for an appeal. RULING - In ta). ifRl has reached second base hv the 
tone the throw leaves the hand of FV. he is awarded home plate. If the appeal 
is properly made, it should be allowed, and the run scored bvR I is cancelled. 
If Rl has not reached second by the tone the throw leaves the hand ufF9, he is 
awarded third base. A proper appeal should be allowed ami enforced. In (b) 
Rl is out on the appeal since the hall is not blocked, and no bases are 
awarded 

PI A Y t2) REFER TO RULE I . SEC 2 

h When the hatter runner legalU overruns first base, attempts to run to second hase. and is 
legalU touched while off hase 

PLAY Hi reaches fir \t uitrl\. hut in hi\ oxemothc breaks for second and then "gives 

up ' whde far aw from the hawhne R( LJ\G If HI ,s attempting to reach 
a ha w. he must he touted, hut the fielder M not expected to t base him into the 
outfield In the outlined ic\e he t\ ma for hem* out of the baseline 
i tthen running or sliding leu home plate and he tails tn much it. makes no attempt to 
return to it. and a fielder holds the hall tn his hand while muihing said plate and appeals to 
the umpire Mr the decision 
KFH-ri See Nf i 

Hi I nest are appeal plavs. and the defensive team loses the privilege ol putting the 
Kiscrunner out if ihe appeal is not nude More the next legal or illegal pitch, or 
More the pitcher and all infielders have eharlv vacated their normal fielding posi- 
tions and have left fair terriroiv on their w a > to the bench or dugout area 

t:> If prnperlv appealed during a live ball, the haserunner is out Item t \) Mo* covers 
dead hall appeals 

S(,n " ()n !l PP° aI Pla>Mhc appeal must he made hefore the next legal or illegal pitch. 

or before the defensive team has left the field The defensive team has "lett 
the field ' when the pitcher and all mlielders have elearlv vacated their normal 
tieldmg positions and have left fair temion on their wav tn the bench or 
dmvut area 

< 1) Omc the hall has Keen returned t<> the infield and time has heen called. an> infielder 
'including the pitcher or catcher), with or without possi ^ion of the ball, may make 
a verhal appeal on a runner missing a hase or leaving a base ton sonn on a caught fly 
ball the administering umpire should acknowledge the appeal and then make a 
deusion on the plav No baserunner mav leave his base during this period as the ball 
remains ile.nl until the next pitch 
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NOTE: (a) If the pitcher has possession of the ball and is in contact with the pitching 
plate when making a verbal appeal, no illegal pilch is called (b) If play ball 
has been declared by the umpire and the pitcher then requests an appeal, the 
umpire would again call lime and allow the appeal process. 

PLA Y II) - Runner R2 leaves second base too mm on a fly ball caught bv F7. V\e Ml is 
thrown directlv into the infield with an appeal made bv F4 at second haw. 
RUUNG: /he ball has remained alive, and when the proper appeal is made, 
R2is called out. 

PLA Y 12) - Runner Rl on second base and R2 on first base. Batter BJ hin a fly hall to F7. 

Both runners axiswice; however, Rl leaves too st*m. Time is called, the pitch 
cr has the ball, and after the umpire recognized the appeal, (a) he announces 
to the umpire that he wants to appeal Rl leaving too soon, (b) he carries the 
hall over and touches Rl standing on third base, ic) he throws the ball to F4 
who touches second base, or id) he fakes a throw toward third base, and the 
runner steps nfi the base. RUUNG in all cases the Indl is dead, and no 
haserunner mas leave his base The proper appeal is (a): however ib) and tc) 
are acceptable. With the hall deail in (di, there is no penalty for the runner 
stepping off the base. 

j. When he interfere* with a fielder attempting to Held a hatted hall or interferes with a 
thrown hall If this interference, in the judgement of the umpire, is an ohvious attempt to 
prevent a double play and occurs before the haserunner is put out. the immediate suc- 
ceeding runner shall also be called out. 
PlAY - With Rl on first. Bl hits ihe ball on the ground between first and second Rl is 
struck hs the hatted hall before it passes a fielder, or he hinders F4 m his 
throw to first RillJNG - Rl m out, and the hall becomes dead when the in- 
terferes e occurs. If the interference i leurls prevented B2 from being put out 
at first, he also is out 

k. When he iv struck with a fair untouched baited hall in fair territory while not in contact 

with a base and before n passes an in fielder, excluding the pitcher 
NOI i: Sec Hj k When haserunners are called out tor interference. I he hallcr runner 

•s ,i warded first base and credited wuh a hase hit 
Pi AY - Rl is (a) hetsseen set ond and third or (h) tout him* second He is stnu kbxBl's 
untom hetl batted boll before it passes a fielder, euludinti the pin her RUi 
Hall becomes dead in la) and lb) Rl is out tn fa) He ts not out m ib) 
Ihe halter runner n cntitltdto tint base in both t uses 
1 When he intentionally kicks a hall which an infield.'r has missed 

m. When anyone, other than another haserunner. phssically assists nun while the ball is in 
play If this assistance occurs prior to a caught or uncaupht halted Il> ball, regardless tit 
whether the hdli is fair nr luul. a delayed dead hdll call will he made, after which he will 
he declared out If ihe hall is caught, the batier runner will also fx* declared out iNOl'l* 
Ihe hall in dead if not caught If a lair ball, award the baiter runner one hase. and if a foul 
ball, the baiter will hai again l 
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RULE 8, SECTION 8 

n. When the coach near third base runs in the direction of home plate on or near the baseline 
w o a a-ldcr ,.s attempting to make a play on a batted or th.own ball ,nd (hereby 25!J5 
hmw t„ home plate . The runner closest to home shall be declared out 

o. When one or more members of the offensive team stand or colled at or around a base to 

n!X ] ;c a,Km - lhereby Mn * ,he ,k " der * and * «« 

NOTIi: Members of a team include bat boy or any other person authorized to sit on 
ii»uni s bench. 

p. When he runs the bases in reverse order lo contuse the defensive team or to make a 
travesty of the game. (See Rule 8. Sec. 7j.) " 

q. II a couch intentionally interferes with a throw,, hall wh.lt in the coach's box or in- 
ter e res w, h the defensive team's opportunity m make a play on another runner. The run- 
nc r closest to home plate at the lime of the interlerenec shall also be declared out 
,n , r , ,? r P d f di ' ri ' d 0U,, . he mleTh ' KS * ,th a dcfen * ivc "PP"r.uni.y to 

lerfcrence shall also he declared out. 

KHFKCT - Sec 8j. r The hall is dead, and ihe baserunncr .soul Each other baserunner 
".us. return to the- las. base legally touched at the time ol or before ihe illegal action. 
NO IF. When a runner alter scoring, mterleres w.ih a defense plaver. the runner 

closes. 10 home shall be called out 

flA > • Rl „„ thml lHM and R2 on fin, ha;,- Matter «,/, „ grmndvr In secmd 
baseman hIu, /,«, R2 ,h„ R2 then mterl r r„ w; ,h ihe xe.ond ba\eman'% ttt- 
tempi to f/,r„ H to Jim ,„ retire the txillerrunner RUUSG - Bull IwomtS 
tlea.l. ami Rl n also calle*! out R„lier runner m anur.le.l first base 

s W hen a defense , p| a> M has ,hc ball and the runne. .ema.ns on h.s tee. and deliberately 
with great lone, crashes into thedelensise plaser 

I.H I-.CT Sec Hs The runner >s oui. the ball ,s dead, and each other baserunner must 
return to ihe last have touched ai .he tune ol .he collision, unless R„| t . «. Sec Hi or Rule 8 
Sec Hr applies ' 

N«)l I || (head is determined lo he llagr..iit . the ...lender shall Ik- cected 
I'iA ) l),e « an her ha , reeen e.l the ball ami , , » „,„„„ „ ; „, K the runner attemptm* t„ 
».,./,• Ihe nmner dehherateh mm ,„„, the rairher ,u/n «mw force, tvuxing 
h,m,o,,ro P ,heball R,USO then,* , „ „/,„ ,.„, „,, „„,/. J 

t M l' ONI s 1 1 u hen he lads to Keep contaci w.th the have |„ whut. he .v entitled until the 
ball leases the p.tche. v hand When a baserunner ,v leg.i,n,ateK oil h.v have altera Pitch 
or as a result ol a h...,-r completing his nun a. bat. and while the pitcher has the ball 
wuh.n an H ..km <2 44 ml radms ol the pitcher v plate, he must .mmed.atelv re.urn to his 
haseor attempt lo advance to the next have 

' ' ' ! '" h '' v '" ' rm " i : tl,;,,i ; l > rt-,,,rn h " b ™ " r P"H «wd t« the nex. have once .he pnehcr 

^!^::z; 2 4 * - ^ +* — • • - 
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RULE 8, SECTION 8 

(2) Once the runner returns to a base for any reason, he will be declared oui if he leaves 
said base, unless a play is made on him or another runner (a fake throw is con- 
sidered a play), the pitcher no longer has possession of the ball within the 8-foot 
(2.44 in) radius, or the pitcher releases the ball on a pitch to the batter. 
NOTE: A base on balls or dropped third strike on which a runner is entitled to run is 
treated the same as i batted ball. The batter-runner may continue past first 
base and is entitled to run toward second base as long as he does not stop at 
first base. If he stops after he rounds first base, he then must comply with Sec. 
8(d). 

PLAY — With Rl on second, B2 Hikes a called third strike for the first out of the inning 
meanwhile, Rl leads off second base after delivery to the plate. Catcher 
returns ball to the pitcher who lias it within the 8-fiwt (2.44 m) radius of the pitch 
er\s plate. 7he runner at this moment makes no attempt to move either way. 
RULING — Vie runner must immediately return *o second or immediately ad- 
vance to the next base. Failure to immediately return to his base orprmred to 
the next base once the pitcher has the ball within the 8-foot (2.44 m) radius of 
the pitcher 's plate will result m the baseruiwer being declared out. 

u (SP ONLY) When he fails to keep contact with the base to which he is entitled 

until a pitched ball louche* the ground, reaches home plaie. or is batted EX- 
CEPTION (If) INCH SP ONLY) Any runner may leave his base as soon as 
the ball is declared in play 

EFFECT - Sec. Ht-u: The ball is dead. "NO PITCH" is declared, and the 
baserunner is out. 

v When he abandons a base and enters his learn area or leaves the field of play The 
baserunner shall he declared out immediately when he enters his team area or leaves the 
field nl plat 

w. When he positions himsell behind and noi in contact wnh a base to get a running siart on 
any fly ball The ball remains alive 
Sec. 9. BASKRI NNKR IS NOT OUT: 

a. When he runs behind or m front of the fielder and outside the hasehne in order to avoid 
interfering with a fielder attempting to field the ball m the base path 

b. When he does not run in a direct line to a base, provided the fielder in the direct line does 
noi have ihe ball in his possession 

c When more than one fielder attempts to field a batted ball and the baserunner comes into 
contact with the one who. in the judgement ot the umpire, was not entitled to field ihe 
ball 

d. When he is hit with a fair, untouched batted ball thai has passed an mfieldcr. deluding 
the pitcher, and. in the judgement ol the umpire, no other infielder HAD A CHANCE IO 
MAKE AN OUT 

PlAY (I) • With Rl second. 82 hits Ml behind Ft) h/io m />/ ( jw/h? in Bailed bull 
una he\ Rl and is deflected to foul ground RUUNG - If the touching ofRl is 
ot t idenial. n i < mnored because batted bull has passed a fielder If Rl mien 
lumalh defleeird bailed ball, umpire wtll rule interference, mth ball becom- 
ing dead and Rl hetnx det hired uu\ 
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PI AY il\ A biitwd ball strikes third base and then caroms to foul territory where it 
strikes Rl who is lending off third. RULING — Rl is out, and ball is dead. 

e. When he is hit by a fair bailed ball after it touches or is touched by any fielder, including 

(he pitcher, and he could not avoid contact with the bull, 
f When he is touched with a ball not securely held by a fielder. 

g When I he defensive team docs not request the umpire's decision on an appeal play until 
after the nctt legal or illegal pitch, or unlit after the pitcher and all infielders have clearly 
vacated their normal fielding positions and have left fair territory on their way to the 
bench or dugout area. 

h. When a baiter-runner overruns first base after touching it and returns directly to the base. 

i. When he is nol given sufficient lime to return to a base. He will not oe called out for being 
off base before the pitcher releases the ball. "No pitch" will be called by the umpire 
{Rule 6. Sec lOd (FP) and Sec 8c tSPand 16-INCH SP) 

j. When he has legally started to advance. He may not be stopped by the pitcher receiving 
the ball while on the pitching plate, nor by ihe pitcher stepping on (he plate with the ball in 
his possession. 

k When he holds his base until a tly ball touches a fielder and then attempts to advance. 
I. When hit h\ a batted ball when touching his base, unless he intentionally interferes with 
the ball lira fielder making a play. 

PI A Y (h With Rl on second. R2 on first, and no nuts. B3 hits a ground ball or infield 
fl\ Bull strikes Rl wht) is Ui) near second, (h) standing on second. In both 
cases ball has not passed an mfielder RVUNG - In (a) Rl is out on either 
t\pe of hit. In (b) Rl ts not out on either type of ho. but ball becomes dead, and 
all runners, tj forced, advance one base without liability to be put out. In both 
\a\ and (b). B3 t.s out on an\ infield fl\ Ifti is a around ball, batter runner is 
awarded first bast' 

PI A ) <2) RlrhR 70 RULt X. St.C Sk 

ui When he slides into a base and dislodges it from us proper position The base is con- 
Mile red to have followed the runner 

I H-hCT See 9m A haserunner reaehing a have safely will nol be out for being off 
that base it u becomes dislodged He may return without liability to be put nut when the 
Kise has been replaced A runner forfeits this exemption if he attempts to advance beyond 
the dislodged base before it is again in proper position 

PI AY Rl slides into second base After he toiuhes the base, he loses contact (a) 

bnau\e the base breaks I tune faun its fastening, th) het ause his fixu slides off 
the base F4 touches him while hts foot is off base RULING — In (a) Rl is not 
out In (b) Rl is out 

n When a fielder makes a play on a batter, batter-runner, or haserunner while using an il- 
legal glove The manager of the of tended team is given two options 
1 1 1 He may have the entire play nullified with each base runner returning to his original 
base and the halter or hatter- runner batting over again, assuming ihe ball and strike 
count he had prior to the pilch he hit 
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(2) He may take the result of the play and disregard the illegal act 

Sec. 10, BASKRUNNING (55-Over) 

a. A COURTKSY KUNNKK shall he allowed once per inning for any reason The courtesy 
runner must be the last recorded nut and must he entered prior to the first pitch to the suc- 
ceeding batter. The courtesy runner is officially in the game when play ball has been 
declared by the umpire. An ineligible courtesy runner is an appeal situation that must be 
made before a legal or illegal pitch to the succeeding hatter. PENALTY - The use of an in 
eligible courtesy runner shall result in the removal of the runner from the base and an out 
being recorded on the player whom he replaced. 

b. A "NO SLIDK, NO CRASH" rule will be in effect at all bases, including home plate 
Any and all incidents will result in an automatic out. 

e. A "RUN*BY M nile shall be in effect at first, second, ami third bases, (e.g. , a player may 
run past any base at any time) The runner shall be considered "safe" so long as he turns 
to the right after passing the base. Any attempt to advance or to decoy the fieJier cancels 
the "run-by" rule, and the runner may be tagged out 

NOTfi: A batter-runner can turn to the right or left after overrunning lirsi base as long 
as no attempt is made to advance to second base. 

d. Baserunners must touch the second home plate located adjacent to the right handed 
batter's box in order to be safe at home. A bascrunner may he retired at home plate on a 
non-force situation without a tag. The defensive player only has to hold the ball while 
touching the original home plate. If the bascrunner touches the original home plate, he 
will be out if appealed by the defensive team. 

e. Once a bascrunner crosses a line 20 feet from home, he cannot return to third base. 
PENALTY: The bascrunner will be called out if he returns. 



RULE 9. DEAD BALL - BALL IN PLAY 



Sec. I. THK BALL IS UK A I) AND NOT IN PLAY: 

a When a hall is hatted illegally 

PlA Y HI m nn first haw B2 dleaall\ ban the hall towards h6. and f-4 obstructs Rl 

adumimv to second base RUI.INU - Hall becomes dead when B2 dU*till\ 
halted a H2 vv oat. ami Rl mu>t return to fir u haw 

b. When the batter sieps from nr» ho* imhe other when the pitcher is reaih in pilch 

c. When j ball is pitc hed illegally 

KXCLP710N Sec Ic (FPONLY) If the pitcher completes the delivers of the ball to the 
batter and ihe hatter hits the ball and reaches first base safely . and if all other baserunners 
advance ar least one base, then the pla> stands, and the pitch is no lunger illegal KXC'liP* 
TiON See Ic <SP ONLY) II the batter swings at an illegal pitch, the pla> stands, and 
the pitch is no lunger illegal 
d When "NO PI KM" is declared 

e. When a pitched ball touches any part of the baiter 's person or clothing, whether the ball is 
struck at or not 
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PlAY - Bl swings at a pitched halL ntui the htill hits his hand while holding the hat. 

RULING — Stake shall he called, and the hall is dead. 7he hand is not van* 
sideredpart of the hat. 

f Wh»'n a foul ball is declared. 

g. When the offensive team causes the interference 

( 1 ) When a batter-runner intentionally strikes a fair bail a second lime, strikes il with a 
thrown bat, or deflects its course in any way while running to first base. 

(2) When a thrown ball Is intentionally touched by a coach or on -deck batter. 

(,M When a fair ball strikes a runner (not in contact with a base) or umpire before 
touching an inlielder, including I he pitcher or before passing an tnflelder. other than 
the pitcher 

(4) When the batter interferes with the catcher or other defensive player at home plate. 

(5) When a member of the offensive team intentionally interferes with a live ball. 

(6) When ii runner intentionally kicks a ball which a fielder has missed. 

h. When the ball is outside the established boundaries of the playing area A ball is con- 
•.idered "outside the playing field" when it louche* the ground, person on the ground, or 
object outside the playing area. 

PlAY — Rl is on third. B3 at hat wtth one oat hits a fly Ikdl which F5 catches in the 
field of pla\ b'5 \ momentum causes him to go mm a dead hall area such as a 
bench, a dugout, the stands, or the area beyond the chalk line or pre- game 
determined imaginary line. RULING - Ball is dead as soon as F5 enters the 
dead hull area swth tt Rl is awarded one base, and B3 is out 

i If an accident lo a baiter- runner or base runner prevents him from proceeding to any 
bascts) which he is awarded A substitute runner will be permitted lor the baiter-runner 
or haserunner and will be allowed to proceed to any awarded bas(s) 

PI A Y Batter hits hall over the fence for a home run hut falls down as he attempts to 

advance to first Inise He i s injured and unahle to continue to play. RUUNG — 
Substitute runner will he permitted for batter runner and will he allowed to 
i tri le the bases so thiit ihe home run mav be allowed 

I tSPDM.V) When Ihe halter hunts or chops the pitched hall 

PlAY RhrhR rORUU. 7. Sh.C I In 

k iFP ONLY) When a wild pilch or passed hall lodges m or ptK's under, mcr. or through 

ihe hack si op 
! hen l • rue is called b> the umpire 

m When any part ot the halter's person or clothing is hit with his own hatted ball when he is 
in the halter's box 

n When a haserunner runs bases in reverse order eithei lo con! use the fielders or to make a 

travesty ot the game 
o When the hatter is hit hv a pitched hull 

p When, in the judgement of the umpire, the coach near third hase runs in the u i reef ion of 
home plate on or near the haselme while ihe fielder is attempting to make a play on a bat* 
led or thrown ball, and thereby draws a throw to home plate 
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q. (FP ONLY) When the plate umpire or his clothing or paraphernalia interferes with the 
catcher's attempt to throw. 

r. When one or more members of the offensive team stand or collect at or around a base to 
which a baserunner is advancing, thereby confusing the fielders and adding to the dif- 
ficulty of making a play. 

s. (FPONLY) When a baserunner fails to keep contact with the base to whah he is entitled 
until a legally pitched ball has been released. 

I. (SPONLY) When a baserunner fails to keep contact with the r asc to which he is entitled 
until a legally pitched hall touches the ground, reaches home plate, or is batted. 

u. <SP ONLY) After each hall or strike or a pitched ball hitting the ground or plate. 
FXCFPTION: The hall remains alive in 16-inch slow pilch. 

v. When a blocked ball is declared. 

w. When a batter enters the baiter's bo* w ith, or is discovered using, an altered bat 
x. When a batter enters the batter's bo* with, or is discovered using, an illegal bat. 
y. When a caught fair fly ball, including a line drive (FP and SP) or bum (FPONLY), which 
can be handled by an infielder with ordinary effort, is intentionally dropped with fewer 
than two outs and a runner on first base; fir si and second; first and third, or first, second, 
and third bases. 

PI A Y - RF.tER lO RULt 7. SEC I Ih. 

i. When a fielder carries a live ball into dead ball tcrrilorv 

EFFECT - Sec la-/.: The batter or hascrunners may not advance on a dead ball unless 

awarded a base or bases hy rule 
aa When lime has been called for a dead ball appeal 

PI A Y - REEhR TO RULt SEC Hi (4) AND Pi A Y 2 

«b. (10-Under JO Fast Pitch Only) When a pitched ball is noi batted. 

See. 2. THK BALL IS IN PLAY: 

a Ai ihe siart of the game and each hall inning when the pitcher has me Kill while standing 

in his pitching position and plav ball has been declared by ihe umpire 
b When Ihe in field fly rule is enforced 

PlA\ - With one nut. RI i\ nn second and R2 t>n first when B4 hits an infield fl\ 
Haserunnen are of the opinion two tire (tut. and thev \tart running as soon as 
the hall i\ hit P4 fails in catch the infield ftw and hoth runners crow home 
plate RlHJSCi - H4i\ nut for hitting infield flw hut runs < own \nu c runners 
wrJv advtuu e at their own rnA 

c When a thrown hall goes pasi a fielder and remains in playable territory 

d When a lair hall strikes iin umpire or baserunner on fair ground after touching an .n 
fielder, including ihe pitcher, or after passing an infielder. excluding the pikhcr. and pro- 
vided no other infielder had a chance to make an out 

c. When a lair hatted hall sirikes an umpire on foul ground 

f When am runner has reached the base to which he is entitled if the hcliier fields a lulled 

or thrown hall with illegal equipment 
g When a baserunner is called out for parsing a preceding runner 
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h. When a fair ball is legally batted. 

i. When a baserunner must return in reverse order while the ball is in play. 

j. When a batter-runner or baserunner acquires the right to a base by touching it before be- 
ing put out. 

k When a base is dislodged while base runners arc p-^gressing around the bases. 

I. When a runner runs more than 3 feet (0.91 m) from a direct line between any base and ihe 

next one in regular or reverse order to avoid being touched by the ball in the hand(s) of a 

fielder 

ni When a runner is tagged or forced out. 

n. When the umpire calls a baserunner oui for failure to return and touch a base when play is 

resumed after a suspension of play, 
o. When a live ball appeal play is legally being made, 
p. When the baiter iegally hits the ball . 

q. When a live ball strikes a photographer, grounds keeper, policeman, etc.. assigned to ihe 
game. 

PLAY - HI hits a line shot which hits first ba\e, ricochets off the bag, and hits a 
phi no ft raphe r who is assigned to take pictures of the game. Pitcher hicks up 
pla\ and throws out Bt advancing to second. RVUNG - Bl is out. Ball re* 
mams in plow when it \tnke* a photographer who has been assigned to the 
\>ame 

r When a lair or foul fly hall has been legally t aught 
s When a thrown ball strikes an offensive player 

i It ihe batter drops the bat and the ball rolls against it in fair territory and, in the judgement 
ol the umpire, there was no intention to interfere with the course of the ball. The baiter- 
runner is not out, and the ball is alive and in play. 

u When a thrown ball strikes an umpire 

v When a play is or is not being made on an obstructed runner, or if the batter -runner is 

obstructed before be touches first bi»se 
w Wh.»n a ihrown ball sir ikes a coach 

x <hP and lo-INCH SP ONLY) When a ball has been called on the batter When four halls 

ha .e been called, the hatter may not be put out before he reaches first hase 
> t HP and 16 INCH SP ONLY) When a strike has been called on the hatter 
/ (HP ami 16-INCH SPONLY) When a foul up has been legally caught 

PI A Y l)ne\ the ball become dead after a foul tip. and nun there he a foal tip which is 

nt't i aught 7 RVUNG - Ihe ball does not become dead on afoul tip. and a * 
runner tna\ advance or be put out the \time a\ after an v \inke To be a foul tip. 
the hall must be caught b\ the catcher 

mx (SP ONLY) As long as there is a play as a result ot a ha by the hatter runner This in- 
cludes a subsequent appeal play 

ah (PPand IfVINCH SP ONLY) If the ball slips rrnm a pitcher's hand during his wmdupor 
the hdckswing 

ac Whenever the ball is not d?ad. as provided in Sec I of this rule 
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Sec. 3. DELAYED DEAD BALL, There arc six situations when a violation of the rule oc- 
curs, it is recognized by an umpire, and the bull remains live until the conclusion of the play. 
These situations arc: 

a. An illegal pitch (Kule 6. Sections 1*8) 

b. Catcher's obstruction (Rule 8, Section 6d) 

c. Plate umpire interference (Rule 8, Section 6d) 

d. Obstruction (Rule 8, Section 5b) 

C. Batted or thrown ball hit with detached equipment (Rule 8, Section 5f) 
f. Runner at third or first base assisted by a coach on a tag up (Rule 8, Section 8m) 
NOTE: Once the entire play is completed in each situation, the proper enforcement 
should be made. In (e). a double play could be called. One nut on the coach 
assisting the runner and the second out on the caught ball. 

Sec, 4. (SP ONLY) THE BALL REMAINS ALIVE UNTIL THE UMPIRE CALLS 
TIME, WHICH SHOULD BE DONE WHEN THE BALL IS HEM) BY A PLAYER IN 
THE INFIELD AREA AND, IN THE JUDGEMENT OF THE UMPIRE, ALL PLAY 
HAS CEASED. 



RULE 10. UMPIRES 



NOTK: Failure of umpires to adhere to Rule 10 shall not be grounds for protest These 
arc guidelines fur umpires. 

Sec. I. POWER AND DUTIES. The umpires are the representatives of the league or 
organization by which they have been assigned to a particular game and, as such, are 
authorized and required to enforce each section of these rules They have the power to order 
a player, coach, captain, or manager to carry out or to omu any act which, in their judge- 
ment, is necessary to giv force and effect to one or all of these rules, and to inflict penalties 
as herein prescribed. The plate umpire shall have the authority to make decisions on any 
situations not specifically covered in the rules. THE FOLLOWING IS THE GENERAL IN- 
FORMATION FOR UMPIRES' 

a. The umpire will not be a member ol either team tie. player, coach, manager, officer, 
scorer, or sponsor) 

b. The umpire should be sure of the date, time, and place ol the game and should arrive at 
the playing field 20-30 minutes ahead of time, start the game at the designated time, and 
leave the field when the panic is over. His jurisdiction begins when he enters the field to 
check the bats and ends *hcn he leaves the field following the completion of the game 

c. The male and female umpire shall wear a powder blue, short-sleeve shin; dark navy blue 
slacks, and a cap with while ASA letters on the front. All other paraphernalia (t e . socks, 
ball bag. jacket, and/or sweater) must also be dark navy blue, and the shoes and bell must 
be black for both male and female umpires. A i-shirt is optional to wear under the powder 
blue shin; however, if one is worn, it must be white. The plate umpire in fast pitch 
MUST wear a black mask with a hlack throat protector (An extended wire protector may 
be worn in lieu ol a throat protector on the mask ) Body protectors are recommended for 
umpires in fast pitch and are optional in slow pitch 

d The umpires should introduce themsrlves to the captains, managers, and scorers. 
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c. The umpires should inspect the playing field boundaries and equipment am) clarify all 
ground rules for the representatives of both teams. 

f. Bach umpire will have the power to make decisions on violations committed anytime 
during playing time or during suspension of play . 

g. No umpire has the authority to set aside or question decisions made by another umpire 
within the limits of his respective duties as outlined in these rules. 

h. An umpire nuy consult his associale(s) at any time; however, the final decision will rest 
with the umpire whose exclusive authority it is to nuke the decision and who requests t*ie 
opinion of the other umptre(s). 

i. In order to define "respective duties," the umpire whose primary responsibility is the 
judging of balls and strikes will be designated as the PLATE UMPIRE, while the umpire 
whose primary responsibility is the rendering of base decisions will be designated a', the 
BASRUMPIRR. 

j. The plate umpire and base umpire will have equal authority to: 

( 1 ) Cull a runner out for leaving a base too soon. 

(2) Call TIME for suspension of play. 

{}) Eject a player, coach, manager, or other team member from the game for violation 

df rules or tlagrant misconduct. 
(4) Call all illegal pitches, 
k. The umpire will declare the batter or runner out. without wailing for an appeal for 
such decision, in all cases where such player is retired in accordance with these rules. 

NOTE* Unless appealed to. the umpire will not call a player out for failure to touch a 
base, for leaving a base too soon on a caught fly hall, for batting out of order, 
or for making an attempt to go to second after reaching first base, as provided 
in these rules 

I The umpire will not penalize a team for infraction ol a rule when imposing the penalty 
Mould he lo the advantage of the offending team 

Sec. 2. THK PLATE UMPIRE SHOULD: 

a Take a position behind the catcher He will have full charge of and he responsible for the 

proper conduct of the game 
b Call all balls and strikes, unless he requests the help of another umpire 
c B> agreenent and in cooperation with the base umpire, makes decisions on plays, fair or 

foul balls, and legally or illegally caught balls- On plays which would necessitate the base 

umpire leaving the infield in a two umpire system, the plate umpire will assume the duties 

normally required of the base umpire 
d Determine and declare whether: 

1 1 ) A batter bunts or chops a ball 

(2) A batted ball touches the person or clothing of the batter 

(3) A My ball is an infield or an outfield fly 

e Render base decisions as indicated in the Umpire \ Manual 
f Determine when a game is forfeited 

g Assume all dunes when assigned as a single umpire to a game 
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Sec. 3. THE BASK UMPIRE SHOULD: 

a. Take such positions on the playing field as outlined in the Umpire 'x Manual, 

b. Assist the plale umpire in every way to enforce the rules of the game 

Sec. 4. RESPONSIBILITIES OF A SINGLE UMPIRE. If only one umpire is assigned, 
his duties and jurisdictions will extend to all points. The umpire's starting position lor each 
pitch should be from behind home plate. On each batted hall or play that develops, the umpire 
must move out from behind the plate and into the infield to obtain the best position tor any 
play that develops. 

Sec. 5. CHANGE OF UMPIRES. Teams may not request a change of umpires during a 
game unless an umpire is incapacitated by injury or illness 

Sec. 6. UMPIRE'S JUDGEMENT. There will be no appeal on any decision of any urn* 
pire on the grounds that he wus not correct in his conclusion as to whether a hatted ball was 
fair or foul, a runner safe or out. a pitched ball a ball or strike, or nn any play involving ac« 
curacy of judgement; and no decision rendered by any umpire will be reversed except when 
he is convinced it is in violation of one of these rules. In case the manager, acting manager, or 
captain of either team (toes seek reversal of a decision based solely on a point of rules, the 
umpire whose decision is in question will, if in doubt, confer with his associate(s) before tak- 
ing any action; but under no circumstances will any player or person, other than the manager, 
acting manager, or captain of either team, have any legal right to protest any decision and 
seek its reversal on a claim that it is in conflict with these rules. 

a. Under no circumstances v. ill any umpire seek to reverse a decision made by an associate, nor 
will nny umpire criticize or interfere with (he duties of his iissociatc(s) unless asked to do mi 

b. The umpire -in -chief may rectify any situation in which the reversal of an umpire's decision or a 
delayed call by an umpire places a batter-runner, a base runner, or the defensive team in jeopar- 
dy This correction is nut possible after one legal or illegal pilch has heen thrown, or after 
the pitcher and ail mfielders have clearly vacated their notmal fielding positions and ha\e 
left fair territory on l heir way to ihe bench or dugout area 

PlAY - With Rl o*\ first txise aiui fewer than /hyj om.\. the rw\ner attonfus to steal secontt 



on the pitch ihP ONLY) Vie catcher thnws to second tkise as the plate unyure 
calls thill four Ihe throw i.s in tttm\ aiui the txise u/njure calls the runner out As 
the runner (Rl) leasrs for the iiu#oui, the rxise utrtfnre realizes B2 has four halts 
a/ul Rl is entitled to second base The defense ta^s Rl when he leaves the base 
Htkt the unynre nor allied Rl (*ui, he wtmlil not torn* left the Ixise RVUNO — 
Phu s e Rl on set otul false ami /P on first Ikise 



Sec. 7. SKiNAKS: 

a. SAFE — Btxfy upright, eyes on the haJI, and anus extended straighi out with the palms down 
A verbal call of "SAFB" is made as the amis are snapped to this position from the upper chest 

b. SAFE SELL — The same as the safe call, bul as the anus are extended straight out with (he 
palms down, a step should he taken towards the play 

c. OIT — Body upright, eyes on the ball, and right arm extended straight uy as an exteasum of 
the shoulder As we come lo the HAMMER posiiuhi, the elbow is hem at a *J0 1 angle and the 
fisi closed with the fingers facing the right ear The left arm should nr brought to the rrud- 
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section of the body . A verbal call of "OUT" is made as (he right arm is extended high into the 
air and continued as the arm drops into the HAMMER position, 
d. OUT SELL — Come to upright position and take a step with left foot directly at the play. Your 
head should remain in position looking at the play as the upper torso turns perpendicularly from 
the play. Raise right arm with an open hand behind your head into a throwing position as you 
shuffle your right foot behind the left. Plant right foot and transfer weight, bringing right arm 
over the top of your head with a closed fist, and make a vigorous OUT call. Finish call by 
transferring your weight to the left foot while bringing the right foot forward and parallel to the 



e. STRIKE — Body upright, eyes on the ball, and right arm extended straight up as an extension 
of the shoulder. As we come to the HAMMER position, the elbow is bent at a 90° angle, and 
the fist is closed with the fingers facing the right ear. The left arm should be brought to the mid- 
section of the body- A verbal call of "STRIKE" is made as the right arm is extended high into 
the air and continued as the arm drops into the HAMMER position. 

t. FAIR BALL — Body upright, eyes on the ball . and point toward fair territory with the arm 
that is toward the infield. There is no verbal call on a fair ball, and if the umpire is wearing a 
mask, it should be in the left hand. 

g. FOUL BALL - On all foul balls except a caught foul tly boll, the ball is DEAD, and the 
DEAD BALL signal should be given preceding the foul hall signal. For the FOUL BALL 
signal, body should be upright, eyes on the ball, and the ami extended straight out from the 
shoulder toward foul territory away from the playing field. A verbal call of "*FOUL BALL" 
should be declared as the ami motion is made. 

h. TIME OUT/DEAD BALL — Body upright, and both arms extended high into the air with the 
palms of the hands open and facing away from the umpire's body A vernal call of "TIME 11 or 

•DEAD BALL" is made at the same lime the arms are going up 

i PLAY BALL — Body upright, eyes on the ball, and the umpire makes a motion toward 
the pitcher with the right or left hand. On a right handed batter uw the right hand, and on 
a left-handed batter use the left hand A vcibul call of PLAY'* or "PLAY BALL" is 
made as the umpire motions toward the pitcher 

I HOLD UP PLAY (No Pitch) - Body upright, and raise either hand with the palm facing 
the pitcher. On a right-handed batter use the right hand, and on a left-handed batter use 
the left hand "NO PITCH " shall be declared if the pitcher pilches while the umpire has a 
hand in said position 

k DELAYED DEAD BALL — Body upright The left arm is extended straight out to the 
mde of the body as an extension of the shoulder, and the left hand is in a fist This position 
is held long enough for the players to see that the umpire has observed the act that pre- 
empted this call 

I INFIELD ELY — Body upright, eyes on the ball, and right arm extended high into the 

air with a closed fist. Make a verbal call of "INFIKLD FLY *' It the batted ball is near a 

tout line, call 'INFIELD FLY IF FAIR ** 
m TRAPPED BALL — Same as safe signal The umpire makes a verbal call of 'SAFE " 
n FOUL TIP — Body upright and eyes on the ball The fingers of both hands arc touched 

together, and then the umpire gives the strike signal with no verbal call This indicates 

that the bat tipped (he ball and was caught by the catcher 
o COUNT — Body upright. Have eye contact with the pitcher Both hands arc extended 

high above the head, and the fingers arc used to indicate the ball and strike count on the 
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baiter. Use the fingers of the left hand for halls and the fingers of ihe righi hand for 

strikes. A verbal description of the count on the batter is given while the hnnds are 

overhead. Balls are always mentioned first and strikes second, 
p. DOUBLE — Body upright. Raise the right hand high above the head, indicating with two 

lingers the number of hases awarded. A verbal call of "TWO BASE'S" is made while the 

hand remains overhead, 
q. HOMK RUN — Body upright. Raise the right hand high above the head with a closed 

fist. Make a counter-clockwise circling motion with the raised fist. A verbal call of 

"FOUR BASKS" is made at the same time the fist is overhead, 
r. FOUR-BASK AWARD — Body upright. Raise the right hand high above the head with 

four fingers shown. A verbal call of "FOUR-BASL AWARD" is made at the same time 

the hand is overhead. 

Sec. 8. SUSPENSION OF PLAY: 

a. An umpire may suspend play when, in his judgement, conditions justify such action 

b. Play will be suspended whenever the plate umpire leaves his position to brush the plale or 
to perform other duties not directly connected with the calling of plays. 

c. The umpire will suspend play whenever a batter or pitcher steps out ol positron for a 
legitimate reason 

d. An umpire will not call lime after pitcher has suirted his windup 
c An umpire will not call lime while any play is in progress 

f. In case of iniury, time will not be called until all plays m progress have been completed or 
each runner has been held at his base 

g. Umpires will not suspend play at the request of players, coaches, or managers until all ac- 
tum in progress hy cither team has been completed 

PI A Y - Bines are full B4 hits a long flv to tenter t'7 and t'H collide in in inn to make 
the catch, and both are injured All runners crow home plate Captain re- 
quests tune to prevent the last two runs from scoring RULING - Ball does not 
become dead nhen apla\er is injured during a hatted, pitched (fP/. or thrown 
hall Umpire will not cad time until no further play is pmuhle All four run* 
count 

h. (SPONJ Y) When, in the judgement ot an umpire, all immediate play is apparently com 
pleted. he should call time 

Set . «J. VIOLATIONS AND PFNAI. I IKS: 

a. Players, coaches, managers, or other U'am members will not make disparaging or in- 
sulting remarks to or about opposing players, officials, or spectators, or commit other 
acts thai could be considered unsportsmanlike conduct 

b. There will be no more lhan two coaches lor each team to give wont', or signals of 
assistance and direction to the members of their team while at hat One should be stationed 
near First hase and the other near third hasc Each coach must remain in his coach's ho* 

c. The penalty lor violations hy a player is prompt removal of the offender from the game 
and grounds For the first offense, a coach or manager may be warned, but for the second 
offense, he is removed from the game The offender should go directly to the dressing 
room or leave the grounds for the remainder of the game Failure to do so will warrant a 
forfeiture of the game 
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RULE 11. PROTESTS 



Set\ I. PROTESTS WILL NOT BE RKCKI VEI) OR CONSIDERED IF THEY ARK 
BASED SOLELY ON A DECISION INVOLVING THE ACCURACY OK JUDGE- 
MENT ON THE PART OF AN UMPIRE. Examples or protests which will no! be con- 
sidered are: 

a Whether a hailed hall was fair or foul. 

b. Whether a runner was safe or oui 

c. Wheihcr a pitched ball was a ball or a strike. 

d. Whether a pitch was legal or illegal 

e. Whether a runner did or did not touch a base 

f Whether a baserunner did or did not leave his hose uh> soon on a caught lly ball. 

g Whether a fly hall was or was not caught legally 

h Whether it was or was not an in Held fly 

i Whether there was or was not interference or ohstructton 

I Whether the Held is or is not fit in continue or resume play 

k. Wheiher there is or is not sufficient light to continue play 

t Any other mailer involving only the accuracy ol the umpire's judgement 

rn Wheiher a touted ball did or did not clear the fence in flight 

n Whether a hatted ball was or w»s not touched by a fielder before clearing the fence in 
(light 

0 Whether a plaser or live ball did nr did nut enter a dead hall area or touch some object or 
person in a dead bull area 

See. 2. PROTESTS THAT SHALL BE RECEIVED AND CONSIDERED CON- 
CERN MA ITERS OFT HE FOLLOWING TYPES: 

a Misinterpretation of a play ine. rule 

b Kolurc of an umpire lo appls the correct rule to a given situation 

1 Failure oi an umpire t«i impose the correct penalty for a given v lolaiion 

See. 3. PROTESTS MAY INVOLVE HO I'll A WAITER Ol JUMiEMFM AND 
I HE INTERPRETATION OF A RILE. 

l:\AMPI.h 

With one <>ui and runners on second and third, the batter flics out I he runner on third tags 
up alter the uiuh. but the runner on second does not The runner nn third crosses the plate 
helore the hall is played at second base for the third out The umpire does not allow the run to 
suite The questions as to whether the runners lelt their bases helore the catch or wheiher the 
pl.is ai second base wav made before the runner on third crossed the plate are vilely matters 
ot ludgrmcnl and are not protesiahle it is ;i misinterpretation ol a plasmg rule and a proper 
sublet l l«»r protest, however, if the umpire tails to allow the run to score 

Sec 4 THE NOTIFIC ATION OF INTENT TO PROTEST MUST HE MADE IM- 
MEDIATELY HEEOKE THE NEXT LECJAL OR ILLEGAL PITCH OR BEFORE 
BOTH IEAMS HAVE LEFI' THE PL A V INC i FIELD. (KXCLPTION Player eligibility) 
Pi AY tli Ri t\ obstructed bs- F4 while advtinanji 10 .second during a rundown between 
first and set ond base* Umpire rules OHSlRUCIiOS and returns Rl to first 
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RULE 11, SECTION 4 

base. Offensive ream protests gome (a) before first pitch to B2, ib) after first 
pitch to B2, (c) after game is over. RULING — In fa) protest is valid In ib) 
and (c) protest is denied since it was not made before the next pitch. 
PLAY (2) — Bases bailed, bottom of seventh inning, two outs, and the score is visitors 4, 
home 3, Home team (offensive) axtch calls a second conference with a baiter 
in that half inning. The plate umpire calls the batter ou* to end the game. Both 
teams are off the playing field and preparing to leave when the home manager 
protests to the umpire in the parking lot that the ruling was incorrect. RVUNG 
— The game is over. When both teams have left the plavmg field, no protest 
may be accepted. 

a. The manager, Bering manager, or captain of the protesting ream shall immediately notify 
the plate umpire thai rhe game is being played under prntesi. The plate umpire shall in 
'urn notify the opposing manager and official storekeeper. 

b. To aid in the correct determination of the issue, all interested parlies shall take notice of 
the information, details, and conditions surrounding the decision to protest 

NOTE: On appeal plays, the appeal must he made before the next pitch, legal or il- 
legal, or before the defensive team has left the field. For the purpose of this 
rule, the defensive team has "left the field*' when the pitcher and all infieldcrs 
have clearly vacated their normal fielding positions and have left fair territory 
on their way to the bench or dugout area. 
C. Once the game is completed ami both teams have left the field, no prntesi may be filed 
EXCEPTION Player eligibility. 
Sec, 5. THK OFFIC IAL WRITTEN PROTEST Ml SI BK FII.FI> WITHIN A 
REASONABLE TIME: 

a. In the absence of a league or tournament rule establishing the time limit for filing a pro- 
test, a protest should be considered if filed within a reasonable time, depending upon the 
nature of the case and the difficulty of obtaining the information relevant to the protect 

b Within 48 hours after the scheduled time of the contest is general!) considered a 
reasonable time 

Sec. 6. THE FOLLOWING WRITTEN PROTEST SHOULD CONTAIN THE 
FOLLOW I.V; INFORM* VION: 
a The date. lime, and place of the game 

b. The names of the umpires and scorers 

c The rule and section of the official iules or local rules under which rhe protest is made 
d The information, details, and conditions pertinent to the decision to pnuesi 
e. All essential facts involved in the matter protested 

Sec. 7. THE DECISION RENDERED ON A PROTESTED (iAME Ml S I RESl'LT 
IN ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

a. The protest is determined to be invalid, and the game score stands as plaved 

b. When a protest is determined to be valid because of the misinterpretation of a plasinp 
rule, the decision will be corrected, and the game shall be replayed from the point at 
which the incorrect decision was made 

c When a protest for ineligibility is determined to be valid, the of lending team shall forfeit 
the game being played, or the game last played, to the offended team 
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RULE 12. SCORING 

NOTE: Failure of official scorer lo adhere to Rule 12 shall not be grounds for protest. 
These are guidelines for ihc official scorer. 
Sec. I. THE OFFICIAL SCORER SHALL KEEP RECORDS OF EACH GAME AS 
OUTLINED IN THE FOLLOWING RULES. He shall have stile auihoriiy lo nuke all 
decisions involving judgemem. For example, ii is the scorer's responsibility to determine 
wheihcr a hatter-runner's advance lo first base is the result of a hit or an error; however, a 
scorer shall not make a decision which conflicts with the official playing Riles or with an um- 
pire's decision. 

Sec. 2, THE BOX SCORE: 
a. Each player's name and the position or positions he has played shall be listed in the order 
in which he halted or would have hatted had he not been removed or had the game not 
ended before his turn ai bat 

(1) (\P ONLY) The designated player (DP) is optional, hut if one is used, it must be 
made known prior to the start of the game and listed on the scoresheet in the regular 
baiting order Ten names will be listed, with the tenth name being the player playing 
defense only This tenth player may only bat if he moves to the DP position in the 
hailing order. 

EXCEPTION- See Rule 4. Sec 3c. 

(2) (SP ONLY) The extra player (EP) is optional, bul if one is used, it must be made 
known prior lo the start of the game ami be listed on the scoring sheet in the regular 
haumg order. There will he 1 1 names for men's and women's slow pitch and 12 
names for co ed slow pilch on the official batting order, and all will bat. 

h Each pla>er's halting and fielding record musi be tabulated 

(I ) Ihc first column will show the number of limes at bat by each player, but a time at 
b;ii will nol be charged against the player when 
(a) He hits a sacrifice fly that scores a runner 
lb) He is awarded a base on halls 
to ( EP ONI Y) He hits a sacrifice bum 
id) l EP ONLY) He is nil by a puched ball 

km I HP ONLY) He hits a sacrifice slap hit NOTE A shy hit is defined as "a fake 
hunt followed by a controlled swing and resulting in Ihe baserunner(s) advanc- 
ing." as in ihe case of a sacrifice bunl 
i2) The second column will show the numbcrof runs scored by each player 
ih The ihird column will show the number of base hits made by each player A base hit 
is a bailed hall that permils the halter to reach base safely 

(a) On a fair hall which settles on the ground, clears the fence, or strikes ihe fence 

before being touched by a fielder, 
ih) On a fair hall which is hit wnh such force or such slowness, or which takes such 

an unnatural bounce, lhal il is impossible to field wiih ordinary effort in time to 

retire lh»* runner 

k ) When a fair ball which has not been touched by a fielder becomes dead because 
nt touching the person or clothing of a runner or umpire 
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RULE 12, SECTION 2 

<d) When a fielder unsuccessfully attempts to retire a preceding runner an.l, in the 
scorer's judgement, the batter -runner would not have been retired at first base 
by perfect fielding. 

(4) The fourth column will show the number of opponents put out by each player. 

(a) A putout is credited to a fielder each time he: 

( 1 ) Catches a fly ball or line drive. 

(2) Catches a thrown ball which retires a hatter-runner or baserunner. 

(3) Touches a baserunner with ball when the baserunner is olf the base to which 
he isentitled. 

(4) Is nearest the ball when a runner is declared out for being struck by a fair 
batted ball or for interference with a fielder, or when a runner is called out 
for being in violation of Rule 8, Sec. 8e and Sec Hu. 

(b) A putout is credited to the catcher: 

( 1 ) When a third strike is called. 

(2) (SP ONLY) When the batter bunts or chops the ball downward 

(3) When the batter fails to bat in correct order. 

(4) When the batter interferes with the catcher. 

(5) (SP ONLY) When the batter hits • third strike foul ball. 

(M The fifth column shall show the number of assists made by each player. An assist 
shall be credited 

(a) To each player who handles the hall in any scries of plays which results in the 
putout of a baserunner nr batter-runner. Only one assist shall be given to any 
player who handles the ball on any putout. The player who makes the putout in a 
rundown or similar-type play shall be credited with both an assist and a putout. 

(h) To each player who handles or throws the ball in such a manner that a putout 
would have resulted except for an error of a teammate 

<c) To each player who, by deflecting a batted ball, aids in a putout 

To each player who handles (he ball on a play which results in a baserunner or 
batter runner being called out for interference or for running (Hit of the baseline 
Ifti The sixth column will show the number of errors made by each player Krrors are 

recorded 

(a) F-t.r each plaver who commits a misplav which prolongs ihe turn at hat ot the 

batter or Ihe life ol a present runner 
i hi fair the fielder who fails to touch a base after receiving a thrown hall to retire a 
runner on a force out. ot when a baserunner is compelled to return to a base, and 
provided ihe thrown ball could be caught by the fielder with ordinary effort 
(cJ \-ot the catcher if a batier is awarded first base because ol catcher obstruction 
(d) For the fielder who fails to complete a double play because id a dropped ball 
te) f or a fielder, if a runner advances a b;ise because of said fielder's lailure to 
catch. Mop. or ir\ lo stop a ball accurately *hrown to a base, provided there was 
occasion lor the ihrow When more than one player could receive the throw, the 
scorer must determine which player gets the error 
Sec. 3, A BASK fil l SHALL NOT BK STORM): 
a When a runner is forced tun on a batted ball or would have been forced oui except for a 
fielding error 

h Whenaplaver fielding a bailed hall retires a preceding runner with ordinary effort 
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c. When a fielder fails in an attem t to retire a preceding runner and, in (he scorer's judge* 
mem, the batter-runner could have been retired at firsi base. 

Set*. 4. A RUN BATTED IN IS A RUN SCORED BECAUSE OF: 

a. A safe hit. 

b. A sacrifice burn (VP), a sacrifice slap hit (FP), or a sacrifice fly (FP and SP). Sec Rule I, 
Sec. ISM 

c A caught foul fly 

d. An infield putout or fielder's choice. 

e. A baserunner forced home because of obstruction, a hit batsman, or a base on balls. 
1. A home run and all runs scored as a result 

Sec. 5, A PITCHER SHALL BE CREDITED WITH A WIN: 

a. When he is the starting pitcher, has pitched at least four innings, and his team is not only 
in the lead when be is replaced, but remains in the lead for the remainder of (he game. 

b. When a starting pitcher has pitched at least three innings and his team scores more runs 
than the opposing team in a game that is terminated after five innings of play, or in a game 
thiit is terminated after his team has scored more runs in four or more innings than the op* 
posing team has scored in five or more innings; and provided that his team is not only in 
the lead if he is replaced alter three innings of pitching, but remains in the lead for the re- 
mainder o! the game 

Sir. 6. REGARDLESS OF THE NUMBER OF INNINGS HE HAS PITCHED, A 
PITCHER SHALL HE CHARGED WITH A LOSS IF HE IS REPLACED WHEN HIS 
TEAM IS BEHIND IN THE SCORE AND FAILS TO TIE THE SCORE OR GAIN 
I HE LEAD THEREAFTER. 

Sec. 7: HIE SUMMARY SHALL LIST THE FOLLOWING ITEMS IN THIS 
ORDER: 

a The score hy innings and the final score 

h *t he runs hutted in and hy whom 

c Iwn base hits and by whom 

d Three base hits and hy whom 

e Home runs iind hy whom 

1 Sacrifice Hies and hy whom 

g Double plays and players participating in the in 

h Triple plays and players participating in them 

i Number ol bases on halls charged to each pitcher 

I Number ul hatie. . struck out hy eatn pitcher 

k Number nt hits and runs allowed hy each pitcher 

I I he name ol the winning pitcher 

m I he name nt the losing pitcher 

n I he time nt the game 

0 t he names of the umpires ,iml scorers 
p (I PON I. V) Stolen hases and hy whom 

q (I PON I \) Sacrifice hunts and hy whom 

1 (FP ONLY) I he names of hatters hit hy a pit*, hed hall ami the names ol the pitchers who 
It if them 
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*. (FP ONLY) The number of wild pitcher: charged to each pitcher, 
t. (FP ONLY) The number of passed balls charged to each catcher. 

Sec. 8. (FP ONLY) A STOLEN BASK IS CREDITED TO A BASERUNNER 
WHENEVER HE ADVANCES ONE BASE UNAIDED BY A HIT, PUTOUT, FORCE 
OUT, FIELDER S CHOICE, PASSED BALL, WILD PITCH, AN ERROR, AN IL- 
LEGAL PITCH, OR OBSTRUCTION. 

Sec. 9. ALL RECORDS OF A FORFEITED GAME WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE 
OFFICIAL RECORDS EXCEPT THAT OF A PITCHER S WON-LOS I RECORD. 
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I. APPEALS 



A. 
B. 

C, 

I), 

K. 
F\ 

il. 

H. 
I. 

J. 
K, 



TYPES: There arc four major appeal plays: (I) Missing a base. (2) Laving • 
base on a caught fly ball before the ball is first touched, (3) Batting out of order, 
(4) Attempting to advance to second base after making the turn at first base. 
ALIVE: In all games an appeal may be made during a live ball by touching the 
base missed or left tixi soon on a caught lly ball , or by tagging the runner commit* 
ting the violation if he is still on the playing field. 

DEAD: The dead ball appeal may be made in all games once time has been 
granted Any infielder, with or without the ball, may make a verbal appeal on a 
runner missing a base or leaving a base too soon on a caught ball. The administer* 
ing umpire should then make a decision on the play. 

MAY NOT RETURN: A runner may not return to touch a missed base or one left 
too soon on a caught fly ball if: 

1 ) he has entered his team arsa. 

2) a following runner has scored, or 

3) he is occupying a base beyond the one missed or left loo soon on a caught fly 
ball, ami (he ball becomes dead. 

WHEN: appeals must be made (I) before the next legal or illegal pilch or (2) 
before l he pitcher and all infielder s have clearly vacated their normal fielding 
positions and have left fair terriiory on their way to the bench or dugout area. 
ADVANCE: Runners may advance during a live ball appeal play. If the ball is not 
dead in FAST PITCH, each runner may leave his base when (a) the pitcher no 
longer has possession of the ball within 8 feet of the pitcher's plate, or (b) when 
the pitcher makes a play on any runner (a fake throwing motion is considered a 
pla>) IF TIME OUT IS REQUESTED FOR AN APPEAL, THE UMPIRE 
SHOULD GRANT IT IN ESTHER FAST OR SLOW PITCH, and runners may 
not advance until the next pitch 

MORE THAN ONE APPEAL: More than one appeal play may be made, but 
guessing games should not be allowed Example. Runner misses second by a step 
hut |ust touches the corner of third base. Even though an appeal is made at third 
(umpire called runner safe), an appeal may be made at second tin the same runner. 
AWARDS: An appeal must be honored even if the base missed was before or after 
an award 

PLATE & TA<I MISSED: If a runner misses home plate and the catcher misses 
the tag. the umpire should hesitate slightly If no tag is made, he should declare 
the runner safe If an appeal play is then made by tagging either the runner or 
home plate, the umpire should then make a decision on this appeal play. 
FORCE OUT: If an appeal is honored at a base to w huh a runner was forced to 
advance and the out is a force out. no runs would score if it was the third out. If • 
forced runner, after touching the next base, retreats for any reason towards the 
h.ise he had last occupied, the foree play is reinstated, and he may again be put out 
1 1 the defense tags the base to which he is forced NOTE There may not be a force 
out if the hatter does not become a batter runner or baserunner 
TACi CPS: If a runner leaves a base t<x> stxin on a caught My ball and returns in an 
attempt to retag. this is considered a lime play and not a force out If the appeal is 
the third out. ail runs scored by runners in advance of the appealed runner, and 
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scored abend of (he legal appeal, would count. 

L. MISSING FIRST BASK BEFORE THE THROW ARRIVES: If a runner 
passes first base before the throw arrives, he is considered to have touched the 
base, unless an appeal play is made. 

M. FOURTH OUT APPEAL: An appeal may be made after the third out as long as 
it is made properly: i.e.. one out with a runner on third and a runner on first base. 
Hatter hits a fly ball that is caught. Each runner leaves his base before the caught 
ball is touched. An appeal is made at first base for the third out. The defensive 
team then m;ikcs another ap.-x-al at third before the intlelders leave the infield. The 
runner on third would be declared out also, and the run would nut count. 

2. BAITING OUT OE ORDER may be appealed by the defensive team while the batter 

is at the plate. The offensive team may correct a wrung bailer at the plate with no 
penalty. Once a baiter has completed his turn ai bat ami before the nexi legal or il- 
legal pitch, or before the pitcher and all infielders have clearly vacated their nor- 
mal fielding positions and have left fair territory on their way to the bench nr 
dugout area, the appeal may be made by the defensive team unl> 

3. BATTINCS OUT OF THE BATTER'S BOX 

In order for the batler lo be called out for "hatting out ofihe box," one foot or both feet 
must he on the ground completely outside the lines of the Nix when contact is made 
with the hall The lines of the hatter's box are considered inside the box The batter is to 
be called out if an> part of a fool is touching home plate when he hits the hall, even 
though he may he touching the lines ol the batter's bo*. 

Hitting the ball while out ol the hatter's Nix is not an appeal play It must be called im- 
mediately The hatter ts out whether the hall is hit fair or foul In cases where there are 
not hatter's N>x lines evident, good judgement must N* used, and the benefit ol an) 
doubt must go (o the halter 

4. CATC HER'S BOX 

The catcher's N»x. as dcscnN'd in Rule 2. Sec 4d, is It) feet in length from the rear 
outside corners of the hatters' Nixes, including home plate <SP ONLY) The catcher 
nui> not have an> pan of his N*iy or equipment touching the ground outside the lines of 
the catcher's Nu until the hall is hatted, touches the ground or plate, or reaches the catch 
er's Nix It is a violation of Rule 6. Sec *d and an illegal pilch if the catcher touches the 
ground outside the lines ol the catcher's Nu The intent of this rule is to prevent catch 
cr obstruction 

Even if the catcher is legal I > within the catcher's N>x. he ma\ not obstruct the natter 
Obstruction does not require contact N't ween the catcher and the Nil or hatter The um- 
pire's request tor the catcher lo move farther away from the batler to avoid injurs or 
obstruction should alwa>s N» i>N'> ed (See < an her t*h\irurium under P< >h ) 

5 CONFF.RKVES 

A IX'lensjve 

A charged defensive conference takes place wN*n the defense requests a suspension 
ol plav for an> reason, and a representative enters the playing field and confers with 
the pitcher The intent ol the rule is to reduce delays in ihe game It is also a ecm- 
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ferencc If the team representative confers with another pfcyer who, prior to a 
pitch being thrown, confers with the pitcher. The umpire should advise the team 
representative when he declares a charged conference. The penalty for a second 
charged conference with the same pitcher in one inning is removal of (he pitcher 
from the pitching position far the duration of the gan>e. 
The following are not defensive confetences: 

1) if the team representative informs an umpire prior to crossing the foul line that 
he is removing the pitcher, and he does so. 

2) Shouting of instructions from the dugout area to the pitcher. 

3) if a dugout representative confers with a pitcher during a charged offensive 
conference and is ready to play ball when the offense is. 

4) A manager playing in the game may confer with the pitcher and is not charged; 
however, an umpire may control repeated meetings between a playing 
manager and a pitcher by first issuing a warning and then ejecting that 
manager 

H. OFFENSIVE 

An offensive charged conference occurs when an offensive team requests a 
suspension of play and is granted time by an umpire to permit a team represen- 
tative (usually the manager or coach) to confer with a batter and/nr baserunncr(s). 
One conference is a I hi wed between the team representative and either one batter 
and nr base runners per inning PENALTY: the umpirc(s) should refuse to grant 
the second conference. If the offensive team insists on holding a second con- 
ference in an inning after being informed by the umpire that it is not permitted, the 
umpire should eject the team representative from the game 4nd from the playing 
field It is not a charged offensive conference if: I ) a team representative confers 
Willi a baner and'or baserunner(s) during a defensive charged conference and is 
ready to play when the defense is. and 2) if pitcher is putting on a warm up lacket. 

ckow hop and leap (Fast Pitch Only) 

A CROW HOP can be as little as inches from the pitching plate or several feel from the 
plate It is defined as the act of a pitcher who slides or hops off the front of the plate, 
replants the pivot foot, pushes off from the spot and completes the delivery. With this 
avium, the pitcher is gaining an advantage by replanting the pivot fix>t in front of the 
rubber, cstahhshing a second impetus (or starling point), at a distance less than required 
by rule (46 feet for men and boys and'or4() feet lor women and tfirls) 

I. hAPINCi is deHned as the act of a pitcher which causes him to be airborne on his in- 
ttilal move and push to the plate The momentum built by the forward movement of the 
pin her. causes the entire body tneluding both the pivot and non-pivot feet to be in the 
air anil moving toward home plate as the delivery is completed 

With ihe leaping style of pitching, the pitcher will release the ball simultaneously with 
hi\ return to thr ground, the pivot ftxit will then slide to the side and dra^ as the pitcher 
follows through This follow through shouk 1 not be confused with replanting and gain- 
rng a second starting point fas in the CROW HOP) but simply a finish or follow through 
ot the leap style pitching At (he completion of the leap, the non-pivot foot is planted 
and will not allow the pitcher to gain further distance towards the plate, therefore the 
slide and drag of the pivot foot is a legal act 
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7. DELAYED DEAD BALL SITUATIONS 

There are now six situations when umpires will enforce a delayed dead ball call: 

1) An illegal pitch (Rule 6, Sees. 1-8) 

2) Catcher's obstruction (Rule 8, Sec. 2d) 

3) Plate umpire obstruction (Rule 8, Sec. 6d) 

4) Obstruction (Rule 8, Sec. Sb) 

5) Baned or thrown ball hit with detached equipment (Rule 8. Sec. Sf) 

6) Runner at 3Bor IB assisted by a coach on a tag up (Rule 8. Sec. 8m) 
Once the entire play is completed in each situation, the proper enforcement should be 
made. In (5) a double play could be called: one out on the coach assisting the runner and 
the second out on the caught bait. 

8. DELIBERATELY CRASHING INTO A FIELDER WITH THE BALL 

(Interference) 

In order to prevent injury and protect the defensive player attempting to make a play on 
a runner, the runner must be called out if he remains on his feel and deliberately, with 
great force, crashes into a defensive player holding the ball and waiting to apply a tag. 
NOTK: If the act is determined lo be flagrant, the offender will be ejected. A runner 
may slide into the fielder. 

1) When a runner is called out for deliberately crashing ink' a fielder holding the 
ball, the ball becomes dead. Each runner must return to the last base touched at 
the time of the contact. 

2) If. in number ( I ) above, the runner deliberately crashed into a fielder holding the 
hall before he was put out and. in the judgement of the umpire, it was an attempt 
to break up an obvious double play, the immediate succeeding runner will also 
be declared out under Rule 8» Sec. 8J, 

3) It the deliberate crash occurs after the runner was called out. the runner closest 
to home pJaie will be declared out under Rule 8, Sec. 8r, 

4) it an obstructed runner deliberately crashes into a fielder holding the ball, the 
obstruction call will be ignored, and the runner will he called out under Rule 8. 
Sec. Hi An award of this type under Rule 8. Sec 5b{ I) and (2) does not give the 
runner the right lo violate Rule 8. Sec 8s 

9 DESIGNATED PLAYER OR DP (FP ONLY) 

Tills individual was previously called the "OH", however, because rt the rule change 
whereby he can now play defense, he shall now be called a "designated player" or 
"DP " The player listed number 10 in the batting order, who plays defense only, will 
be called the DF.FO " 

1 > Any of the starling 10 plasers may be withdrawn and re-enter the game one tune 
2) Only nine players may bat. however, defensive players may play any position any 
time nn Jetense without penalty. DPs are not limited to only one defensive posi- 
tion 

\) No one is considered to have left the game until he has been removed tmrn the bat- 
ting order EXCEPTION. The DEFO is considered to have left the game any time 
he is substituted for. or the DP plays defense for him. 
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4) If the DP plays defense for some pla>er other than the DEFO. in reality the other 
player only bats and assumes the DP role temporarily. 

5) A starting player and his substitute may never be in the game at the same time. 

6) The DP and DEFO may never be on offense at the same time. 

7) The DKFO may never play offense only. 

8) The DEFO may enter the game offensively for the original DP position. 

9) IhC DP may never play defense only. 

10 The DP and the DEFO may both re-enter one lime, just like any other starting 



10 DOUBLE BASK 

With i he approval of the double base at first base, the following rules should be enforced 
for its usage: 

A. A hatted hall hilling the while portion is declared fair, and a batted ball hilling the 
orange portion is declared foul. 

B. Both white and orange portions are treated equally for both the offense and the 
defense when running out a base hit or attempting to lag the bag for a force out. 

f The hatter- runner may use the orange portion on the first attempt at first base: 
however, should he* reach ami go beyond first base, he must return to the white 



I). Should the halter- runner round the base on a hit to the infield or to the outfield, he 

nv :t return to the white portion. 
F. Vt hen lagging up on a fly ball, the white portion must be used. 
F On an attempted pick off play (F n ONl.Yl, the runner must return to the white 



1 1 KQUIPMKNT ON THK PLAYING HKLD 

No loose equipment, miscellaneous items, or dc^ched part of a player's uniform, other 
than that being legally used in the game ai the time, should be within playable territory. 
Fquipmcnt which may be wiihin playable territory with no penalty includes the batter's 
hat. the catcher's mask, umpire paraphernalia, any helmet which has inadvertently 
fallen off an offensive or defensive player during the course of play, or any equipment 
belonging to a person assigned to the game Loose gloves, hal.s, helmets, jackets, bats 
\ including ihe on deck bailer's hai|s|). or any other loose equipment, miscellaneous 
item, or detached uniform part which are within playable territory and are not being 
legally used in (he game at the time could cause a blocked hall or interference (Rule 8, 
Sec 5p). 

A, THROWN BALL: ( I ) If a thrown ball hits loose equipment belonging lo the team 
at bat. interference is ruled if such action interferes with the play. The player be- 
ing played on shall be declared out. the ball is dead, uid each base runner must 
return lo the last base touched prior lo the thrown ball hitting the loose equipment. 
12) If the hat or glove belongs to the team in the field, it becomes a blocked bill, 
and ihe overthrow rule applies (.1) If no apparent play is obvious, no one is called 
out, hut all runners muM return to the last base touched at Ihe lime of the dead ball 
declaration. 

B. B/ TTKD BALL: (l)A batted foul ball touching loose equipment is a foul ball. 



(2) A hatted fair ball bouncing off a fielder or abase and touching loose equipment 



player. 



portion 



portion 
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belonging in a) ihe offense or b) the defense is considered a live hall and in play 
The umpire should mike every effort to keep til playible territory Tree of 
loose equipment, clothing, or miscellaneous Items. When they are noticed, 
have them removed Immediately. 

12. EXTRA PI-AVER OR BP (SPONLY) 

This individual was previously called the "EH": however, because of the rule change 
whereby he may now play defense, he shall now be called an "extra player" or "EP. " 
If a team uses the KP. it must be on the lineup card al the start of the game and the team 
must end the game with II players or forfeit. 

All II players bat. but only 10 play defense. Changes with the defensive players may be 
made each inning; however, the batting order may not change, (i.e.. the EP may sit on 
the bench one inning, play 3B one inning, play outfield one inning, sit on the bench 
again, and then play IB All would be legal as long as the EP remained in his same posi- 
tion in Ihe balling order This would be the same for any of the 1 1 starting players.) 
Any of the starting II may leave the game once and re-enter. A starting player and his 
substitute may not be in the game at the same time. If this occurs, the manager ami the 
player listed in the wrong spot on the batting order are ejected by the umpire. 

13. FAKE TAG 

A. A "FAKE TA(i" occurs when a fielder wilhotil the ball deceives the runner by 
impeding his progress (Exp: causing him to slide, slowdown, or stop running) 

1 ) Obstruction is called when a FAKE TA(J is made as mentioned above. The 
umpire shall give the delayed dead ball signal and let the play continue to its 
completion. The obstructed runner - and each other runner affected by the 
obstruction - will always be awarded the base or bases he would have 
reached if there had not been any obstruction under Rule 8. Sec. 5h(2). 
Remember, each runner is awarded a base or bases only if. in the judgement 
of ihe ump»re. he would have made ihe base ur bases had ihere not been any 
obstruction 

2) The umpire should rule 'obstruct ion' on a FAKE TACi. Continued 
FAKE TAGS should result in ejections In flagrant cases where the sliding 
player gets hurt, the offending player should be ejected without warning 

3) II a fielder fakes a tag hut the runner continues on to the next base without sliding 
or breaking stride, there is no rule violation. Obstruction is "the act of a fielder in 
the base path without the ball, impeding the progress of a runner " in this case the 
progress was not impelled 

14 FAl.MNC OVER THE FENC E ON A CATCH 

A pla>er does not have to have either one or both feet on the ground when making a 
catch If he catches a bali in the air and his momentum carries him through or over a 
fence, the catch is good, the halter runner is out. the ball is dead, and with fewer than 
two outs, all runners arc udvanccd one base without liability to be put ou Guidelines to 
use arc ( I ) If he catches the ball BEFORE he touches the ground outside ihe playing 
area, the catch is good (2) If he Latches the ball AFTER he touches the ground outskic 
the pla>ing area, it is not a catch 
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15. FORFEITS 

A. Remember, only the plate umpire may forfeit a game (Rule 10, Sec. 20. 

B. If a base umpire forfeits a game, however, the plate umpire should also announce 
the forfeiture, II he agrees. If he disagrees, he should reverse the base umpire's 
decision, although this should rarely happen. 

C. The umpire may forfeit a game if physically attacked by a player or spectator. 
The word may is used instead of skill to give the umpire leeway since cir- 
cumstances often dictate whether or not the game should be forfeited. An umpire 
should use good judgement when forfeiting a game. Forfeiture of a game should 
always be his last option. 

16. MUTING A BALL A SECOND TIME 

When an umpire considers the act of a batter "hitting a ball a second time/* he should 
place the act into i nc of three catagories. These arc: 

A. If the bat is >n the hand(s) of the batter when the ball comes into contact with it, 
and if the bat cover fair territory, Including over home plate, and the batter is in 
the batter's bo, it is a foul ball. If an entire foot of the batter is completely outside 
the lines of the natter's box, he is out. If the ball is over foul territory or in the bat* 
tcr's ho* when the second contact is made, it is a foul ball- When in doubt, don't 
guess the batter out. Call it a foul bail. 

B If the bat is out of the batter's hand(s) (dropped or thrown) and it hits the ball in 
fair territory, the Hall is dead, and the batter runner is out If the ball hits the bat 
on the ground, the batter is not out. The umpire should then determine whether the 
ball is fair or foul based on the fair/foul rule If the ball rolls against the bat in fair 
territory, it remains alive. If it stops or is touched in fair territory, it is a fair ball. 
If ir touches the bat in fair territory and then rolls to foul ground and stops, it is a 
foul ball If the ball rolls against the bat in foul territory, it is a foul ball 
regardless 

C If a batter svt ings and misses the ball but accidentally hits it on the backs wing, or 
intentionally hits it on the .second swing, the ball is dead whether hit fair or foul, 
and is called a foul ball If on the third strike in slow pitch, the batter is out. 

17 HOME RUN CLASSIFICATION (SPONI.Y) 

A limit of over-the-fence home runs will be used in all men's and co-ed slow pi?ch divi* 

sions There is no limit to men's Super Division or women and youth play. 

A All balls hit over the fence in a game BY A THAM in excess of the following 
limits will be ruled a foul balk and if a foul ball is the third strike, the batter is out; 
Major (12) and Class A (6). Major church, industrial. coed, masters, and class 
B* have a limit of three (3) with any excess calling the batter out. Class 'A' 
church, industrial, coed arid co-ed industrial and class 'C* have a limit of one (I) 
home run with any excess calling the batter out. For any class 'D' classification 
the first player who hits a home run is called out. and for any subsequent player 
hitting a home run is declared ineligible and removed from the game. 

B Any ball touched by a defensive player which then goes over the fence in fair ter- 
ritory should be considered a four base award and is not included in the total of 
nver -ihe-fencc home runs 
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C. If (he butter misses first base on the over-the-fence home run and is called out on 
an appeal play, he is not credited with a hit. and the team is not charged with a 
home run if no preceding runner has scored as a result of the hit ball. If he misses 
any base and is called out on an appeal play, the hit ball would still count towards 
the over-the-fence home run limit if any preceding runner has scored, despite the 
fact that it would be recorded in the scorebook as either an out, a single, e double, 
or a triple. 

18. IMAGINARY LINK OK DEAD BALL AREA 

When a fielder carries a live ball into a dead ball area, the ball becomes dead, and base 
or base(s) are awarded all baserunners. If the act is unintentional, the award is one base. 
If the act is intentional, the award is two bases. The award is governed from the last 
base legally touched at the lime the ball became dead. 

If a chalk line is used to designate an "out of play 1 ' area, the line is considered in play. 
If a fielder is touching the line, he is considered in the field of play and may make a 
legal catch or a legal throw If either foot is on (he ground completely in dead bull ter- 
ritory (not touching the line), the ball becomes dead. No play may be made. 
If a player has one foot inside the line or touching the line, and another fool in the air at 
the time a catch is made, the catch is good, and the batter is out. If the fielder then steps 
into a dead ball area (foot on the ground), the ball becomes dead, and all baserunners 
are awarded one base from the last base touched when the ball became dead 

1 9. INTENTIONALLY DROPPED BALL 

The ball could not be intentionally dropped unless the fielder has actually caught and 
then dropped it. Merely guiding the ball to the ground should not be considered an in- 
tentionally dropped ball. 

20. INTENTIONALLY THROWN BALL OUT OF PI AY 

Defensive players who intentionally throw ball out of play in order to prevent a runner 
from returning to a previous base will be penalized by aw«..«inig all runners two bases 
from the last base touched when the ball left the fielder's hand. Normal award would be 
from the "original base" if a runner is returning to the original base (See Rule 8, Set . 
5. EXCEPTION) 

21 INTENTION/ WALK (FP ONLY) 

The ball is alive during an intentional walk in fast pilch All defensive players except 
the catcher who must remain in his catcher's box. and the pitcher who must be in a legal 
pitching position at the start of each pilch, must be in fair territory until the pitch is 
released If they do not position themselves in fair territory, an illegal pitch should be 
called for each pitch thrown while any member of the defense is standing in foul ler 
ntory In fast pilch the pilches must be ihrown to the baiter 

22 INTENTIONAL W ALK (SPONLY) 

Because ihe ball is dead when it crosses ihe pi ale and I hereto re no play mav be made, n 
is permissible for the baiter to be walked intentionally if the plale umpire is notified by 
the pitcher IF TWO SUCCESSIVE BAITERS ARE TO BE WALKED, the plale 
umpire vUl noU^aid ihe second intentional walk until the lirsl batler rtvehes firsi base 
(Ri-leH.Scc 2c) 
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ERFERKNCE 

ference is denned as ••the acl of an OFFENSIVE player or learn member which 
ides, hinders, or confuses a defensive player attempting to eweute a play . ,f Defen- 
players must be given the opportunity to field the hall anywhere on the playing 

Baserunnlng interference includes a baserunncr or batter-runner who interferes 
with a fielder, a baserunnerorbattenrunner who is hit by a fair, untouched batted 
ball, and a thrown ball which strikes any illegal t<x>se equipment, detached pad of 
a uniform, or miscellaneous item left in playable territory by the offensive team. 

1) When a runner interferes with a fielder, it may be in the form of physical 
contact, verbal distraction, visual distraction, or any other type of distrac- 
tion which would hinder the fielder in the execution of a play. The umpire 
must determine if the interference occurred before or after the runner who 
interfered was put out and then apply the proper rule. Verbal interference is 
actually an act of unsportsmanlike Conduct and should be treated as such 
when calling a player out. 

2) When a bascrunner is hit by a fair batted ball, it is interference if it occurred 
before it passed an inflelder (excluding the pitcher) or after it passed an in- 
fielder (if another inflelder had a chance to make an out), and provided the 
runner was not in contact with a base It is NOT interference if the batted 
ball touched or was touched by a player before it hit the runner. 

M A runner could be standing on a base and a defensive player bumps the run- 
ner while watching the flight o! the ball. If the defensive player fails to make 
a caich on a caiehable ball, it is umpire's judgement whether interference 
should or should not be called The rule provides that a coach or runner must 
vacate any space needed by a fielder to make a play on a batted ball, unless 
the runner has contact with a legally occupied base when ihe hindrance oc* 
curs In such case, the runner should not be called out unless the hindrance is 
intentional 

Butter interference occurs while the batter is at bat and before he hits the hall. It 
occurs in Fast Pitch when the baiter interferes wilh the catcher's throw on an at* 
tempted steal, or when he interferes with ihe catcher on a play at the plate. The 
butter's bo* is not a sanctuar) tor the batier He must vacate it to prevent in- 
terlcrcnce 

Ondeck baiters may be charged with interference if they interfere with a throw 
or a fielder's opportunity to make an out on a fly ball 

Coach's interference occurs when a base coach runs toward home and draws a 
throw, when he interferes with a fieldc attempting to catch throw a ball, or 
when he aids a runner The coach's box is not a sanctuary 
Spectator interference occurs whenever a spectator enters the field and interferes 
with a play, or reaches onto the field from the stands and prevents a fielder from 
catching a fly ball in the field of play It is not interference »f the fielder reaches 
into the stands The field belongs to the fielder, and the stands belong to the spec- 
tators 

IJmpire interference occur*- (l) (HP & SP) when an umpire is hit by a fair un- 
touched batted ball before it passe* an inlielder (excluding the pitcher) or after it 
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passes an infielder (including the piteher) and another fielder had a chance In 
make an out; or (2) (FP) when an umpire interferes with a catcher's attempt to put 
out a haserunncr stealing. In number (I) the batter-runner is awarded first base 
(exception In the statement that someone must be called out on interference). In 
number (2) it is interference only if the haserunncr is not put out. in which case he 
is returned to his base. In no other case is umpire interference ruled. 
When baiter, batter-runner, buserunner, on-deck batter, or coach Interference oc- 
curs, the ball Is dead, someone must be called out, and each oiher baserunner mast 
return to the last base touched at the time of the interference. 

24. LOOK-BACK RULE (FP ONLY) 
Rule 8. Sec. 8t: The baserunner is OUT: 

When he fails to keep contact wiih the base to which he is entitled until a legally pitched 
ball has been released. When a baserunner is legitimately off his base after a pitch or as 
a result of a halter completing his turn at bat. he musi immediately attempi to advance to 
the next base or immediately return to the base left while the pitcher has the ball wiihin 
the 8-foot radius of the pitcher s plate The responsibility is completely on the run- 
ner. There is no obligation on the pitcher to LOOK. FAKE, OR THROW. 

A) Failure to immediately proceed lo the next base or return to his original base after 
the pitcher has the ball within the 8-foot radius of the pitcher's plate will result in 
ihe baserunner being declared out. 

B) Once the runner returns to a hase lor any reason, he will he declared out if he 
leaves said base, unless a) a play is made on him or another runner, h) the pitiher 
does not have possession of the hall within 8 feel of the pitching plate, c) the 
pucher releases the ball to the hatter, or d) the pitcher drops the hall 

C) If two runners are off base and two different umpires call each runner out. they 
must determine which runner was called out first ami return the other to (he base 
he left It is not possible to obtain two outs on this rule 

A base on balls is treated the same as a hatted hall as long as the hat ler -runner continues 
past first hase If he Mops at first ha.se. however, and then steps off the base after the pitch 
er has the ball within 8 feci ol ihe pitcher's plate, he is OCT. 

If. after the pitcher h;is the hall within 8 feet of the pitcher's plate, the runner siarts hack 
to his original base or forward to another hase and then stops or reverses directum, he is 
OCT. unless the pitcher makes a pla> on him When a pla> is made on a runner, he ma> 
stop or reverse his direction 

The runner is OCT if he stands off his hase and does not immediate!) attempt to ad- 
vance or return after the pitcher has the hall within 8 feet ol ihe pitiher \ plate 

If the pitcher throws the hall from within 8 feet of the pitcher "s plate, carries n from 
there; sets it on the ground, or otherwise loses possession of it. including handing it to 
another pla>er (even within the 8 feet), it is interpreted as MAKING A PI. AY. and 
runners on hase may leave at their own risk, provided tin* is not out A take throw is 
also considered as MAKING A PLAY. The throwing arm musi he raised on a fake 
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throw, and an actual movement forward must be made. Just raising the arm is not con- 
sidered a fake throw. 

A player is considered to be within the 8-foot radius when he is a) standing completely 
inside the 8-foot circle or b) standing on the line. 
25. MODIFIED PITCH 

Modified Pitch and Fast Pitch softball follow the same rules in all aspects of the game 
except the pitching requirements. This in fact created the title MODIFIED PITCH. Pitch- 
ers are restricted in their delivery. No windmill or sling shot delivery is allowed. This 
restriction has created an equal game involving pitching, hitting, and defensive play. 
Together with the strategies of fast pitch, the MODIFIED PITCH game is gaining in 
popularity throughout the country. The significant points to look for in a Modified Pitch 
legal delivery: 

A. The pitcher shall take a position with both feet on the ground ami in contact with 
the pitcher's plate. 

B. While in this position, the pitcher shall take a signal from the catcher. 

C. The pitcher shall hold the ball in both hands for not less than I second and not 
niD re than 10 seconds before releasing it 

D. The pitcher may take the ball behind the back on the hackswing. 

F. The ball must not be outside the pitcher's wrist on the downward motion and 

during the complete forward delivery. 
F On the forward swing of the pitching arm, the elbow must be locked it the 

point of release. 

(j The shoulders and the driving hip must be squared to home plate when the 
hall Is released. 

H The release of the ball must be on the first forward swing of the pitching arm past 
the hip 

I The release must have a complete smooth follow.th rough, with no abrupt stop of 
the arm near the hip. 

J The pitch is completed with a step inward home plate and simultaneous with the 
delivery of the hall to the hatter. 

26 OBSTRUCTION 

Obstruction is the act of a fielder (I ) not in possession of the hall. (2) not in the act of 
fielding a halted ball, or (3) not about to receive a thrown ball, which impedes the pro- 
gress of a hattenrunner or haserunner who is legally running the bases. 
NOTE In defining "Not about to receive a thrown ball.'* the ball must be between the 
advancing runner and the defensive player about to make the catch and play. If the ball 
is outside this area, and a collision occurs, obstruction is ruled If the ball is in this area 
and a collision occurs, it is neither obstruction nor interference, and the hall remains 
Ji\e 

Whenever obstruction occurs, whether a play is beng made on a runner or not. the um- 
pire will declare obstruction and signal a delayed dead ball The hall will remain alive. 
If the obstructed runner is put out prior to reaching the base he would have reached had 
there not been obstruction, a dead ball is called, and the obstructed runner - and each 
other runner affected by the obstruction - will be awarded the base(s) he would have 
reached, in the umpire's judgement, had there not been obstruction An obstructed run- 
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ner may never be called out beiween ihc two bases where he is obstructed. If he is lagg* 
ed between the same two bases, the obstructed runner would cither be awarded the for- 
ward base or returned to the last base touched. 

If the obstructed runner is put out after passing the base he would have reached had 
there not been obstruction, he is running at his own risk and if tagged, would be called 
out. The ball remains alive, and other plays may be made. 

When an obstructed runner is awarded or reaches a base he would have made had there 
been mi obstruction and a preceding runner is on that base, time will be called. The 
obstructed runner will be awarded that base, and the runner occupying it will be entitled 
to the next base without liability to be put out. PLAY - R I advances to third base and 
remains there. R2 is obstructed rounding second base, and he makes it safely to third 
base. This is the base he would have reached had he not been obstructed. The ball is 
thrown to the third baseman while there are two runners on third base. RULING: "Two 
runners on the same base" does not apply here. Since Ri is forced, the umpire will call 
time and award R I home and R2 third base 

PLay - R2 is obstructed between second and third bases while a play is being made at 
the plate on 2 : * b* 1 ! is then thrown to F6 who tags the obstructed runner. R2, near 
third ba * ». 1 'he bull to F4 who tags the hatter-runner. R.V attempting to 

reach secoi 

RULINCi: Tru \> . »e plate was legal. When the ball is thrown to F6 and the tag 
made un ihc ohslm -1 K2. the ball is ruled dead, and R2 is awarded third if. in the um- 
pire's judgement, would have made third. R3 is returned to first base because the 
hall was dead. 

When the baserunner is obstructed during a "rundown", a delayed dead ball is called. 
If the runner is lagged out after being obstructed, time is called, and he is awarded the 
base he would have mude had there been no obstruction. If the ball is overthrown after 
the obstruction, the runner may advance. He may not be called out between the two 
bases where he was obstructed. 

"Catcher obstruction" is a delayed dead bull call Should catcher obstruction be 
culled when the batter bits the ball, and if he reaches first base safely, and if all other 
runners have advanced at least one base, the obstruction is cancelled All action as a 
result of ihe batted hall stands. If he does not reuch first base, or if one of the other run- 
ners does not advance at least one base, the manager of the batting team has the option 
of taking the result of the pluy or awarding the baiter first hase and advancing other run- 
ners only if they are forced because of the award 

27 OVERRUNNING H»*T BASK 

After over running ' •>» >ase. the batter-runner may legally turn to his left or his right 
when returning to the base If any attempt is made to advance to second, regardless of 
whether he is in fair . il territory, he is liable for an appeal out if tagged by a defen- 
sive player wiih the bat* 

28. OVERTHROWS 

Runners are always awurded two bases on overthrows which become blocked. When 
the throw is by an infielder or an outfielder, the two bases are awarded from the last 
base touched at the time the ball left the thrower's hand 
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Direction of runners has no bearing on the award; i.e.. when an overthrow is made on a 

runner returning to a hase. he is awarded two hases from that base. If he was returning 

to first hase and the throw was from the outfield and it left the outfielder's hand before 

the runner gtH back to first hase, the runner would he awarded third base. 

If a runner touches the ne*t base and returns to his original hase. the original base he 

left is considered the "last hase touched" for purposes of an overthrow award. 

The award of hases is based on the position of the from runner if there are two runners 

between the same bases at the time of award. Two runners between first and second will 

be awarded second and third; however, if two runners are between second and third, 

both will be awarded home. 

When a fielder loses possession of the ball on an attempted tag and the ball then enters 
the dead half area or becomes blocked, all runners are awarded one r/-«;e from the last 
hase touched ai the lime the hall entered the dead hall area or became blocked. 

(FP ONLY) On pitched balls going out of play, the haserunners are awarded one base 
from the last base touched at the lime of the pitch. If a hatter receives a base on balls and 
the fourth hall pets away from the catcher and goes out of play, he will still be awarded 
first hase only 



There are sn basic features in the pitching rule They arc 

A) CONTACT WITH THE PITCHER'S PLATE 

MALE ADULT AND JO BOY PITCHERS may have only one foot in contact 
with the pitcher's plate. The non-pivot foot may be on or behind it. Both feel must 
be wiihin the 24" length of said plate FEMALE ADULT AND JO GIRLS PITCH- 
LRS musi have both in contact wuh the piuner's plaie and wiihin the 24" length 
of said plate 

B) SKiNAL 

A signal must be taken by ihc pitcher while one or both teet arc in contact with the 
pitcher's plate, the ball is held in one hand onls, and the hands are clearly 
separated The ball held in one hand may he held in Iron! or behind the body. 
" Taking a signal " prevents a pitcher from walking onto the pitcher's plate and 
putting the hatter at a disadvantage hv throwing a quick pitch 

C ) PRELIMINARY TO WIMH P 

In ihc MALE ADULT AND JO BOYS competition, if the pitcher takes the signal 
wuh both feel on ihe plate and he wants to pitch with the non pivot foot starting 
behind the plate, he may step or slide this foot hackwards prior to hringing the two 
hands together, when simultaneouslv bringing the two hands together, or after 
bringing ihe two hands together FEMALE ADULT AND JO GIRL pitchers must 
remain in contact with the plate and both feel during the enure preliminary pro- 
cess <Boih) After taking the signal, the ball must be taken in both hands and held 
lor a minimum of 1 second and not more than 10 seconds The pitcher may begin 
the pitch once the hands are brought together During this enure period, the pivot 
tun musi remain in contact with the pitcher's plate. No rocking movement which 
pulls the pivot tool olf ihe plaie is to be allowed. If the pivot foot turns or slides in 
order to push off the plaie. ihis is acceptable as long as contact is maintained. It is 
not considered a step it Ihe pitcher slides his fool across the plate. 



2<> PITCHING (FAST PITCH) 



IAGWS SOFTBALL GUIDE 



111-101 




POINTS OF EMPHASIS 



D) START OF PITCH 

The start of the pilch begins when the pitcher lakes one hand off (he ball or makes 
any motion that is part of hi.s windup or delivery 

E) WINDUP 

The windup may not be two full revolutions. The pitcher's hand may go past the 
hip twice as long as there are not two complete revolutions. The wrist may not be 
any farther from the hip than the elbow. The windup may not have a stop or rever- 
sal of the forward motion. 
P) STEP AND RELEASE 

A step (only one) MUST be taken and it must be FORWARD, toward the batter 
and within the 24" length of the pitcher's plate. Dragging the fool or pushing off 
with the pivot foot from the plate is required of FEMALE ADULT AND JO 
GIRL pitchers MALE ADULT AND JO BOV pitchers are allowed to have bofh 
feet in the air during the forward step. This leap is legal only in male competition. 
Pushing off from a spot (Hher than the pitcher's plate is considered a crow hop and 
is illegal. The release of the ball must be simultaneous with the step. (See POE *6 
lor definition of a crow hop.) 

30. PITCHER'S UNIFORM 

A pitcher should be dressed identically to other players on the learn. A long-sleeved 
sweat shirt of any color is acceptable under the jersey. If two players (including the pitch 
er) ha\c sweatshirts on, they must be identical in color and st>le No player may wear 
ragged, frayed, or slit sleeves on an exposed undershirt 

A pitcher may wear a batting glove and/or a wrist band on the glove hand and wrist. 
The batting glove may be white. <FP ONLY) Nothing may be on the pitching wrist or 
hand, including a banda id 

(SP ONLY) A pitcher may wear a wnsi band on his pitching arm and can have tape on 
the pitching fingers 

A pitcher may wear the pitcher s plate on his shoe 

1 PROTESTED GAME UPHELD AND RESCHEDULED: 

When a protested game is upheld, the game is to be rescheduled from the point at which 
it wus protested Although the .same lineups are to be used when the game is resumed, 
there is no penalty for substitutions legally placed into the lineups at this time Even if a 
player was not at the protested game, he is legal to be substituted when the game is 
rescheduled as long as he is on the roster II a player was ejected in the original game 
AFTER THE PROTEST WAS FILED, that player may legally play in the rescheduled 
game because he was legally in the game at the time of the proles! . unless the election 
also drew a suspension lor unsportsmanlike conduct 

32 RUN SCORING ON THIRD OUT OF INNING 

A run will not score if the third out of the inning is a force out at first base (baiter- 
runner) or at another base if a preceding runner is forced because of the batlci runner 
becoming a haserunner 
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Missed bases could result in ■ force out. (I.E.. if the runner from first base missed Ue- 
oJJSseoT. £« f hi. .nd that w.s the third ou. of the inning when properly appealed, 
any run(s) scored would not count.) ,_„,.„. „.w.«-4. 

a„ annM l olav on a runner leaving a base too soon on a caught fly ball is considered a 
"!2pft"7nd nJ .Tree. If the'.ppea. results in the third out, any r = Pre«d,n| 
.heVppMled runner would score if they crossed home plate prior to the out. 

EdMts are leual in adult male and female fast and slow pilch. They are no, legal in 
S coS slowXh Play or any level of youth fas. or slow pitch. Polyureth.ne or 
look like a me,., tri.ng.e toe or heal plate are .legal In you.h »d 
m T«J m.v also If there are nubbins or round plastic cleats in addition to the triangle 
phi?. Setfis legat (SL that screw onto a U « illegal, but cleats that screw in- 
to (he shoe are legal. 

* KSS^ H* however, the runner i, no, * «nce .JjbjJH, 
dead on halls and strikes, he is returned to the ha* he held at the .,me ^f .he phcK 
Because he cannot steal, he may not be picked off base either. A runner may be i called 
SS* aire » keep contact with a base to which he is entitled until a legally p.tched 
ball is balled, touches the ground, or has reached home plale. 

*' A riTJKs N L be reported to the plate umpire who in .urn will report the 
changes to the official storekeeper. 

II a substitution is in .he game without reporting, he is considered an" 
ubsti.u.e/ ' and when brough! to the plale umpire^s ..ten .on by the offended team after 
ihTnra leaal or illegal pilch and before the learn in violation informs the umpire, the 
mp w l emole h ffi .he game. Once removed by .he umpire, that p ayer now 
Kies\n "ineligible player." Refer to Rule 4. Sec 7. for various stations. 
If a manager removes a subs.i.u.e from the game and reenters the VM* suteutut. Mater 
in .he game, ih.s is cons.dered an illegal re-entry . For an illegal re-entry, the player and 
hJ manaRe are eiec.ed Tlvs would no, be a forfeit The only lime a game is forfeited 
for TXZ, violation is when a player removed by .he umpire (ineligible player) it 
backinlhe same game. 

V.cla.ion of any subs.i.u.ion rule is handled as a pro.es. by «•« *" m : _, nN 

16 TIF (JAMES OR GAMES CALLED WHICH ARE LESS THAN REGULATION. 
W h ; .he Jgames areVescheduled. .he same procedure should be followed as stated in 
wrc «£* protested game UPHELD AND RESCHEDULED." 
In de.erm.ning tie games after five innings (regula.ion game) have teen P'^jJ* 
"me earn JL have had the opportunity lo ba, and .ie the «w If ..has scored m» 
runs ,han the visiting .earn and .he game is called in the bottom of the fifth or sixth nr.- 
™ (he h„,ne team shall be the winner If (he visiting .earn has scored more runs than 
S'l S mth or seven.h and the home .earn has no, had me = 
complete .ts .urn a. hat. the game reverts back to the prev.ous ,nn ng If «^ w»« J» 
„ed .1 would he a he game; .f the score was not tied, a winner would be declared if one 
.cam was ahead and five full innings had been played 
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l^»L g Sl^J^t^?l run ., in l l ing, ^ been pi,yed (r °° r ,nd ° ne - ha|f * •>* 

nome team is ahead), the game will be resumed at (he point at which ii was called 

37. TIE BREAKER RULE 

Although no* officially adopted by the ASA. the tie breaker rule is used by the NCAA 

£. " "tf iT?- Dur<ng " Ch ta " innin « of *• "ning »«•■ Tenforce the .2 
breaker, he offence team shall begin its lurn ., bat with the player who's 

L, i /^J^f'^ innin « ■*'"« Pl*ed .1 second base. (I.™ if Itenumbe! 
5 ha er ts to lead off. number 4 in the balling order will be placed at second hra A 
substitute may be inserted for the runner.) M M * A 

Ih.Sln.Jr^" f 0 ^ by *5 p,,yer M,,ing « « n,nner u base shall be 
SSr *! CnSiVe ,eam ,mJ no ' ,he P ,,cher ^Pending on the judgement of the 
official storekeeper a run scored by ,„y wher ptayeVwfl be charged STTSSLK 
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(References ire by game, rule, section, and article.) 

If a subject b explained in the Pd^of Empht*b, h Usofwtedby •mjn^rreferJoi to^ 
aectio* it can be located. (I, E. , APPEALS — (POE f I) 

Game Key: Specific game not indicated, refer to ALL games. 
FP - Fatf Pitch 
SP - Slow Pitch 
M - Modified 

16" - Sixtcen-lnch Slow Pitch 

ALTERED BAT 

Bat specifications 

Batter in box 

Batter is out 

Dead ball 



APPEAL PLAY (POE #1) 

After Time Out 

Basenmncr 

Batting oui of order 



SP 



A 

I 

3 
7 
7 
9 

I 

8 
8 

7 



II 
I 

2 
8 
8 

2 



d 
b 
w 

i(EFFECT)(4) 

f-i 

f-i 



May not return 




i 

8 


1 


g-h-i 


Runners may leave base 


FP 


8 


8 


t 




SP 


8 


8 


u 




16" 


8 


8 


i(3) 


Tag up play .... 




II 


3 




ASSISTS 




12 


2 


b<5) (a)-(d) 


BALL 










Called by umpire (signal) 




7 


7 


a-f 


Dead ball 




9 


1 


V 


Fair ball 




1 


21 


a-f 






7 


8 


a-f 


Foul ball 




1 


27 


a-f 






7 


6 


f 






7 


9 


a-f 


Held by fielder and play has stopped . 


SP 


9 


3 




In play 




9 


2 


a-ac 


Intentionally carried 




8 


5 


j(2) 






9 


1 


h 


Official 




3 


3 




Piling in play 




9 


2 


a 


Unintentionally carried (POE- #14) 




8 


5 








9 


1 


h 


BASK ON BALLS 




1 


3 








8 


2 


c 






8 


8 


t(2) NOTF 




NAGWS SOFTBALL GUIDE j * ' IM-10S 



BASE PATH I 4 

8 8 i 

8 9 a 

BASE* RUNNER I 5 

Abandons base 8 8 v 

Assisted by anyone 8 8m 

Award of bases on overthrow of ball oui 

of play 8 I L 

8 5 d EFFECT 

8 5 g 

Base stealing 8 3a 

SP 8 6 h 

8 8 ( 

Bases touched in proper order 8 I 

Coach draws throw at home 8 8 n 

Comes into contact with fielder attempting 

to Held ball 8 8 j 

Comes into contact with fielder not 

entitled to field ball 8 9c 

Deliberate contact with 

fielder with ball 8 8 s 

Enters learn area 8 8 v 

Entitled to advance with liability 

to be put out 8 3 a-c 
Entitled to advance without liability 

to be put out 8 5 a-j 

F ; ai!s to keep contact with base until 

pitched ball reaches home plate . SP 8 8 u 
Fails to keep contact with base until 

the ball leaves the pitcher's hand FP 8 8 t 
Fails to return to base after play has 

resumed 8 8d 

Fails In return to base or proceed to 

next base when ball is in the 8' circle FP 8 8 t(l)-(2) 

Hit by batted ball 8 9 d,e 

9 I g(3) 

Illegal pitch FP/M 8 5 e 

Intentionally kicking baP 8 8 L 

Interferes with play after being 

declared out 8 8 r 
Interferes with play before being 

declared out 8 8 j 

leaving base after returning « ,~ ■ - 8 8 t(2) 

Leaving base on an appeal I , * v- 8 8 f i EFFECT 
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1 




i 


V 

12 




C 




i 


C 
< 


Leaving base too soon 




8 


i 


k 






8 


9 


k 




16" 


8 


4 


d 




SP 


8 


6 


h BI 




FP 


8 


8 


t 






8 


8 


i 


Must return to his base 




8 


6 


a-i 


Not out 




8 


9 


a-n 


Obstructed 




8 


5 


b 


Offensive team collecting to confuse 














8 


8 


0 


Out 




8 


8 


a-w 


Overruns first base and attempts to go 










to second 




8 


8 


h 


Passes another runner 




8 


8 


e 


Running bases in reverse order 




8 


1 


d 






8 


8 


p 


Running out ol baseline . . 




8 


8 


a 


Running start 




8 


8 


w 


Struck by fair ball while off base 




8 


8 


k 


Struck by fair ball while on base 




8 


9 


1 


f \\o occupy mg base at same time 




8 


1 


e 


BASKS 




3 


t) 




Drawing 










Running in legal order 




K 


I 


a 1 


Double Base (POK #10) 










It I Wit' 1 A1 Dill It* 




10 




a b 


BAT 






1 




Muring ball second timet POtf 




7 






Warm up 




} 






!* 1 Til tl u ii | 

o/\ 1 1 r.u f%/\ I.I. 




! 






BATTKK 










Becomes a butter runner 




8 


2 


at 


Chopping down on ball 


SP 


1 


15 




l-.niers batter 's ho\ sa nh altered bat 




7 


I 


d 






7 


1 1 


b 






9 


1 


vs 


I nters batter \ hox * ith illegal bat 




7 


I 


l" 






7 


1 1 


1/ 






9 


1 


X 


Mtndertng the catcher 




7 






Mil b> fair Kill 




X 


7 


I' 
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1 ■ 1 * 

Hit by pitch 7 6c 

FP/M 8 2 f 
9 I c 

Hilling ■ fair hall with the bai a 

second time 7 5 

Hiding with illegal bat 7 I c 

7 II c 

Intentional walk 8 2c EFFECT 

Not taking position in 10 seconds 7 I e 

On-deck baiter 7 13 a-f 

Out 7 I ae 

7 II a-| 

Stepping across home plate while pitcher 

is in pitching position 7 lb 

Stepping out of bailer's box(POE*3) I 7 

1 32 a.b 

2 4 c 

7 I a 

When third out is made while at hat 7 2d 

BATTER'S BOX 1 7 

Dimensions 2 4c 

Drawing ... ... 

BAITER-RUNNER 18 

8 2 a-f 
8 4 a-d 
8 7 a -k 

Going directly to first base .... 8 7 f 

Overrunning first base 8 8 h 

FP/M 8 8 i NOTE 

Running back to home 8 7 j 

Running outside .Vfool line 8 7 g 

BAITER'S ON-DECK CIRCLE 2 4 b 

Batter may leave 7 13 d(l){2) 

Drawing 

BATTING ORDER 1 9 

7 2 ae 

for designated player I'P/M 4 3 b 

BAITING OUT OEORDER(POE *2) 7 2 c 

While on base 7 2 c(4) 

BLOCKED BAM, 1 10 

1 , , 9 I v 

Offensive equipment on field t v. 8 5 g (play 4) 
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1 


C 






oc 




<. 






3 


9 








10 


1 


c 


BOX SCORE 




12 


2 


a-b 


BUNT 




1 


11 






FP/M 


7 


II 


1 




SP 


7 


1 1 


n 


CAPS 




3 


1 1 




For players 






For umpires 




10 


1 


c 


I /v> 1 .> .... 




3 


1 1 


f 


CA'ICH 




1 


12 




Legally cauphi ball 




1 


43 




L A 1 L IIKK N BOX (rUfc J4) 




j 


13 


a-b 




FP 


6 


3 


d 




M 


6 


3 


f 




SP 


6 


3 


d 




16" 


6 


3 


d 


Dimensions 




2 


4 


d 


Orating 










CATC TIER'S OBSTRUCTION 




8 


2 


d 


CHANOK OF UMPIPKS 




10 


5 




( HARiir.Wl OM 1 r#Khiii m t rUr. ff^ ) 










Defensive 


f 

j 


14 








yt> 
cr 




1 1 






M 


6 


1 1 






SP 


6 








16" 


6 


11 




Ollensiw 




1 


14 


h 






c 






( HOPPhl) BALI. 




1 

1 








SP 


7 


1 1 


n 


( I.KATS 




\ 


H 




COACH 




] 


16 




Assists runner 




i{ 

o 




tn 


IfHCrit'C^ Willi Ull'iV* 




K 






Removal Ironi the game 




S 


8 






4 


5 


a 


"I wn (.naehes 




in 


9 


b 
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fit < 







2 


4 


e 












CO-KD RULES 










Bull 




3 


3 


j-k 


Base distances 




2 


3 




Balling order 




7 


2 


e 


Defensive positioning 




4 


2 


e 


Fxtra Player (HP) 




4 


4 


c 


Male base on balls 




8 


2 


c KFFECT 


Outfield distance 




2 


1 




Pilch in i» d ml a net? 

I 1 1 v 1 1 1 1 1 L» Ul-illll IvV ... .... 




2 


3 




Shoes . . .... 




3 


8 




Shining game . . 




4 


6 


e,l 


uiiiiurnis 




,i 




(pi J) 


COIN TOSS 




5 


1 




4 '4 It! fill' 14 \K1 4 W L'l L* 1 f> 

1 OM)l 1 IOJN Or r Ihl.I) 




< 


2 




< ONr KRKSt KS 










Defensive 




1 


14 


a 




PP 




I | 






M 


6 


It 








6 


y 






in 


D 


1 1 
1 1 




( )IIensitc 




| 

5 


14 
H 


b 


4 *i \\ 'U'I'L'W V Dl AJVLIi 

i 1)1 Klr..>i KU/Nf>hK 




4 


c 

,i 


ii h 


For injured runner 




sJ 


I 


1 


5S over di\ isuin 


SP 




10 




hL ilk U i 1 1 .twit' mtu \ 

Dr.AI) HA I.I. i r< >r. #t8) 




1 


1 7 










1 


a-aa 


IntentmnalK carrying imndcad 










hall area i Pt >r. 




K 


S 


\i2\ 


DKFKNSIVK TKAM 




1 


IK 




Defensive player distracts batier 


IP 


ft 


7 


NO I P 




M 




7 


N( )Tf: 




SP 


6 


7 


NO l'l: 






6 




NO 1 1. 


Innming eJnve al hall 




w 


.s 


1 


DKrIMMOVS 




1 


! ^2 





DKI.AYKI) DKAI) HALL (POP. *7) 1 \ 
Illegal Pilch i i * ' 1 X 
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1 11 

o « iX < 

Catcher obstruction 2 d 

Detached equipment hitting ball 8 5 f 

Obstruction 5 h 

Plate umpire interference 6 d 

Assisting a runner . . . , 8 in 

Signal 7 k 

DKMBKRATK CRASH (Bascrunner) 8 8s 

DK.SICNA TKD PLAYER (DP) (POE .. PP 4 3 a d 

4 3 a 

Penally tor illegal DP 4 5 a 

Scoring 12 2 a(l) 

DIAMOND DIMENSIONS 2 4 a-f 

Official dimensions of Softball field . 

DISI.OIXihl) BASK 1 19 

8 1 c 

8 4 c 

Not out if ntt dislodged base 8 9 m 

DOl'BLK, (;K()l : M) Rli.K 8 !i h.i 

DOI HI.K Pl.AV I 20 

DROITXD HAM, DURING WINDl P H> 6 12 

M t 12 

SP o 8 d 

MIXTION KROMtiAMK 5 3 t(6) {7) 

Altered hat 7 I d P.FFHCI 

7 II h 

Deliberate cr.ish 8 8 s 

Second ottense in u c 

Violation ot the rules iw I t(3> 

KQl IPMKNT * I 10 

1 ett on field i POP tt\ h J VNOI K 

KRROR 12 2 M'oa-e 

i:XlR*PI.A\KR(KP)iiH)h*l?i SP 4 4 :u- 

Mimmini number <>t pla\ers 4 I 

4 b ii 

Pin.Jt\ 4 4 a 

4 5 a 

Sutiiiu 12 2 ,u2 1 
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§ 






1 




I 


1 




O 


3 
QC 


& 


< 






4 


4 


f 


FAIR BALL 




1 


21 


a-h 








o 


d-il 


L'AII) ri'DU IT! Ill V 

r/lIK IrKKIIOKl 




t 
j 






VAKV TAf 2 t POP #1 1> 




| 


23 




r lTAA*T*w\ 










FITNESS OF GROUND 






2 




FIKIY'FIVE AND OVER RULES 


SP 








Double Mrsi base 


SP 


3 


6 


b 


Courtesy Runner 


SP 


8 


10 


a 




SP 


4 


4 


f 


No Slide, No Crash . . 


' SP 


8 


10 


b 


Run -by rulinp 


SP 


8 


10 


e 


Double home plale 


SP 


3 


4 


a 






8 


10 


d 


No reiurn line 


SP 


8 


10 


e 


H.Y BALL 




1 


2S 




Carried ml" dead ball area 




8 


s 


|fl>- 


M)k(KOlT 




1 


26 








8 


4 


a 






8 


7 


d 


FOREIGN SlIISTANCE ON 










PIT( HING HAND 


FP 


6 








M 


6 








SP 




5 






16' 




ft 




forffi i fi> gameipol *i m 






3 


ui 1 ) 


Si ore ol 






4 


C 






10 


2 


f 


Records 




i: 


" 




K)l 1. HALL 




i 

7 


27 


a I 
f 






7 


ft 


a 1 


K)l L 1 IP 




| 


28 




Held by v dK her 




7 


ft 


l 






7 


10 





1 I 
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GAME CALLED 5 3 c 

Championship game called 5 3 d (Exception) 

GLOVES 3 7 

Grey circle or multicolored 3 7 

Illegal clove 7 12 

8 9 n 

Softball plove specifications .... 

GROUND RULES 2 2 

Discussion with managers .... 10 I c 

GROUND RULE DOUBLE 8 5 hj 

HEADBANDS 3 10 u2 

HEADWEAR 3 10 a 

HEIGHT OK PITCH SP 6 3 c 

16" 6 3 e 

HELMET \ 29 

3 He 

HKSITATION PITCH 6 4 

HIT BATSMAN 7 6 e g 

7 II a 

FP 8 2 f 

y I o 

HOMEPLATK * 4 

Drawing 

HOME RUN 8 5 h 

Home RunClassilkaiion(P(>K*l7) SP 5 ¥ 

HOME TEAM I 30 

ILLEGAL BAT I 31 

3 I 

7 I c 
Y I x 

ILLEGALLY BAITED BALL I 32 a t 

8 6 h 
^ I a 

ILLEGALLY CAUGHT BALL h 1 W 

Detached equipment lPOE*7l 8 5 f 

Illegal glove 7 12 
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O U v5 < 

ILLEGAL GLOVE 3 7 

PENALTY 7 12 

8 9 n 

ILLEGAL PITCH FP/M 6 1-7.9 

M 6 1-7,9 

SP 6 18 

16" 6 l-H 

ILLEGAL PITCHER I 34 

ILLEGAL PLAYER I 35 

INELIGIBLE PLAYER I 3ft 

IN FLIGHT I 37 

IN JEOPARDY I 38 

IN PLAY . . 9 2 a-dC 

INCOMPLETE GAME 5 1 d 

INFIELD I ™ 

INFIELD FLY I 40 

7 II g 

INJURED RL'NNEK 9 I i 

INNINGS I 41 

Regulation panics 5 V4 

INSULTING REMARKS TOWARD 

PLAYERS OR UMPIRES 10 *) a 

INTENTIONALLY DROPPED FLY 

BALL cPOIt *I9) 7 II h 

INTENTIONAL WALK (POE #2 1 22) SP H 2 c EFFECT 

INTERFERENCE (POM #23) . 1 42 

Aiding a runner H 8 ni 

Ball hilling umpire H 2 e 

4 I gi.li 

Bawrunncrs return N ft 

K K | s EFFECT 

H> bavecnath « « m,i| 

9 I g(2> 

Hv buH'runner H 8 j.k !.r 

< ■ " *J I gOu6] 
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Rv h'liitT 




7 


3 




Ai hnnu 1 "llntc 




8 


8 


n 






9 


| 


c(l) 


Hi- nn-Hm'k h:i!Tt»r 




7 


13 


c 


\jy puiv uiiipiiv .... .... .... 


FP/M 


8 


6 




Catcher with h;iiier on aticrnpied 










squeeze play 


FP/M 


8 


5 


d<3) 


Deliberate crash by runner (PUh fa) . ... 




Q 


o 
0 


s 


Offensive equipment on field 




8 


5 


g (play 4) 


While fielding foul ball 




7 


4 








Q 


i 
1 


gl J) 


With a bat ... 




7 


5 




JKWKLRY 




3 


10 


g 


JUNIOR OLYMPIC PLAYKR 




1 


43 




LKAYKOAMK 




4 




a-b 


LKCJAL MtMVKRY OR PITCH 


FP 


6 


3 


a e 




M 


6 


3 


a«e 




»» r 




3 


s-c 








3 


a* 


LMiAl TOl I H 




1 


44 




IMiALLY CAlGHT BALL 




1 


45 




LINK DRIYK 




1 


4f> 




LIN K HALL 






2 


a-ac 






0 


0 

a 




1 OSS CRKDI 1 H) TO PITCHKK 




i: 


6 




MASKS AM) THROAT 










PROTKC TORS 




3 


9 


a 


Umpire** 




i t \ 


i 


c 


MASIKRS<55-mt-r only) 










Courtesy runner 


SP 


H 


10 


a 


Lxtra pla\er 


SP 


4 


4 


t 


No Male. No trash 


SP 


8 


10 


b 
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NAGWS Affiliated 
Boards of Officials 

The Affiliated Boards of Officials (ABO) is one of (he structures of 
the National Association for Girls and Women in Sport (NAGWS). The 
following official statement of goals was approved by the ABO Executive 
Council (Winter, 1989) in an effort to clarify the future directions of 
ABO: 

1. To improve the quality of officiationg for girls* and women's sports 
contests, regardless of the level of skill/maturity of players, or the 
rules governing the contest. 

2. To increase the number of competent women officials, not to the 
exclusion of men, but as needed affirmative action. 

3. To promote the involvement of women in the governing bodies of 
other sports officiating groups. 

The purpose of the ABO is to promote quality rtlciating for girls' and 
women's sports programs by: 

( 1 ) Developing officiating techniques 

(2) Providing materials far training and rating officials 

(3) Disseminating information about officiating 

(4) Promoting the use of ABO-rated officials 

(5) Developing standards of conduct for officials compatible with the 
philosophy of the NAGWS. 

(6) Providing the organization and administrative structure for the 
coordination ot the Affiliated Boards. 

(7) Promoting standards with respect to training, ratings, and uniforms. 

Over 100 Boards of Officials throughout the United States are affiliated 
with NAGWS/ABO. These boards provide opportunities for interested 
individuals to learn about officiating or judging in various sports. The 
ABO disseminates information on proper techniques and mechanics, and 
sets standards for evaluation based on those techniques. The ABO also 
provides theoretical testing materials and sets standards used to evaluate 
officials on their knowledge. 
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ABO Executive Council 



1991 ABO Executive Council 

Ann Fruechte, Chair 

Karen Gee, Chair-elect 

Ann Casey, Past Chair 

Michael Blalock, NTT Coordinator 

Karen Gee, NRT Coordinator 

Jani > Matron, Softball Coordinator 

Nancy Sommer, Volleyball Coordinator 

Terry Lawton, Volleyball Examinations Coordinator 

Sharman Carey, High School Representative 

ABO Rules Interpreters 
Janis Matson, Softball 
Sue Lemaire, Volleyball 

If you have any questions concerning the rules or techniques of officiating 
softball. write to: 

Jim O'Drain 
4535 Tudor St. 
Philadelphia. PA 19136 

Additional information regarding ABO sofiball officiating can be 
obtained by writing: 

Janis Matson 
1 1 Roads Hnd 
Pilisboro.NC 27312 
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Statement of Philosophy of the 
Affiliated Boards of Officials 

the Role of the Official In the Competitive Situation 

Educational values should be of primary concern to all who have 
leadership roles in a competitive program. As one of those fulfilling 
leadership roles, the official must be concerned with promoting those 
values and with the welfare of teh participant. The unique contribution 
of the official is assuring equal opportunity and fair play for all. The 
official essentially acts as an arbitrator, providing judgments that are 
within the spirit and intent of the rules. Decisions are based on objective 
evidence, free from bias and from the emotion that often prevades the 
competitive environment. 

An official enters the competitive situation with a thorough under- 
standing of the letter, as well as the intent of the rules, the strategy, 
and skills of the sport to be played, and correct execution of officiating 
techniques to view the contest accurately. The official maintains a friendly 
yet reserved attitude toward all throughout the sport experience. The 
official is flexible, operating within officiating standards appropriate to 
the age of the performers, the level of skill, and the facilities available. 
Biases by players, spectators, and coaches will be evaluated with an 
understanding not only of the multiplicity of ways in which individuals 
may react to a competitive experience but also of the behavior appropriate 
to such an educational experience. Duties will be performed fairly, 
efficiently, and without drawing undue attention to the official. In order 
to strengthen the official's effectiveness, personal evaluation of 
performance will be made and solicitation of constructive criticism from 
coaches, players, and administrators will be sought. Though receiving 
a fee, the ultimate reward to the official will be that of having rendered 
a valuable service to girls and women who have found personal meaning 
in expressing themselves through the medium of sport. 
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Affiliated Boards of Officials 
Honor Award 

n. MfWed Boa* o. 0«icia, ^Z^TtZ* 
consider nominating a candidate for the 

for the award are as follows: h haVe worked in 

1 . Candidates shall be at least 30 of age an 

women's spora through oftaimg. jbution , , he Candidas 

3 ' a^-' STT^ in any six or M 
of service fom the following: 
TELWSEK Council o, the Affiliated Board of 

SSanding -emeu a, .he *».« M >» P— *• ,h ° Wk °' 
officiating committee. with i„cal 

officiating of girls' or women > s "P™* mMi „, gir | s ' „, 

7 Sector «f a movie or o.hcr visual aid ro be used in 

the teaching of officiating. 
< uiegore <■ Speaking and /« '™"S u _, c „„vcntions. radio 

, Stations of clinics and workshops concerning offiv'ia.ingof 

R irls and women's sports. 
ID. Teaching and training of officials 
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11). Teaching anu irauim* » Js 

IV-5 



Category 5: Officiating and Rating 

1 1 . Holding a national ABO rating. 

12. Being an official at a regional or national girls' or women's 
tournament. 

13. Rating of officials for a period of five or more years. 
Category 6: Public Relations 

14. Promoting the use of ABO officials as an administrator of a 
school or recreation group or as a committee member of a city or 
league. 

1 5. Serving on the governing body of sports officiating groups other 
than ABO and contributing liaison efforts and/or the promotion 
of the involvement of women in the decision making process of 
other sport groups. 

16. An outstanding original contribution to the development of 
officiating of girls' and women'ssports not included in the above. 

Send recommendations to: 
ABO Honor Award 
NAGWS Program Administrator 
1900 Association Drive 
Rtston, VA 22091 
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Standards for Officials 1 Ratings in 
Softball 



There are four ratings for officials. Each is designed to meet the needs 
of various levels of Softball competition and to stimulate the interest of 
individuals who desire to officiate. The Apprentice Rating qualifies the 
holder to officiate with another umpire, at lower level secondary games. 
The Local Rating qualifies the holder to officiate lower level secondary 
games or high school varsity games with another umpire. The State 
Rating qualifies the holder to officiate any secondary game with or 
without another umpire. The Collegiate Rating (formerly the State or 
National) qualifies the holder to officiate any high school, junior college, 
or four year college game. 

Duration of Rating 

All ratings are for one year. Participants must meet the standards set 
for the theoretical examination and the rules and mechanics clinic de- 
fined below. 

Theoretical Examination 

The written examination is given yearly to insure that the official has a 
thorough know ledge of the rules, and knows how to apply them. It is the 
NAGWS policy to set minimum standards with the understanding that 
all softball boards will adhere to them. There are two different forms of 
the test which can be administered one week apart for a participant who 
has failed to attain the minimum standards on the first form and wishes 
to be retested. 

Rules and Mechanics Clinic 

All umpires must attend an approved rules and mechanics clinic given 
by cither a member of the National Staff or by a person designated by the 
local board. 

Practical Examination 

All practical examinations will be at the discretion of the local boards. 
One suggested system would be to set up a committee of evaluators 
(minimum of three). The evaluators would observe (unannounced or 
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announced) a team of two officials during a double header. The evalu- 
ators will observe and make note of the individual's mechanics and 
knowledge of the rules both behind the plate and on the bases. Specifi- 
cally, the raters would be critiquing the following: promptness (arrives 
early), neatness of uniform, pregame duties, rules and application, me- 
chanics, positioning and angle for calls, judgement and decisiveness, 
cooperation with partner, control of game, composure, reaction to 
game/crowd pressure, and general attitude. The evaluators would then 
meet with each official to discuss the strong aspects of their performance 
and to provide feedback on ways to improve. 



Requirements for Ratings 
Apprentice Official 

1. a. Theoretical examination— minimum score of 70%. 

b. Practical examination— must show an interest in becoming an 
umpire and demonstrate basic umpiring mechanics, 

2. Must attend an approved NAGWS clinic. 

Local Official 

1. a. Theoretica* examination— minimum score of 76%. 

b. Practical examination— must demonstrate a basic understanding 
of rule application and umpiring mechanics as determined by local 
board. 

2 Must attend an approved NAGWS clinic. 
State Official 

1, a. Theoretical examination— minimum score of 82%. 

b. Practical examination— must be able to interpret and enforce all 
rules and demonstrate proper mechanics and correct positioning 
as determined by the local board. 

2. Must attend an approved NAGWS clinic. 

Collegiate Official 

1. a. Theoretical examination— minimum score of 82%. 

b. Practical examination— must be an experienced official with a 
minimum of three (3) years of umpiring and successfully com- 
pleted a practical examination as determined by the local board. 

2. Must attend an approved NAGWS clinic. 
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Patch and Uniform 

All NAGWS/ABO officials are required to wear an official ABO 
patch which can be purchased only by board chairs, from the National 
Office. Patches are sport and rating specific, i.e., State, Softball. At this 
time, there is not a patch for collegiate officials. 

The following uniform is required of all ABO officials receiving fees 
for their services: All umpires are to be dressed according to Rule 10, 
Section 1. Male and female umpires shall wear a powder blue Elbeco 
shirt, long or short sleeved; dark, navy trousers and cap. All other 
paraphernalia (socks, leather or vinyl belt, ball bag and jacket) must also 
be dark navy blue for both male and female umpires. The plate umpire, 
whether male or female, in fast pitch must wear a mask with a throat 
protector. Body protectors are mandatory for females in fast pitch and 
are optional in slow pitch. 
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How To Become A Rated Official 



1. Study the rules, techniques of officiating, and study questions. 

2. Attend interpretations meetings and officiating clinics or training 
courses conducted in your vicinity. 

3. Practice often. To some, officiating conies easily ; to others it comes 
onh as the result of hard work and concentration. Welcome criti- 
cism and work hard to improve. 

4. Find out from the chair of the nearest affiliated board when exam- 
inations for ratings are to be held. 

5. lake whji rating remembering that it is the aim of the Affiliated 
Boards of Officials to maintain high standards for officials. 



Methods for Practical Examinations 

A. New C andidates 

1. New NACAVS ABO candidates (inexperienced or unregistered) 
can qualify for an apprentice rating by meeting one of the 
following criteiia: 

a. attend .i scries of structured clinics set up b\ the Board, the 
number to be specified b> the Board, or 

b slcuic a passing grade and the recommendation of the instruc- 
tor in an ott relating course at the college lex el (the course must 
he .ippioxed h> the Boaid). m 

i attend oMiciatmg eouises uttered b> another organization 
C andidatc must secure a recommendation from said course 
and such a course must be appnned h> the Board. Courses 
uttered In iccication dcpaitnicnls or adult education vsould 
he acceptable 

\cv\ apprentices shall woik with more experienced officials tor a 
number of contests, .is designated b\ the affiliated board 

2. New NAGWS/ABO candidates (those who are experienced 
officials and/ or registered with other officiating organizations) 
can be awarded a rating after completing the following require- 
ments: 

a. receiving the appropriate score on the NAGWS/ABO 
Theoretical F.xamination (Form A or Form B); and. 

b. demonstrating ability to use ABO officiating techniques. The 
local Affiliated Board shall specify the nature of the demon- 
stration but shall recognize the official's experience. 
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B, Methods for Practical Renewal 

1. An official may renew or upgrade a rating hy officiating under 
observation of the examining committee. See this section for 
number of raters required. 

2. Alternative Method for Renewing at the same level: (Exception: 
basketball and volleyball nationals, gymnastics officials, and 
synchronized swimming officials). 

a. officiate a minimum of 3 intercollegiate, interscholastic, or 
interagency contests during which a minimum of 5 different 
evaluators are involved. Evaluators may be sought from 
coaches of the teams involved and/or ABO officials watching 
the contest. (The NAGWS/ ABO official must have a rating 
comparable to that being sought by the renewal candidate.) 
Prior to the contest, the candidate shall ask the coaches 
and/or officials to respond to the evaluation postcard ad- 
dressed to the appropriate sports chair, indicating the quality 
of officiating. After the contest, the person responding 
should fill out the postcard, indicating an opinion as to the 
competency of the official and mail it to the appropriate 
sports chair. If an average of 4 is scored by the official as 
indicated from the 5 responses, a national rating is automatic, 
providing that a minimum of 88 had been scored on the 
theoretical examination. If an average of 3.5 is scored by the 
official as indicated from the 5 responses, a state rating is 
automatic, providing that a minimum of K2 had been scored 
on the written examination. 

b. officiate a designated number of contests, such to be desig- 
nated by the board. 

If written complaints are received about an official renewing as in a. or 
b. above, a more formal method should be used. 



Recommended Fees 

I oca I hoards should establish Ices thai reflect the level »l I ahn>> of (he 
official as vvefl as the tvpe and level ol competition within then locale. 
Hoards are encouraged lo establish tees in conjunction with local gov - 
cinmg groups The lee schedule should reflect dillerenhal pav based 
upon rating levels. 

It isstronglv recommended that tee schedules not ditfei from that ol 
officials nl hnvs" sports, given substantially, similai tvpe and level ot 
competition as girls sports. 
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Registration of Officials 

Most states require those who officiate either boys' or girls' in- 
terscholastic contests to be registered with the Stae High School Athletic 
Association or other administrative body. All NAGWS/ABO officials 
who officiate high school or junior high school games are urged to 
cooperate fully with their state regulatory body. 

Amateur Standing of Officials 

An official who wishes to n aintain amateur status as a participant 
in a sport must be aware of the ruling(s) on amateur status established 
by various governing bodies for that sport. 

Amateur status is defined by high school and college governing bodies 
as well as by national sport governing bodies that hold the franchise 
from international sport governing groups. 

The official who wishes to maintain amateur status as a participant 
is responsible for investigating the specific regulations of each governing 
body with jurisdiction over such eligibility. 

National Governing Bodies 

Basketball— Write the Amateur Basketball Association of the United 

States of America. 1750 E. Boulder St.. Colorado Springs. CO 80909. 
Competitive Diving-Write U.S. Diving Inc., 901 W, New York Si., 

Indianapolis, IN 46202. 
Competitive Swimming - Write U.S. Swimming, 1750 E. Boulder St., 

Colorado Springs. CO 80909. 
Gymnastics— Write the United States Gymnastics Federation, 1099 N. 

Meridian, Suite 380, Indianapolis, IN 46204. 
Soccer— Write the United States Soccer Federation, 350 Fifth A ^e„ 

Suite 4010,New York,NY 10118. 
Softball (Fast Pitch and Slow Pitch)-Write Amateur Softball 

Association, 2801 N.E. 50th. St., RR *4, Box 385, Oklahoma City, 

OK 73111. 

Synchronized Swimming— Write U.S. Synchronized Swimming Inc., 
1750 E. Boulder St., Colorado Springs, CO 80909. 

Track and Field -Write the Athletics Congress/USA, 155 W. Wash- 
ington St., Suite 220, Indianapolis, IN 46204. 

Volleyball- Write the United States Volleyball Association, 1750 E. 
Boulder St., Colorado Springs, CO 80909. 
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Information for Affiliated Boards 



i. 

2. 
3. 



to Establish a Board of Officials 

Establish the need for an affiliated board by contacting individuals 

in the area who have current ratings or who are interested in 

standardizing and raising the level of officiating. 

Write to NAGWS/ ABO Program Administrator, c/o NAGWS/ 

AAHPERD, 1900 Association Drive, Reston, VA 22091, for a 

sample copy of an authorized constitution for officials' boards and 

application for becoming an affiliated board. 

At a designated meeting of interested individuals present plans for 

forming a board. 

a. Choose a name which will permit expansion of function as need 
may arise; do not limit title to one sport. 

b. from the group, elect a chair, chair-elect, secretary, and treasurer. 

c. form an examining committee of at least three members for 
each sport in which you would like to give ratings. If any member 
has been rated elsewhere, such experience should be helpful; 
such a rating is not necessary, however. It is suggested that 
members of the examining committee be examined and obtain 
ratings from other affiliated boards whenever possible. 

d. make plans for drawing up a constitution according to the sample 
copy received from the NAGWS/ABO Program Administrator 
of the NAGWS Affiliated Boards of Officials, Plan to devote 
some time to the study of the rules and to practice officiating. 
If possible, secure the assistance of some rated official in each 
sport for which the Board anticipates giving ratings. 

Send the completed application form, two copies of the local 
constitution, and a check for $25 affiliation fee (made payable to 
the NAG WS Affiliated Boards of Officials) to the NAGWS National 
Office. Indicate the sports in which you wish to grant ratings by 
listing the names and qualifications of 3 interested individuals. 
Approval of the application will come from the ABO Past Chair 
who will request that examination packets be sent to your Affiliated 
Board Chair for all sports in which your Board is authorized to 
give ratings. The process of accepting an application for affiliation 
of a new Board and of requesting that the proper examination packets 
be sent ordinarily takes several weeks. Prospective Boards, therefore, 
should file for affiliation at least 2 months before they wish lo 
hold rating sessions. 
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5, Administer Form A of the National Theoretical Examination, Form 
B of the National Theoretical Examination may be administered 
to those who did not pass Form A. 

6, Conduct practice sessions in rating officials. All persons on the 
examining committee who have not previously rated officials should 
have a minimum of three practice sessions prior to actually rating. 
Secure the assistance of a rated official in these practice sessions 
if at all possible. 

7, Give practical examinations to individuals who pass the written 
examination. (Note minimum number of raters required to give 
various ratings in this section.) 

8, Order appropriate rating cards and patches from the NAGWS 
National Office for distribution to those who pass the theoretical 
and practical examination. 

9, Send lists of approved officials to schools and other organizations 
in the area. This notice should indicate the fees for officiating and 
should give the name, address, rating, and telephone number of 
each official. 

10, Keep accurate lists of all persons receiving ratings. Submit an 
NAGWS computer report for each sport in which your Board is 
authorized to give ratings and submit to the NAGWS National 
Office. An appropriate NAGWS computer form is included in each 
examination packet. Due date for submitting all forms: June 1; 
exception: Gymnastics due January 1. Send completed exam answer 
sheets to the NAGWS National Office, who conducts a yearly item 
analysis. 

Adding Sports— Expansion of Services 

Should a Board wish to add ratings in other sports, the Chair of the 
Board should write the ABO Past Chair c/o NAGWS National Office. 
The Board should indicate the names ot a minimum of 3 persons qualified 
to act as examiners in that sport for the next 2 years. Oualifications 
and experience in the sport should be listed for each potential examiner. 
Should your Board qualify, you will be notified by the ABO Past Chair 
and will receive a packet lor administering examinations. 

Maintaining Affiliated Status 

To maintain affiliated status in each sport m which it ^ives ratings, 
a Board must. 

I. Pay dues each year to the NAdWS National Offic e. (Notification will 
be sent each spring.) 
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M»rSSn7SK .« mailed yearly .o ,MW boards « 

July I— Volleyball 
January I —Gymnastics 
January 15— Fast Pilch Softball 

22091 (703)476-3452 
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NAGWS AFFILIATED BOARDS OF OFFICIAL 
BOARD AFFILIATION APPLICATION 



. . hereby applies 

(Full name of Board-must include (he word "Board") 

on this day , 1 9 . to obtain the status of affiliated 

board with the National Association for Girls and Women in Sport 
Affiliated Boards of Officials in the sport(s) below. 
Note: Indicate the level of rating your board is seeking authorization 
to grant by using the following code - L - Loc*!; S » State or Regional; 
N * National (for softball only*). See other sid^ for Criteria f#v raters, 

VOLLEYBALL SOFTBALL (FAST PITCH) 

♦National Volleyball ratings only awarded by National Rating Teams. 

BOARD CH AIR: 

Name: 

Address: . . 

Phone i H ) . 

iW) 



for each sport in which ratings are to be given, list three (3) individuals 
who will comprise the initial rating committee (attach a separate sheet 
if more spate is needed). 



Nam* of Kaltrs 


Sport 


l*vrJ of KalifigialUch card) orj(>thcr Qualification* (attach) 
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If raters have a current NAGWS/ABO rating, enclose a copy of the 
rating card. Without ABO rating card documentation, your board cannot 
receive approval to grant ratings above a local level, (see Criteria for 
Raters below*. If raters are not NAGWS/ABO officials, outline their 
qualifications on a separate sheet and attach to application. Please include. 
• here appropriate, membership in other officiating associations, schools 
and tournaments officiated, and years of experience. 
Indicate the geographical areas for which this Board will be responsible 
(by city or county preferably). NOTE: As part of the affiliation process. 
NAGWS/ ABO must verify that your proposed territory will not conflict 
with any area serviced by existing ABO Boards. 



CRITERIA FOR RATERS 

A. An individual with an ABO local, state, national, or honorary rating 
is qualified to serve as a rater. The highest rating a candidate may 
receive is dele-mined bv the highest rating held by a member* si 
ol ihe rating ' >mmittee. Numbers ot raters tor each rating level 
are: 

ii Intramural - board set* cnteri-i 

h Apprentice - board sets criteria or at least one rater with a local 
rating or above 

c l>ocal • two raters, one of whom must hold a local rating 
or above 

d - three raters; one ol whom must hold a stale rating 

or above; others must be local or above 

c National * three raters, one of whom must hold a national 
rating, others must he local ur above 
hxeepuon volleyball national ratings can on!y be 
awarded by National Rating Team iNfoT) 
members 

B A rating u-am ma> include no more than one examiner 

C \ dt the first two years ot affiliation, raters need not hold an\ ratings. 

however, such a board may only give intramural, apprentice, and 

local ratings 

l> -Niter nciwiig mi'ial appro v-.it to <<ttilute wirh ABO. a board may 
upgrade uie tt\ei 01 rating u »s authorized to grand in a sport bs 
".ihmiuing new rating card documentation 

Send this application, a $25.00 check for the affiliation fee made 
payable to Affiliated Boards of Officials, and two copies of your 
Board constitution to: 

ABO Fast C hair 
c/o NACIWS National Office 
1900 Association Drive 

ER | C . VA 22091 BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



National Association for Girls & Women in Sport 

Sports Library for Girls and Women 



The American Alliance for 
Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation, and Dance 
1900 Association Dr. 
o Reston, VA 22091 
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